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|. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST ISDECLARED, 1:1-4:13.

A. Christ IsSuperior tothe Prophets, 1:1-3.

CHRISTOLOGICAL PASSAGE, 1:1-3

Hebrews 1:1-3 isone of the four most important Christological passagesin Scripture, along
with John 1:1; Phil. 2:6-11; and Col. 1:15-20. The writer takes note of the variety of ways and
manners by which God has spoken to man, concluding that God ultimately and more perfectly spoke
through His Son. Seven affirmative statements are made about the Son of God in these verses (see
list on vs. 2 below).

William Barclay calls verse I-3, “the most sonorous piece of Greek in the whole New
Testament. It is apassage that any classical Greek orator would have been proud to write.

1:1- GOD...SPOKE. Comparethe NKJV:

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, with the NNAS: God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many
portions and in many ways.

AT VARIOUS TIMES. God spoke at “various times and in various ways' “indicates the
fragmentary and occasiona nature of the O.T. revelation as compared to God's final and complete
revelation in His Son Jesus’ [BSB -QV].

BY THE PROPHETS. God revealed Himself through the prophets, Theimmediate readers of
this epistle were Jawswho woul d appreciate thisreference to the Old Testament prophets, aswell as
the author's identification with them. They had profound respect for the prophets of old. Many
loved the Scriptures deeply. They would agree that God had spoken to the writing prophets like
| saiah and Jeremiah(M ajor Prophets), or Hoseaand Amos (Minor Prophets). He had also spokento
the non-writing prophets like Elijah, Elisha and Nathan.

The basic idea of the whole book isthat Jesus Christ alone brings to men the full revelation
of God and that He alone enables men to enter into the very presence of God. He begins by
comparing Jesus with the prophets. "The Lord God will do nothing but He reveal eth His secretsto
His servants the prophets’ (Amos 3:7). By contrast, Jesus is far greater and His revelation is
superior.

1:2-INTHESE LAST DAY S. TheBelievers Study Biblenotesthat: "Hasintheselast days' is
understood literally as "recently" by some, but the author should be understood to say that the



coming of the Messiah inaugurated the last days (Acts2:16, 17; James5:3; 1 Pet. 1:20; 2 Pet. 3:3; 1
John 2:18; Jude 18) [BSB - QV].

There seems to be common agreement that the last days here means "the entire gospel
dispensation extending from the first to the second advent of Christ" [RSB - QV]. In adifferent
context the last days might refer specifically to the daysimmediately preceding the Second Coming
of Jesus Christ.

BY HIS SON. God isrevealed more perfectly through His Son than through the prophets of the
Old Testament period. In"theselast days," or inthis period of time, God has spoken to us through
His Son. The Gospel according to John documentsthisfact. God sent His Soninto theworld to pay
the price for man's salvation and to initiate a new age; the age of grace. He really doeslove us.
Observeinverses 2 and 3:

Jesusisthe "heir of al things."

He isthe creator of all things.

He is the brightness of the glory of God.

He is the expressimage of His person.

He sustains all things through the word of His power.

He made provisions for our salvation.

Having provided for our salvation, He "sat down on the right hand of the Mgjesty on

@*rpaopoow

high."

BY WHOM ALSOHE MADE THE WORLDS. “ Theworlds’ hereisliterally, the ages,
and would includetime, space, and the material world. Jesusisthe agent of God’ screation.
John 1:1-3 spellsit out:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and theWord was God. Hewasin the beginning with God. All
things came into being through Him, and apart from Him
nothing came into being that has come into being (NNAYS).

1:3-THEBRIGHTNESSOF HISGLORY. Thisexpressionwhich meansthatitisin Christ
that the glory of God shines through to us. The NNAS has “the radiance of His glory.” The
brightness is an “effulgence or flood of resplendent light or radiance. The word means ‘an
outshining,” not areflection” [RSB - QV].

THE EXPRESSIMAGE OF HISPERSON. Christ, God's Sonis"the expressimage of His
person.” This phrase can betrandated "theimpress of Hisessence," which affirmsthefull deity of
Jesus[BSB - QV]. The NNAS has, “the exact representation of His nature.” Jesusisthe exact or
perfect representation of God’ s essence and nature. These expressionsin verse 3 are powerful and
dramatic assertions of the deity of Christ.

The writer of this epistle wasinspired to write that Jesus is "express image of His person.”
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While studying this passage, | recalled something that hel ped me understand this. Severa yearsago
my wifeand | asked my brother, Mike, aMonroe, Louisianaattorney to rewrite our wills. Wewere
preparing to sign and have the willswitnessed and notarized. Mike handed the drafts of thewillsto
a secretary and said, "I want them to have two originals each." She asked, "Do you mean one
original and one copy?' He answered, "No, | want two originalsfor each of them." Jesus Christis
not a.carbon copy, or even aphoto copy of the Father. The Father isoriginal. Jesusisoriginal; one
with the Father, the "express image of His Person.” See John 1:1ff.

SAT DOWN ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE MAJESTY ON HIGH. “The picture of
Christ being seated indicates the finished character of His once-for-all sacrificefor sin (10:10, 12),
and the right hand indicates the place of honor that He occupies’ [RSB - QV].

Isit any wonder that Hisisthe "name above every name?' Theauthor of Hebrewsiswasting
no timein getting to the heart of theissue. He seeksto hold Jesus Christ up to the people of Isragl in
such asaway that they must see Himin His place - the exalted, preeminent, gloriousMessiah. Heis
"the Christ, the Son of the living God."

B. Jesusissuperior tothe Angels(l:4 - 2:18).
1. Heissuperior in Hisrelationship with the Father, 1:4-14.
a. He has aname more excellent than theirs, 1:4.

Inverses 1-3, the Scripture declaresthat Jesusisfar superior to the prophets. I1naddition, the
writer stresses that God revealed Himself more perfectly through Jesus than He had through the
prophets of old. Now, he will prove that Jesusis superior to angels.

1:4- MUCH BETTER THAN THE ANGELS. The Jews of the first century held a deep
belief inangels. They believed thereweremillionsof angelsand that they brought God's messageto
man. Theword translated angel actually meansmessenger. They believed the angels brought God's
word to people and delivered their prayersto Him. For adiscussion of the basic Jewish beliefs
about angels, see Barclay, pp 8f.

The point hereisthat the Sonisfar greater than angels, and that anyone who knowsthe Son
needs no angel to serve as an intermediary between himself and God. The author used proof texts:
Ps. 2:7; 1l Sam. 7:14; Ps. 97:7; Deut. 32:43; Ps. 104:4; 45:7,8; 102:26, 27; 110:I. As The Believers
Study Bible [BSB: QV] notes that author quotes seven O. T. passages in verses 5-14 in support of
thisclaim.

A MORE EXCELLENT NAME. One of my first books of sermonswas abook by R. G. Lee
entitled, The Name Above Every Name. | aso heard him preach on the same subject. Every timel
read this verse or Phil. 2:10-11, | recall how brilliantly Dr. Lee sought to magnify that marvelous
and holy name. But no sermon can exhaust meaning of those simple words Paul was inspired to
write some two thousand years ago to the church he loved so dearly.
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So that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those
who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ isLord, to the glory of God the
Father (Phil. 2:10-11 NNAYS).

b. He has acloser relationship with God than the angels, 1:5-7.

1:5- ANGELS. As we have aready seen, the word angel means "messenger." It goes
without saying that a messenger isin the service of the one whose message he bears - in this
case, a servant; and the servant is not greater than his master.

According to some surveysthereisastrong belief in angelsin Americaat the present
time. Therenewed interest in angels, however, has not been limited to Christians. The New
Agereligions (or whatever designation onewould give the postmodern spiritual beliefs) have
shown an unusual interest in angles. With such interest in angels Christians need to be sure
they understand what the Bible hasto say about them. Our sourceisthe Scripture, but Billy
Graham’ s popular book on angels should be of interest to students of the Word. According
to the Ryrie Study Bible:

All angels were originally created in a holy state, but some
followed Satan in his revolt against God and became the
demons. Some demons are loose and some are confined. See
notes on Matt. 7:22; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6. Angels are created
beings who must ultimately answer to their Creator (Col. 1:16)
[RSB: QV].

One frequently hears someone say that each person has a guardian angel.
The Bible says that God has given His angels watch care over us but it does not teach that
each person hasaguardian angel. We have something better - God has sent HisHoly Spirit
to indwell each believer (see John 16).

A number of facts may be gleaned from the Bible about angels.

1. It seemsthat they are organized and ranked (Isa. 6:1-3; Dan. 10:13; Eph.
3:10; Jude 9).

2. Angelsministered to Christ often during His earthly ministry and they will
accompany Him at Hisreturn (Matt. 2:13; 4:11; 26:53; 28:2, 5; Luke 22:43; 2
Thess. 1:7-8).

3. They serve believers (v. 14) and watch over them (1 Cor. 4:9; 11:10). 4.



Michael isthe only one designated an archangel (Dan. 10:13, 21; Jude 9),
though Gabriel also has an important position and may hold that rank (Luke
1:19, 26).

THOU ART MY SON. The NNAStranglation reads. For to which of theangelsdid He
ever say, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY | HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"? (Italics added).
The point isthat God never said that of any angel. These words were apparently used in the
coronation of Solomon, and therefore the expression, “this day have | begotten thee” would
understandably relate to Solomon or another king of the Davidic line. It must be here
stressed that Jesus was not “begotten” in the same sense that angels or human beings were
created. According to John 1:1ff, Jesus is coeternal, and coequal with the Father, and as
such, the uncaused Cause of everything that exists.

Ryrie has observed that:

In this verse the writer of Hebrews is quoting |1 Sam. 7:14 and
Ps. 2:7. Never to an angel did God say that he wasason, only to
and of Christ. 2 Sam. 7:14 was addressed to Solomon, and Ps.
2:7 may have been sung to a monarch on the day of his
coronation. Christ, explains the writer of Hebrews, is the
ultimate fulfillment of these words [RSB: QV].

FATHER...SON. TheNNASreads. “And again, ‘| WILL BEA FATHER TO HIM AND
HE SHALL BEA SON TO ME'?" TheLord says thisonly of Christ - never of angels.

1:6- WHEN HE BRINGETH. DoesHehavein mind the Incarnation, or the Second Coming?
It might betranslated “when He again brings,” referring to the second coming of Christ. Regardless
of how we answer that question, we must conclude that God expects both angels and Christiansto
worship His Son.

LET THE ANGELSWORSHIP HIM. Thelord saysthat He givesthetitle“My Son” to
Jesus Christ, but not to angels (vs. 5) and here He commands the angelsto worship him. Healso
expects us to worship Him.

1:7- OF THE ANGELS. The NNAS reads, “And of the angels He says, "WHO MAKES HIS
ANGELSWINDS, AND HISMINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE." The NKJV has, “says. "Who
makes Hisangels spirits And Hisministersaflame of fire (italicsadded).” The NRSV agreeswith
theNNAS. “Winds,” isbetter. Thequotationisfrom Ps. 104:4. Angelsareservantsof God, asare
wind and fire, and as such they are subordinate to the Son.

c. Hereignsforever. Histhroneisforever and ever, 1:8-9.



1:8- YOUR THRONE ISFOREVER. Thewriter quotesPs. 45:6-7, which was probably sung
at aHebrew king's wedding. What wastrue of the earthly king by virtue of hisoffice, isabsolutely
and eternally true of Christ “by virtue of Hisnature” [RSB: QV]. The NNAS renders this verse:

But of the Son He says, "Y OUR THRONE, O GOD, ISFOREVER
AND EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE
SCEPTER OF HISKINGDOM.

The righteous King's scepter is a scepter of righteousness. He reigns in righteousness: the
Sovereign of the universe, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

O GOD. “O God' addresses the messianic King as fully divine” [BSB: QV]. Heisone with the
Father (“1 and My Father are one,” John 10:30).

1:9- YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS. It isthe nature of a holy God to love
righteousness and hateiniquity. He challenged ancient Israel, “But let justiceroll down like
waters And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24).

TheMessiah isaddressed again as God, stressing Hisdivinenature. Thisfact must be
expressed in these postmodern times without fear of the charge that we are being redundant.
There are many cults out there and some of them make apoint of identifying themselveswith
Christ. The Mormonsrun commercial after commercial inwhich they offer free of chargeto
anyone a copy of the Book of Mormon, “the other Gospel of Jesus.” One of the basic
characteristicsof acultisthat they either minimizethe deity of Christ or deny Hishumanity.

See the prologue to the Gospel according to John for the Christian’ s defense against these
false doctrines.

ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS. TheKJV has*“aboveyour fellows.” Heisabove and beyond
all others, including angels.

d. Heisimmutable (changeless), |:10-12.

1:10- YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING. He laidthefoundation of the earth and created
al things. "All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that was made"
(John I:3). For a century, evolution was the gospel of humanism. Today, many scientists and
educators have abandoned post-Darwinian atheistic evolution in favor of pre-Darwinian pantheistic
evolution. Itisrecognized herethat many Christians, including theol ogians, subscribeto someform
of theistic evolution (God got it started and then left it to the evolutionary process). Not only do
both creationistsand evolutionistsreject thistheory, it issuch aninefficient method of creation that |
find it inconsistent with nature of God we see in the Scripture.

Thereisalot | do not know about creation, but thismuch | do know - my authority for what
happened and why it happened was there and we have His first hand account. Creation is an
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essential doctrine, but a much neglected doctrine, neglected in part because “scientists’ and
“educators’ have intimidated Christians. There is a disturbing silence among Christians on the
subject of creation. The churchisfailingitsmembersthrough itssilence. If thisseemstoo strong a
charge, ask yourself how many of today’ s evolutionists once sat as children and young peoplein
someone’s Sunday School class, and under some pastors preaching. It is amazing how many of
them really believe science has “proved” evolution.

Ken Ham, Director of Answersin Genesis, asks “Whose word are you going to take - man,
who doesn’'t know everything and who wasn’t there; or God Who does know everything and Who
was there.” God's people may trust God and believe His Word,

1:11-THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN. Geologiststell usthe earthischanging
al the time. Astro-physicists tell us the universe is running down and even without divine
intervention, the day will come when there would be no more earth. The sunisbeing consumed at
an incredible rate (in only five million more yearsit will burn itself out, after having expanded and
destroyed the earth!). Starsarefading, planetsare changing, oceansare shifting. But Jesus Christis
changeless. He is the same today as He was when He laid the foundation of the world. "Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and forever," (Hebrews 13:8).

1:12- THEY SHALL BE CHANGED. According to the First Law of Thermodynamics, all
elementsare preserved, but according to the Second Law of Thermodynamics, the order of all things
is breaking down. The Second Law of Thermodynamics is cited by creationists as one of the
greatest arguments against evolution. Park afifty-thousand dollar luxury car out behind your house
for fiveor six yearsand seeisit appreciates or depreciatesin value. Rather than evolution, we see
devolution! All material things are changing today and the day is coming when the physical
universe we see around us will be destroyed.

But the day of the Lord will come as athief in the night, in which the heavens will
pass away with agreat noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the
earth and the works that arein it will be burned up (11 Peter 3:10, NKJV).

BUT YOU ARE THE SAME. Immutability isone of the basic attributes of God: “For | amthe
LORD, | changenot...” (Mal. 3:6). Every attribute of God the Father isalso an attribute of God the
Son. Heisthe same “yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8).

e. Healonesits at the right hand of God, 1:13-14.

1:13- TO WHICH OF THE ANGELS. We should remind ourselves that the theme of this
section isthe superiority of Christ over angels. So, thewriter isinspired to ask, “ But to which of the
angelshasHeever said: "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Y our enemiesY our footstool"? (NKJV).
The reference, from Ps. 110:1, isto the final victory of our Lord over His enemies. Jesusaoneis
invited to "sit on my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool." He is preeminent,
yesterday, today, and forever!



1:14- MINISTERING SPIRITS. Jesusisthe Sovereign Lord, the angelsHis ministering sprits
“sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?’” They minister to the children of God.

2. Hispreeminenceis seen in His message of salvation (2:1-4).

a. We must pay attention to Hisword, 2:1.

NOTE: In2:1-4 wefind thefirst of five"warning passages' found in the book of Hebrews.
The other warning passages are found in 3:7-4:13; 5:11-6:12; 10:19-39; 12:14-29.

2:1- FOR THIS REASON. For what reason? For the reason already given in chapter one.
Christ issuperior to the prophets, and He is superior to angels. The NNASreads, “For thisreason
we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.”

TO WHAT WE HAVE HEARD. Thereisagood reason for paying close attention to what is
revealed of God to usthrough Jesus Christ. The author hasin mind two revelations, the revelation
of the law which came through the medium of angels and the revel ation which came through Jesus
Christ. Those who neglected the revelation which came through angels were subject to swift and
severejudgment. A far greater and more terrible punishment facesthose who neglect therevelation
which comes through the Son.

SO THAT WE DO NOT DRIFT. TheAuthorized Versionhas*lest at any timewe should
let them slip away.” A number of modern trandlations prefer “drift away,” “loose from their
mooringsif they forget how superior Christis’ [RSB: QV].

For most of usthe danger isnot as much that wewill plungeinto disaster asit isthat wewill
driftinto sin. Therearethosewho deliberately, in adramatic moment, turn their backson God. But
there are many who day by day drift farther and farther from Him. Barclay transates this,
"Therefore, we must the more eagerly anchor our livesto the thingswhich we have been taught, lest
the ship of life drift past the harbour and be wrecked."

b. Thereisno escape for those who reject His salvation, 2:2-3a.

2:2-1F THE WORD SPOKEN BY ANGELS. Thisrefersistothe Mosaic Law (Ps. 68:17;
Acts 7:53). Judaism taught that angels had delivered the law.

Both Stephen (Acts 7:53) and Paul (Gal. 3:19) indicate that the Law was given by
angels. In Deut. 33:2 of the LXX, thelast clause of the versereads"at Hisright hand
were angelswith Him," which apparently was an interpretation of the "holy ones" in
the previous clause [BSB: QV].
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“If the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and
disobediencereceived ajust penalty” (NNAS), how much more so would the word spoken through
the Son of God. “The grasswithers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever” (Is.
40:8, NKJV).

2:3a - HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE...? If the word delivered by angels was certain to be
fulfilled, how will we escape the consequences if we rgject (or neglect) the message of “so great a
salvation” delivered by the Son?’

c. Hismessageis confirmed by God, 2:3b-4.

2:3b - SPOKEN BY THE LORD. Thewriter of Hebrews says that the word of God was first
spoken to New Testament believersby the Lord (Jesus) Himself; and then it was* confirmed to us by
those who heard Him (the apostles and other disciples).

2:4 - GOD ALSO TESTIFYING. The Lord sent John the Baptist to bear witness of Christ:
“John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, ‘ Thiswas He of whom | said, '"He who comes after
me is preferred before me, for He was before me" (John 1:15, NKJV).

And John borewitness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven likeadove,
and He remained upon Him. | did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize
with water said to me, 'Upon whom you seethe Spirit descending, and remaining on
Him, thisisHe who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. And | have seen and testified that
thisisthe Son of God" (John 1:31-34).

Jesus added Hiswitness: "If | bear witness of Myself, My witnessis not true” (John 5:31).

SIGNS AND WONDERS. “God also testified with them, both by signs and wonders and
various miracles.” In the Gospel According to John, the Miracles of Jesus are called signs, and
according to the Scripture, “many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did”
(John 2:23).

The verse employs all three of the terms generally used in the N.T. to convey the
idea of the miraculous. "Signs' emphasizes the divine communication in the
miraculous. "Wonders" stresses the impression made upon those witnessing the
miracle. "Miracles" is better rendered "powers’ and calls attention to the awesome
abilities which produce the miraculous (cf. Acts 2:22, note) [BSB: QV].

ANDBY GIFTSOFTHEHOLY SPIRIT. “Giftsof theHoly Spirit" have beeninterpretedin
two ways. This may mean that God gives the Holy Spirit to each believer (Gal. 3:5), which, of
course, istrue. Or it may mean that the Holy Spirit gives giftsto believers (1 Cor. 12:11), whichis
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also true.

3. Jesusissuperior in His purpose, 2:5-18.

NOTE 1. Thisisavery important section from atheological perspective. Initwewill see
some specific reasons why the incarnation was necessary for atonement. Verses 17and 18
are especially important.

NOTE 2: In 2:5-9 the writer considers the question, what is man? A. G. Chesterson said,
"Whatever elseisor isnot true, thisonething is certain -- man isnot what hewasmeant to be. F. F.
Brucesaid: "Themanwho says, 'l| could not have a high opinion of aGod who would do thisor that
isnot adding anything to our knowledge of God; heissimply telling us something about himself.”
The writer of Hebrews goes a step further as he brings Jesus into the picture. Barclay, not
surprisingly, has three points:

(1) God created man alittle lower than himself to have the mastery over al things.

(2) Man through sin entered into frustration and defeat instead of mastery and
dominion.

(3) Intothisstate of frustration and defeat came Jesus Christ, in order that by Hislife
and death and glory, He might make man what man was meant to be.

2:5-THEWORLD TO COME. What doesthe Lord havein mind here. (1) IsHethinking of
the creation? If so, the point isthat God gave dominion over the earth at thetime of creation to man,
not angels. (2) Isit possiblethat Heis pointing to atimein our future when men, rather than angels
will have dominion? Ryrie says, “theworld to come” isliteraly, “the coming inhabited earth (asin
Luke2:1). A referenceto themillennial kingdom on earth, which will not be ruled by angels but by
Christ and the redeemed” [RSB:QV].

2:6-BUT ONETESTIFIED INA CERTAIN PLACE. TheNKJV has, “But onetestifiedin
acertain place, saying: ‘What is man that Y ou are mindful of him, Or the son of man that Y ou take
care of him?’ Thisis an interesting way of stating what both the human author and the Hebrew
recipientsall knew very well. They knew that the* one” who testified was David and they knew that
the “certain place” was Psalm 8. “For the author of Hebrews, all the O.T. isthe voice of the Holy
Spirit, regardless of the human author” [BSB: QV].

2.7-ALITTLELOWER THAN THE ANGELS. “Youhave madehimalittlelower than the
angels; Y ou have crowned him with glory and honor, And set him over the works of Y our hands’
(NKJV). It may come as a surprise to some that the Hebrew actually used the word Elohim, the
word for God (or gods) in Psalm 8. The comment in the Believers Study Bible should help clear up
any confusion:
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The Hebrew text has ~elohim ("God" or "gods") in Ps. 8:5, while the LXX, asthis
text, has"angels." The Hebrew "gods" was used in alesser sense of both angelsand
men (Ps. 82:6). Jesus understood "men" asthe meaning of "gods" (Ps. 82:6), as John
10:35 indicates (cf. Ps. 8:5, note).

2:8- UNDER HISFEET. The Scripture saysthat God has“put all thingsin subjection under
his feet" (NKJV). The reference is not to Christ, but to man, who was given dominion over the
creation (Gen. 1:28), but who lost it when he sinned (Rom. 8:20). In thefuture Christ will placeall
things in subjection under His feet and the redeemed who will reign with Him because of Christ's
death for sin (v. 10). Man is unworthy of God's attention but God in His merciful kindness has
shown man Hisfavor.

WE DO NOT YET. The NNASreads, “Heleft nothing that is not subject to him. But now we
do not yet see all things subjected to him.” It isan accomplished fact in the mind of God, though we
do not yet seeit. It remainsto be fulfilled at His return.

In summary, these verses teach us that when God created man He gave him dominion over
the world He created. He did not give dominion to the angels. However, in the Fall (through sin)
man lost that dominion. Jesus Christ became man (the Incarnation) and through His Own death and
resurrection Heregained that ost dominion. Hedoes not yet exercise dominion, but withtheLord’s
return it is assured.

b. Jesus became man that he might die for man (overcome death for man) (2:9-18).

2:9-BUT WE DO SEE HIM. Wehave not seen al things brought under subjection at thistime,
but we may see Jesus now; we may hear Him now; we may know Him intimately right now.

WHO WASMADE. Thelncarnation made it possible for usto see Him “who was made alittle
whilelower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and
honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone” (NNAS). Hewas made a
little lower than the angel s that He might suffer death for man. 1saiah recorded the vicarious death
of Jesus more than seven hundred years before it happened. And now, the author of Hebrews,
writing after the fact, states it succinctly: "By the grace of God” He died for us (No where is
expressed more clearly than in John 3:16).

CROWNED WITH GLORY AND HONOR. HisIncarnation, perfect life, vicarious death,
and glorious exaltation are the basisfor His being crowned with glory and honor. “That Jesustasted
of death for every man is another testimony to the universality of the atonement” [BSB: QV].
2:10-1T WASFITTING FOR HIM. It wasfitting for Jesus (and only for Jesus) because
Heisthe Creator and Sustainer of all thingsthat exist. Inverses 10 -18 we see another way
in which Christ is superior to the angels - He is the Savior.
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PERFECT THEAUTHOR OF THEIR SALVATION. TheNKJV has, “to makethe captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” Jesus Christ is the captain (author, origin) of our
salvation. Heisthe source of eternal lifeto al who believe in Him.

To “make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering” does not imply that there
was any imperfection in Him. “Rather, He fully experienced the suffering of humanity through
completeidentification with humanity. Theword ‘perfect’ hastheideaof ‘ completion” [BSB: QV].

2:10- ALL FROM ONE FATHER. Weare dl united with Christ as one in the Father. The
qualifying statement, “ both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified,” precludesany claim of
universalism. Thosewho are sanctified are those who have been saved and set apart for the glory of
God through the ministry of the Holy Spirit Who indwellsall believers. Only true believersare“all
from one Father.” And because they have received Jesus Christ, “He is not ashamed to call them
brethren.”

We live in aworld that recognizes the recognized in society. We honor the honored in
science; glorify the glorified in entertainment; we glamorize the glamorouswith pageants. We hang
medal s on athletes and war heroes, and Ooh and Aah over the lifestyle of the rich and famous. We
love polls and champion the Who's Who in every field. Preachers even publish award winning
sermons and vote on Who's Who in Religion. | have no problem with the giving or receiving of
such awards, even though | can hardly imagine Amos, Elijah, or Jeremiah receiving such
recognition. Most preachers, however, never expect to be honored, especially in this post-Christian
age. It is enough - more than enough - to have been given the privilege of calling our Creator
“Father,” and the agent of Creation my “Brother.” Believers are Children of God and joint-heirs
with Jesus Christ. That is absolutely mind-boggling!

2:12 - 1| WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME. We must read this as a continuation of the
thought expressed inverse 11. Jesus says He will proclaim your name“TO MY BRETHREN, IN
THEMIDST OF THE CONGREGATION | WILL SING YOUR PRAISE" (NNAYS). | wasflattered
when as ayoung pastor | went to hear aleading Southern Baptist preacher who was preaching in a
church about two hours away. He was stressing that Jesus is our friend, and that He gives us the
privilege of communicating with Him. To illustrate hispoint he*“| see Johnny Sandersout there. |If
| go out after the service and see Johnny, | will say ‘How are you, Johnny? And hewill say ‘I'm
fine Dr. Eddleman. How are you?’ And then he added, “ At least, he had better say it!”

I’ll haveto admit it, | was honored when the president of my seminary called me by namein
front of alarge congregation, especially since it was near my home and some of the people knew
me. Some of them had helped mewhen | wasin seminary and they respected Dr. Eddleman. By his
calling me by my name in the service he aerted them to my presence and they made it a point to
visit with me before | |eft.

Dr. Eddleman had called me by name many times before. We had spent a lot of time
together in the gym while | was in school, and when | was standing in line immediately before
graduation, he had walked over and asked, “ Johnny, do you think we need to call alittle conference
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in the gym tonight?’ That was nice, but thiswas
different and | was honored.

Theday iscoming when Jesus Christ isgoing to call me by name and say, “ Come, ye blessed
of My Father.” All earthly honors will fade in that moment. Earth’s treasures and earth’s honors
will be meaningless. The contemplation of such a greeting is exciting.

2:13- AND AGAIN. Theauthor of Hebrews continuesto quote from the OT Scripturesthistime
fromIsaiah: "I will put My trustinHim" (Is. 12:2). “Andagain,” Hesays(quotingIs. 8:18), "Here
am | and the children whom God has given Me."

2:14- CHILDREN SHARE IN FLESH AND BLOOD. Onceagain, attentioniscalledto the
Incarnation and to the humanity of Jesus. “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood,
He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him
who had the power of death, that is, thedevil” (NNAS). Jesus became flesh and blood to overcome
death and destroy him that has the power of death (Satan). Bruce wrote: "If ever death had
appeared to be triumphant, it was when Jesus of Nazareth, disowned by his nation, abandoned by
Hisdisciples, executed by the might of imperial Rome, breathed Hislast onthecross’' [BARCLAY].

But He entered death and overcame it.

"Matthew Henry comments on verses 14-18

The angelsfell, and remained without hope or help. Christ never designed to be the
Saviour of thefallen angels, therefore he did not take their nature; and the nature of
angels could not be an atoning sacrifice for the sin of man. Here is a price paid,
enoughfor all, and suitableto all, for it wasin our nature. Here the wonderful love of
God appeared, that, when Christ knew what he must suffer in our nature, and how he
must dieinit, yet hereadily took it upon him. And this atonement made way for his
people's deliverance from Satan's bondage, and for the pardon of their sinsthrough
faith[MH: QV].

2:15- MIGHT FREE THOSE. That is, that He “might free those who through fear of death
were subject to slavery all their lives.” Theword free (deliver) means absolute freedom. It wasused
outside the New Testament of divorce, so in Christ thereisadivorcement from this paralyzing fear
of death. As A. T. Robertson points out, ancients lived in fear of death, even though some
philosopherslike Senecadenied it [ATR: SM]. The author of Hebrews givesthelost another reason
for fear of death - thereisajudgment following death (Heb. 9:27). Jesus cameto set free thosewho
were slavesto sin, and consequently to the fear of death: “ And ye shall know thetruth, and the truth
shall makeyou free” (John 8:32). Inthe samediscourse (8:36), He added, “If the Son therefore shall
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

Sin and are serious matters and the unsaved person has every reason to fear. Jesus said,
"And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Himwho isableto
destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28, KJV). Thelost should fear eternal death, but the
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righteous should only fear God in a positive sense - we might cal it reverential awe. This
characterized the early church: “ And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Spirit, they were multiplied” (Acts 9:31b, NKJV).

In our modern age of pop-psychology many people are much more concerned about fear and
guilt feelingsthan sin and spiritual death. In Christ thereisfreedom from sin and the fear of death.
One of the great paradoxesin the Bible isfound in the relationship between fear and joy. Thereis
no joy in fear of death or fear of the unknown, but there isjoy in reverential fear of God. We see
that glorious combination in expressed in the women leaving the open tomb on that blessed
Resurrection morn: “So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to
bring His disciplesword” (Matt. 28:8, NKJV).

2:16- HE GIVESHELP. Jesusdid not become an angel to diefor angelic sin - Hebecameflesh
and blood to diefor human sin: “For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He giveshelp to
the descendant of Abraham.” He did not come to earth to save fallen angels, but to save fallen
human beings. Itissignificant that Jesustook on the form of the seed of Abraham in order to “make
reconciliation for the sins of the people.” Jesus might have taken on any form, including that of an
angel, but He did not.

"Seed of Abraham" usually refers to the physical descendants of Abraham, but the
absence of the article in Greek before "seed" may emphasize the character of the
people, thusthe spiritual seed of Abraham: Gentilesand Jews (Gal. 3:29). The same
expression in John 8:33, however, obviously means "Jews' [BSB: QV].

2:17- BEING MADE LIKE HISBRETHREN. In thisverse we have a continuation of the
emphasison the Incarnation and the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thedeity of Christisnever
to be stressed to the neglect of the humanity of Christ, and the humanity of Christ is never to be
preached in any way that denies the deity of Christ. He was as much human asif He had not been
divine at al; and He was as much divine as if He had not been human at all.

Jesus became flesh and blood, as we find in the prologue to the Gospel According to John
(1:14) “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” Jesusis the High Priest of our salvation.
This reference (vs. 17) would not go unnoticed by the Jewish readers. |If the modern reader is
familiar with the Old Testament, this will be more meaningful to him than if he has neglected it.
The NRSV rendersit:

Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sistersin every respect, so that he
might beamerciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make asacrifice
of atonement for the sins of the people.

From the early gnostics to certain of the postmodern New Age religionists, many have

struggled either with Hisdeity, or Hishumanity. The docetic gnosticstaught that He only seemed to
be human. Some taught that He was human until His baptism, at which time He became divine
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(spiritual), and then before the crucifixion he became human again (they believed spirit could not
die). Jesus was both human and divine, and any group that denies either meets one of the basic
traits of acult.

A MERCIFUL AND FAITHFUL HIGH PRIEST. The phrase "amerciful and faithful High
Priest” refersto the mediatorial office of Jesus Christ asHigh Priest before God. The preeminence
of the high priesthood of Jesus Christ is amajor theme of the Book of Hebrews. He will develop
this theological concept at great length later in the epistle.

Jesusisa"merciful” High Priest in that as Man Hefully understands man, and Heis
a "faithful” High Priest in that as God He can be completely trusted by men to be
their means of atonement. All can approach Christ with absolute confidence (for He
is faithful) and with assurance that they will find mercy (for He is merciful). Note
how these twin concepts are developed in 3:1-6 and 4:14-16 [BSB: QV].

TO MAKE PROPITIATION. Out superior High Priest offered the superior sacrifice (once-for-
all sacrifice) “to make propitiation for the sins of the people.” Rather than propitiation, the word
should be translated propitiate (or expiate). Propitiation “refersto God's wrath being satisfied by
the death of Christ (Rom. 3:25; 1 John 2:2)” [RSB: QV]. Expiation hasto do with “the removal of
sin by the sacrifice that satisfied God. Sin interrupts normal relations with God; expiation removes
sinand restorestherelationship [RSB: QV]. TheHolman Bible Dictionary statesthat expiation and
propitiation are:

Termsused by Christian theol ogiansin attemptsto defineand explain
the meaning of Christ's death on the cross asit relates to God and to
believers. Expiation emphasizes the removal of guilt through a
payment of the penaty, while propitiation emphasizes the
appeasement or averting of God's wrath and justice. Both words are
related to reconciliation, sinceit isthrough Christ's death on the cross
for our sins that we are reconciled to a God of holy love (Rom.
5:9-11; 2 Cor. 5:18-21; Col. 1:19-23).

Biblical Vocabulary The point of difference in interpretation for theologians has
centered on the Greek word hilasmos in 1 John 2:2; 4:10. A look at various
tranglations show the distinctions here: "propitiation” (KJV, NASB); "expiation"
(RSV); "atoning sacrifice for our sins' (N1V, NRSV, compare REB); "means by
which our sinsareforgiven" (TEV). Related Greek words occur in Matthew 16:22;
Luke 18:13; Romans 3:25; Hebrews 2:17; 8:12; 9:5. KJV usesvarioustrand ations of
these words: "be merciful,” "make reconciliation,” "to be a propitiation,” "the
mercy-seat,” "beit far from thee,” "I will be merciful” [HBD: QV].

2:18-SINCEHEHIMSELFWASTEMPTED. Rabbinical reasoning with which the Hebrew
readerswere so familiar isused throughout this passage, and movesto alogical conclusionwiththis
verse: “For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to cometo the
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aid of those who are tempted.” Here we see that Jesus can identify with man's temptations. "He
knowswhat isin every man." Our Savior isnot aremote deity, callused by time and space. He has
seen our problemsthrough our eyes. He knowswhat we need right now. A black deacon expressed
itsowell: “He ssit’'n high an’ look’n low.”

Jesus Christ, the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, not only suffered physically for us, Hefaced
all the temptations any human faces in this world. He was tempted to sin, and put to the test by
trials, just as any other man. “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but wasin all pointstempted aswe are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15, NKJV). But there
is more; “not only was tempted by trials that befall humans generally but also by those that were
designed to sidetrack Him in the purpose of His coming to earth” [RSB: QV]. A. T. Robertson
(Word Pictures in the New Testament on CD ROM) points out that

The temptation to escape the shame of the Cross was early and repeatedly presented to
Christ, by Sataninthewilderness (Mt 4:8-11), by Peter in the spirit of Satan (Mt 16:22f.), in
Gethsemane (Mt 26:39), and caused intense suffering to Jesus (Lu 22:44; Heb 5:8). { Heis
able} (dunatai). Thisword strikes the heart of it all [ATR: SM].

C. Christ isSuperior to Moses (3:1-6).

In this section Christ is presented as the “ Apostle of our profession, the Messenger sent by
God to men, the great Reveadler of that faith which we profess to hold, and of that hope which we
profess to have. As Christ, the Messiah, anointed for the office both of Apostle and High Priest”
[MH: QV]. HeisJesus, Saviour, Healer, the great Physician.

|. A builder is superior to the house, 3:1-4.

3:1- HOLY BRETHREN. Thisis the first time the author makes a direct appeal. He aso
identifieswith them by calling them “brethren.” "Partakers' is partners; they are partnersin God's

service. "Of a heavenly calling. . ." shows that the call comes from Heaven and it is a call to
Heaven. Theword "consider. . ." meansto fix the mind (eyes) on asin Matthew 7:3. Jesusiscalled
"Apostle and High Priest. . .” This is the only time in the New Testament that Jesus called

apostol os, though he often used apostello of God's sending him forth asin John 17:3. Robertson
rightly points out that these Hebrew Christians had confessed Jesus astheir Apostle and High Priest
and that if they are tempted to give Him up, they do not begin to understand what Jesusisand means
[BARCLAY: 23-25].

CONSIDER JESUS. “Therefore,” he says (based on the points he has already made), “holy
brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus.” He merits our consideration because of
Who Heisand because of what Heis- “the Author and High Priest of our confession.” But thereis
another reason we should consider Jesus - because we have been sanctified (cf. 2:11).

L ost people should consider Him as Savior and believers should consider HimasLord. “Jesusisthe
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Apostle, meaning ‘the one sent from God to represent God to us' (John 5:24), and High Priest,
meaning ‘ the one who represents us to God' [RSB: QV].

3:2- HE WAS FAITHFUL...AS MOSES. “He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as
Mosesalso wasin al Hishouse” (NNAS). Inthe mind of the Jew, Moses held a place which was
absolutely unique. They would, or should understand the point heismaking here. Thebasisfor his
argument isthat the full and supreme revelation of God came through Jesus Christ and only through
Himisthere accessto God. He has proved that Jesus is superior to the prophets and to the angels.
Now he will provethat Heis superior to Moses. “The author makes no deprecatory remarks about
Moses as he did not about the prophets and the angels’ [ATR: ].

3:3. HATH BEEN COUNTED WORTHY. Perfect passive of axioo, to deem worthy,
permanent situation described with the definite claim of Christ'ssuperiority to Moses[ATR: |. The
author reasons that the architect is superior to the house. The house of God existed before Moses
(11:2, 25). Jesus as God's Son founded and supervised the house of God. The incomparable Christ
supersedes M oses because Christ isthe builder of God's house and Moseswas only aservant in the
house.

3:4 - THE BUILDER OF ALL THINGS. “For every house is built by someone, but the
builder of al thingsis God” (NNAS). Heisthe Architect, Designer, and builder of al things.

2. A sonissuperior to a servant (5-6).

3.5- MOSESWASFAITHFUL. “Moseswas faithful in al His house as a servant...”

He ranks among the most important people in history. The leader of the Exodus is held in high
esteem by both Christians and Jews, and rightly so because hewasfaithful to thework to which God
called him.

FOR A TESTIMONY. All Moses did would stand for a testimony to be spoken later. “The
phrase "testimony ... afterward" may refer to subsequent revelations to be given to Moses. More
likely, the referenceis to post-Mosaic revelation regarding Christ (Deut. 18:15)” [BSB: QV].

Sincethefirst readers were familiar with the rabbinical method of teaching, they would not
be surprised by either therepetition or the length the writer goesto make hispoint. The point isthat
Moseswas aservant (vs. 5), but ChristisaSon (vs. 6). Moses served in the house but Christ rules
over the house.

3:6-BUT CHRIST. Incontrast with Moses. Asason Heisover thehouse. Intheoriginal itis
"very neat and quite conclusive, especially when we recall the high place occupied by Moses in
Jewish thought” [ATR: ].

The Jews had a high opinion of the faithfulness of Moses, yet his faithfulness was
but atype of Christ's. Christ wasthe Master of this house, of his church, his people,
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aswell astheir Maker. Moses was a faithful servant; Christ, as the eternal Son of
God, isrightful Owner and Sovereign Ruler of the Church [MH: QV].

3:6- WHOSE HOUSE ARE WE. All believerstoday comprisethis"house, whether we think
of it asthe church or the Kingdom of God. We Christians (Jews and Gentiles) are seen asawhole
(the over al spiritual church), not as alocal organization.

IF WE HOLD FAST. Condition of the third class (we may, or we may not). This note of
contingency runsthrough the entire Epistle, but the conditional clause beginning with "if" does not
focus on doubt. “Here, and repeatedly throughout Hebrews, we find that perseverance in the
Chrigtian life isthe test of whether one's Christian commitment is genuine” [BSB: QV].

D. Unbelief Isa Grave Matter (3:7-11).

The quotation hereis from Ps. 95:7-11. The children of Israel rebelled against God in the
wilderness. Because of this, they failed to enter into the land of Canaan and they perished in the
wilderness.

3:7-JUST ASTHEHOLY SPIRIT SAYS. Appropriate emphasisis placed ontherole of the
Holy Spirit in the communication of the Word of God. To fail to heed His warning will bring
catastrophic consequences. “The Holy Spirit says, " TODAY IF YOU HEAR HISVOICE...”
The quotation in 7:I is from Psalm 95:7-1l. The author has been trying to prove the unique
supremacy of Jesus. Now he exhorts them, if Jesus is so supremely and uniquely great, then it
follows that complete trust and obedience must be given him.

3:8-8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS. Thiswarning has relevance for any person,
but it had special significanceto the Hebrew readers. They would understand why the writer added,
“AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, ASIN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS’
(NNAS). Both here and Psalm 95:8, the KJV trandlates it, “Harden not your heart, as in the
provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness.” The NKJV "Do not harden your
hearts, as in the rebellion, As in the day of trial in the wilderness’ (italics added for emphasis).
Psalms 105 and 106 give a concise Reader’s Digest type summary of Israel’s four centuries in
Egypt, the eventual oppression, God's deliverance, their rebellion in the wilderness and its
consequences, the conguest which was never compl eted and the consequences of that failure. They
knew well the history from the Torah aswell asthose two psalmswhich weregivento keepit before
them as awarning.

3:9-WHERE YOUR FATHERSTRIED ME. Inthewilderness, God says, their forefathers
“TRIED MeBY TESTING Me,” and saw first hand the works of God for forty years, not only in
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judgment, but also in preserving His Chosen People and miraculously sustaining His covenant.

When Satan tempted Jesus, the Lord rebuked Him: * Jesus said unto him, It iswritten again,
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God” (Matt. 4:7m, KJV). He was quoting aversethey al knew
well: “Y e shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah” (Deut. 6:16, KJV).
The NNAS renders it, “"You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested Him at
Massah.”

And what happened at Massah? “Wherefore the peopledid chidewith Moses, and said, Give
us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye
tempt the LORD? (Ex. 17:2, KJV). It isinteresting that God did not rebuke the people for putting
Him to the test at Massah (Ex. 17), but commandsin Deut. 6 that they should never do it again (as
Jesus points out). Why is it condemned in Deut. 6:16, but not in Ex. 17:2? What has happened
between the time they put Him to the test at M assah and the commandment in Deuteronomy? They
had been to Sinai! They had entered a covenant relationship with Y ahweh. In their infancy they
might not have known any better, they could never again claim ignorance.

3:10-1 WASANGRY WITH THISGENERATION. Thefirst century Hebrewswere keenly
aware of their history. They had heard many lessons about the rebellion of their ancestorsin the
wilderness and the bitter consequences of their infidelity.

3:11-ASI SWORE INMY WRATH. Thewrath of God isan awesome thing to contemplate.
The wrath of God is the natural reaction of His holiness against evil. We must face the fact that
what man would rationalize asignorance in such matters. God clearly callsiniquity. Hisresponse
was decisive: “THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST" (NNAS).

"Rest" isused in the Book of Hebrewsin at least four different ways.

(1) Theland of Canaan (3:7-19).

(2) Salvation asrest (4:1, 3, 8, 9).

(3) God'srest at the completion of creation (4:4).
(4) Heaven, the Christian's ultimate rest (4:10, 11).

“In all such casesthe word meansto desist from oneform of activity
in order to give oneself to a wholly new enterprise. There is no
reference whatsoever to sleep or slumber. To enter God's eternal rest
is to devote oneself to the worship and work of heaven, in which
there is neither frustration nor exhaustion” [BSB: QV].

3:12 - TAKE CARE. In verses 12-15 the author uses the experience of the Children of Isragl in
the wilderness and appliesit as a strong warning to his current readers: “Take care, brethren, that
there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God”
(NNAYS). “The phrase"evil heart of unbelief" can mean (1) an evil heart produced by unbelief, (2)
an evil heart resulting in unbelief, or (3) an evil, i.e., unbelieving, heart” [BSB: QV].
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There would be intense pressure placed on some of those Hebrew Christians of the first
century to give up their association with Christians and their identification with this new movement
and returnto Judaism. The Lord isusing this meansto encourage His peopleto remain faithful and
to avoid apostasy. Throughout history there have been peoplein variousreligionswho havefound it
expedient to transfer their allegiance from one religion or sect to another. Christians have seen
converts, under pressure from family and friends, go back to other religions after professing afaith
in Christ. During fifteenth century in Spain there were Jews who “converted” to Christianity to
avoid the Inquisition.

The Jewish person who was genuinely saved would not lose his salvation if he withdrew
from the church and returned to the practice of Judaism. He would, however, lose something
significant in terms of sanctification, fruitfulness, and joy. Hewould fail the Lord both in terms of
his testimony and his service. He would deny himself the rewards of afaithful Christian life. No
believer can expect to grow in Christ or to be blessed by the Lord if he grieves the Holy Spirit.

3:13- ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER. “But encourage one ancther day after day, aslong as
itisstill called *Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” (NNAYS).
The KJV says, “exhort one another daily.”

THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN. Sinis personified here and portrayed as an aggressive,
malignant force. Thissin of unbelief isreferred to in 12:1 as“the sin which doth so easily beset us.”
Itisnot unusual to find sin personified in Scripture: “...Y e have sinned against the LORD: and be
sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23).

3:14 - PARTAKERS OF CHRIST. Those who believe one can “fall from grace” may use
passageslikethisasaproof text, but we must be sure we understand what theissueis here, and keep
our interpretation in context. Is the Scripture warning believers of the danger of becoming lost
through apostasy? Or, ishewarning first century Hebrew Christians of what isat stakeif they give
up their identification with Christ and return to Judaism? Isthe Lord warning of the danger of losing
one’ ssalvation, or is He stressing the blessing that come to the partakers of Christ, “if we hold fast
the beginning of our assurance firm until the end?’

3:15 - DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS. This verse is often quoted in evangdlistic
sermons and invitations. The NKJV reads, “ Today, if you will hear Hisvoice, Do not harden your
heartsasintherebellion." Their ancestors had hardened their hearts and suffered the consequences.
These first century believers should learn from their lesson. A word to the wise should be
sufficient.

The children of Israel had been miraculously delivered from Egypt by the mighty hand of
Almighty God. Because of their rebellion then were forced to wander in the wilderness for forty
years. When God had led them out of Egypt, He planned for them to meet Him at Sinai wherethey
would receive the Law and enter into a Covenant with Him. Then He would lead them on to the
Promised Land, aland flowing with milk and honey (the place of rest, vs. 11). We must remember
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that when they rebelled, the Lord (1) did not return them to Egypt, and (2) He did not let them enter
the Promised Land.

Today when Christians rebel against God' s plan to lead them into His rest He (1) does not
return them to Egypt (bondage, slavery to sin), and (2) He does not let them enter His Promised
Land (for believers). Unlessthey repent and let Him lead them into their spiritual Canaan, they will
be condemned to wander in the wilderness (flesh, carnality)

3:16 - WHO PROVOKED HIM? In the current verse Israel’s sin in the wilderness is
portrayed as provocation or rebellion. In verse 17 their conduct is called sin; in verse 18 it is
disobedience; and in verse 19 it is described as unbelief. Here He asks, “For who provoked Him
when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses?” All Israel
had rebelled against the Lord, with the notable exception of Joshua and Caleb.

3:17 - WITH WHOM WAS HE ANGRY? “..Was it not with those who sinned, whose
corpses fell in the wilderness?” Not only do we find the account of their rebellion in Exodus;
various psalms commemorate the miraculous deliverance of their ancestors from Egypt. These
psalms aso detail their inexcusable rebellion in the wilderness and the agonizing consequences of
their provocation. The intensity of God’s wrath is sobering. He had not forgotten it four hundred
years after the fact, and here some 1400 years later the Holy Spirit isinspiring the writer to remind
them once again. Those who are shocked at the nature of God’' s wrath need to take afresh ook at
the nature of Hisholiness. Itisaterrifying thing for the creatureto provoke his Creator (for sinners
to fall into the hands of an angry God!).

3:18-TOWHOM DID HE SWEAR. Towhom did God swear that they would not enter the
Promised Land (Hisrest)? He swore it to the entire adult generation who refused to follow Him.

3:19- SO WE SEE. Asaresult of this exegesis of Psalm 95 we see the divine principles
God follows in dealing with men and women.

THEY COULD NOT ENTER BECAUSE OF UNBELIEF. The Lord sent Moses to lead
His people out of Egypt, through the wilderness to Sinai for the giving of the Law and then into
Canaan so that they might possess their possession (enter Hisrest). They refused to go and their
refusal is called rebellion or a provocation. But what was the source of their rebellion? It was
unbelief. What can you expect of faithless people but faithlessness?
E. Rest IsPromised Through Jesus Christ (4:1-16).
1. Thereisarest that may be entered into only by faith (4:1-7).

4.1 - THEREFORE. There is no break in the argument of Psalm 95. This is a poor chapter
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division (Scriptureisinspired, but not the chapter and verse designations).

Upon consideration of Israel's history (ch. 3), the author argues that
God's promise to His people was not fulfilled by their entrance into
Canaan. Therefore, still promised is a rest which has not yet been
enjoyed (vv. 1-10), and Christians must strivefor that rest, motivated
by their own responsibility in the matter (vv. 11-13) [BSB: QV].

The Israelites perished because of unbelief. Thosetoday who follow their example must prepareto
face the wrath of God.

LET USFEAR. Theonewho loves God and trusts Him has no reason to fear. He has no reason
to worry about his eternal destiny; what the future holds. But the lost person has every reason to
fear, and that applies not only to the atheist or agnostic, but also to those who are “amost
persuaded” but ultimately do not commit themselves to the Lord.

Hiswarningisclear: “let usfear if, while apromise remains of entering Hisrest, any one of you may
seem to have come short of it” (NNAS). “To have come short of it” does not imply that one can be
saved and then fall from grace, as clearly taught in | Peter 3:3-5, but points to those who consider
Him and then fail to commit themselves to him. The Israglites perished because of unbelief and
people who do not believe in Jesus Christ will perish because of their unbelief.

HISREST. Restisused threewaysinthischapter. First, it isused of the peace of God. Second,
it isused in reference to the Promised Land. Third, it is used of the rest of God after six days of
creation.

The spiritual counterpart of the earthly Canaan is the goal of God's
peopletoday. Somethink that the"rest" hereisequivalent to heaven,
while others seeit more as spiritual progress and growth in maturity,
occurring as believers are obedient to God's word on their spiritual
journey toward heaven. Perhaps both ideas are present in the overall
context [BSB: QV].

Did not the people of Isragl enter the Promised Land under Joshua? If so, why did they not
find rest? A study of Psalm 95:7-11 along with Hebrews 4:1-13 teach us that there was more to
God’ srest than simply entering Canaan. Jesussaid, "Cometo Me, all you who labor and are heavy
laden, and | will giveyou rest” (Matt. 11:28).

4.2- GOOD NEWSPREACHED TO US. TheNRSV reads, “For indeed the good news came
to usjust asto them; but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united
by faith with those who listened.” The NNAS is ailmost identical, but the KJV and NKJV have
“gospel” instead of “good news.” Only those who hear and receive by faith the gospel of Jesus
Christ will benefit fromit. In fact, those who hear it and then reject it will compound their guilt.
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4.3-FORWEWHO HAVE BELIEVED. TheScriptureisclear: “ For wewho have believed”
- and only those who have believed - “enter that rest.” As Romans 10:9 teaches “ that if you
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved.” And in Romans 10:13 we read, “For the Scripture says, "Whoever
believes on Him will not be put to shame."

THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST. Heisadamant: "AS| SWORE IN MY WRATH,
THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST." Thisshould strike fear in the heart of any lost person
and bring a sense of awe to the hearts of al people, because God isjust asresolved today as He has
ever been, No unbeliever will ever enter Hisrest even though He made provisionsfor our salvation
from the foundation of the world.

4:4-IN A CERTAIN PLACE. “The Greek particle pou, translated "in a certain place,”
may be indefinite because the quotation isfound in three places (Gen. 2:2; Ex. 20:11; 31:17).
So, the reference may also be general rather than particular.

GOD RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY. A. T. Robertson has observed that this is not
absoluterest from all creative activity as Jesus showsin John 5:17 (“...My Father has been working
until now, and | have been working"). Robertson says, “But the seventh day of God’ srest was still
going on (clearly not atwenty-four-hour day)” [ATR: p. ]. On the seventh day, the day of God’s
rest, there isno mention of evening at all. The rabbis said that the other days came to and end, but
the day of God'srest hasno end, it is eternal and everlasting.

4.5-THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST. Thereisareason for the repetition we find
here. We should pay careful attention - God was serious then and Heis serious now. Immutability
isone of the key attributes of God: “| am the LORD, | change not” (Mal. 3:6). God's promise still
holds true - you may enter into His rest through faith. As we see in Romans, the faith principle
applies to both salvation and sanctification.

Rest in the Christian life comes through complete reliance on God's
promises and full surrender to His will (2 Cor. 5:7; Col. 2:6). The
word in verse 9 (rest) indicates that, just as God ceased from His
creative activity on the seventh day (v. 4), so believers may cease
fromworking for their salvation and self-reliance in sanctification. Or
this sabbath-rest may ook forward to believers futurerest in heaven
[RSB: QV].

4.6 - THEREFORE, SINCE. Thefirst century Hebrew readers would appreciate the argument
he is making. “Therefore, since it remains for some...to enter it (His rest)” refers to those who
believe. “Those who formerly had good news preached to them” denotes those who were
disobedient in the wilderness.
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4.7- ACERTAIN DAY. “Heagain fixesacertain day, "Today," saying through David after so
long a time (after the entire period of the Judges, some four hundred years)just as has been said
before, "TODAY IFYOU HEARHISVOICE, DONOT HARDEN YOURHEARTS." A hardened
heart is a dangerous condition.

2. Rest was foreshadowed in Joshua, realized in Christ (4:8-11).

4:8- ANOTHER DAY. Thelogicisirrefutable: “...if Joshuahad given them rest, He would not
have spoken of another day after that.” “If” is a condition of the second class (determined as
unfulfilled). Joshua (NT name, Jesus)was the successor to Moses who led in the conquest of
Canaan. He led them into the land, but he could not give them rest in his day because of their
unbelief. The promise remained to be fulfilled at some time in the future. The Christian today
cannot fully enter into that rest unless he believes the promises of God and walks with Him in the
Spirit. And even if hedoesthat, absolutely fulfillment of the promise (and complete rest) will not
be completely realized until some time in the future.

4.9-THERE REMAINSA SABBATH REST. So, thereremainsa Sabbath rest for the people
of God. Thisisthethird use of “rest” in this chapter (see noteson 4:1). Thisverse pulls back the
curtain and gives usalittlericher view of the Sabbath and itssignificance. Isit any wonder that the
Lord placed such emphasis on Sabbath observance (Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy)?

4.10- RESTED FROM HISWORKS. Theparalld continuesasthewriter showsthat the rest
into which the believer entersisanalogousto therest of God following the six daysof creation. The
word “rest” occurs 292 timesinthe NNAStrandlation of the Bible (242 inthe OT and 50inthe NT).

It is used often in the OT in reference to physical rest, especially in connection with the Sabbath
Day or the Sabbath Year. IntheNT the references are more often to a spiritual rest, or rest in the
Lord. Jesussaid:

Cometo Me, al who areweary and heavy-laden, and | will giveyou
rest. Take My yoke upon you and learnfrom Me, for | am gentleand
humblein heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS
(Matt. 11:28-29, NNAS).

| have often made the statement that only in Christ can you have your cake and eat it, too.
Y ou can experience the blessings of the Kingdom of God here and now, really livelifetoitsfullest,
without taking anything away from what awaits usin heaven. Through faith the true believer will
find rest in the Lord here and now, with full assurance that there awaits him arest that is complete,
fuller and deeper than anything one can experience in this world.

There is another point of interest: “For the one who has entered His rest has himself also
rested fromhisworks, asGod did fromHis’ (NNAS, italicsadded). Spiritually speaking, we cannot
enter God' s rest through our works; but by grace through faith we enter His rest and become His
servants [we are saved unto good works] (Eph. 2:8-10). We are not saved by works but in His
mercy and grace there is rest from our works. Rest does not point to the cessation of work, but to

26



relief from weariness and pain toil.

4:11- LET USBE DILIGENT. Inchecking synonymsfor theword diligent | found alist that
included assiduous (hard working), industrious, and studious. When | clicked on studious, | found
determined, intent, design, plan, purpose, meaning. What does the Lord have in mind here? To
whom is He addressing this, believers or unbelievers? To answer the last question first, He has
made it abundantly clear in His word that no one enters Hisrest (is saved) by works.

knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by
faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we
might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law;
for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified (Gal. 2:16,
NKJV, italics added).

According to this verse it is obvious that the Lord is not saying that a lost person can be
saved by hard work, so we must consider another possibility - and that is that He is speaking to
believerswho have already entered into Hispromise. If thisisthe case, we have the answer to both
guestions. The writer says, “...let us be diligent to enter that rest.” We must be diligent “in our
experience to enter therest into which we have already entered. Let usbe diligent. The same Greek
word isused in Eph. 4:3; 2 Tim. 2:15; 2 Peter 1:10; 3:14" [QV: RSB].

We must be diligent, which meansthat we must be zeal ous, eager, make every effort toyield
ourselvesto the Lord in such away that He can nurture us, grow us, mature us in and through His
Spirit. Theword carriestheideaof active exertion on our part, not to enter therest of salvation, but
to enter the rest of sanctification. Matthew Henry expressed it well:

Observe the end proposed: rest spiritual and eternal; therest of grace
here, and glory hereafter; in Christ on earth, with Christ in heaven.
After due and diligent labour, sweet and satisfying rest shall follow;
and labour now, will make that rest more pleasant when it comes
[QV: MH].

SO THAT NO ONE WILL FALL. Our failure to be diligent in pursuit of holiness
(righteousness, sanctification) will cause others to fall, “through following the same example of
disobedience.” The Christian must guard his, or her testimony and be conscious of setting a good
example for the saved as well asthe lost.

Thereisacontinual tendency in the church to look back; to think the great manifestations of
God are in the past. It seems that we believe that God’'s arm is shortened and that His power is
diminished and that the golden ageiseither in the past (or future). Thewriter of Hebrews trumpets
the announcement, “Never think that you have arrived too latein history; never think that the days of
great promises and great achievement life behind” [BARCLAY ]. Thisisstill God's*today” and
Heis as great today as He has ever been.
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We should note two truths. First, aword, no matter how great it is, isof no avail unlessit
becomes integrated into the heart of the person who hears it by faith. Second, the writer urges
readersto beware lest they missthe promises. Theword trandated bewareisthewordfor fear. This
isnot thekind of fear that paralyzes, or causesoneto fleein astate of panic. Rather, itisthekind of
fear that caused one to press on with strength and determination so that he will not miss out on
something important.

3. Judgment is certain (4:12-13).

4:12 - THE WORD OF GOD. This denotes God's inspired Word, the written Word (the
Scriptures). The believer must have high regard for and complete trust in the Word of God. “All
Scriptureisgiven by inspiration of God, and is profitablefor doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work”™ (11 Tim. 3:16-17).

LIVING AND ACTIVE. The KJV has “quick and powerful.” The Greek word transated
“active” (powerful) istheword energes, theroot of our Englishword "energy." TheWord of Godis
“sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and abl e to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (NNAS). “It hasthe
power to reach to the inmost parts of one's personality and to judge the innermost thoughts”
[RSB: QV].

SOUL AND SPIRIT. Many people think of the human personality as dichotomous - body and
soul. But the Bible reveals a trichotomy - body, soul, and spirit. In | Thessalonians 5:23, Paul
writes, “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit and soul
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The meaning isthat the Word piercesto the depths of soul and spirit,

not between the two. They stand for the innermost facets of our

immaterial nature, just asjointsand marrow the material aspect. Both

soul and spirit can be involved in what pleases or displeases God.

(For soul, seeMark 12:30 and 1 Peter 2:11; for spirit, see 1 Cor. 2:11

and 2 Cor. 7:1). Also see note on 1 Thess. 5:23-24 [RSB: QV].
4.13- THERE ISNO CREATURE HIDDEN. The Word of God has the unique ability to
discern not only man’s works, but also to probe his hidden motivations. That is the reason the
Scripture says, thereisno creature hidden from Hissight, “but all things are naked and open to the
eyes of Him to whom we must give account” (NKJV). The KJV and NNAS both render it “to the
eyes of Him with whom we haveto do.” The NKJV is better - “to whom we must give account.”
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Il.  THE SUPERIORITY OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF JESUS CHRIST IS
DECLARED (4:14 - 8:13).

A. WeHavea Great High Priest (4:14-16).

4:14- WE HAVE A GREAT HIGH PRIEST. Thisverseintroducesamajor new divisionin
the Epistle to the Hebrews. Infact, thisisthe main argument of the Epistle. The high priesthood of
Jesus Christ, already alluded to in 3:1, 2:17, and 3:1will now be discussed in detail, with special
emphasisgiventoitin 4:14-5:11 and 7:1-28. The priestly work of Christ is superior to that of the
Levitica line.

This verse opens a discussion that should answer a lot of questions about the ultimate
purpose of the sacrificia system and the priesthood, as well as the ministry of Christ (and the
relationship between them). “Therefore, since we have agreat high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession” (NNAS).

The portrayal of Jesus as High Priest must have been as shocking to the first century Jews
who rejected Christ asit was exciting to thosewho believed. Thefirst readerswerefamiliar with the
role and ministry of the high priest. They knew their history well, but now they are about to learn
some of the deeper theological implications of that office. Itisbecause Jesusis“agreat high priest”
who offered Himself on the crossfor our sins, and returned to heaven that believers are encouraged
and empowered to “hold fast” their confession.

4.15 - A HIGH PRIEST...SYMPATHIZE. “For we do not have a high priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses...” Matthew points out that “Christ executed one part of his
priesthood on earth, in dying for us; the other he executes in heaven, pleading the cause, and
presenting the offerings of his people” [MH: QV]. He adds,

In the sight of Infinite Wisdom, it was needful that the Saviour of
men should be one who has the fellow-feeling which no being but a
fellow-creature could possibly have... God sent his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, Romans 8:3; but the more holy and pure he
was, the more he must have been unwilling in his nature to sin, and
must have had deeper impression of its evil; consequently the more
must he be concerned to deliver his people from its guilt and power
[MH: QV].

TEMPTED. Our High Priest “has been tempted in al things as we are, yet without sin.”  Jesus
was “tempted in al thingsaswe are.” The point isnot that our Lord experienced every temptation
we face, “but rather that He was tempted in all areasin which man istempted (the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 1 John 2:16), and with particular temptations specially
suitedto Him” [RSB: QV]. Temptation, or testing, was possible only because He had comein the
likeness of sinful flesh (Rom. 8:3). Apart from the Incarnation He could not have been tempted
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(James 1:13).

YET WITHOUT SIN. A perfect sacrifice was required and our High Priest offered a perfect
sacrifice - HIMSELF, the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Rev. 13:8). He was
tempted in al thingsjust aswe are, but with onecritical difference- Henever sinned. A perfect life
in the moral realm is every bit as miraculous as a virgin birth in the biological world. Jesus
“possessed no sin nature as we do. Because He endured and successfully passed His tests, He can
now offer us mercy and grace to help in time of need, for He knows what we are going through”
[RSB: QV].

Thisissomething that should not be overlooked in considering the actual humanity of Jesus.

It istrue that He did not yield to sin, but thereismoreto it than that. “There was no latent sinin

Jesusto be stirred by temptation and no habits of sinto be overcome” [ATR: ]. Hedid, however,

havethe basic weaknesses common to human nature (hunger, thirst, etc.). Focusing onthose areas,

Satan used his strongest and most deceptive weapons against Jesus and did it repeatedly, but failed
to persuade Him to sin.

The young person who has abstained from most vices and remained essentially pure before
God hasagreat advantage over the onewho hasindulged in the sins of theflesh. For onething, that
worldly person has stored up memories of the pleasures of the world from which fresh temptations
will spring.

4.16- LET USDRAW NEAR. Let uskeep on coming to thisgreat high priest. Because of his
perfect life and atoning death, the Scripture says, “let us draw near with confidence to the throne of
grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” We areinvited to the
throne of grace because of the completed work of our High Priest onthe altar. “Man's state of total
transparency before a sympathetic, though sinless, God ought to encourage man to come boldly
before Him, seeking mercy and grace” [BSB: QV]. The NKJV reads, “Let us come boldly to the
throne of grace.” The word translated boldly means “free utterance."” Contrast this attitude of
confidenceto speak freely before God with that of those who will be ashamed at our Lord’ sreturn (1
John 2:28).

We are to come with reverence and godly fear, yet not asif dragged

to the seat of justice, but as kindly invited to the mercy-seat, where

grace reigns. We have boldness to enter into the holiest only by the

blood of Jesus; heis our Advocate, and has purchased all our souls

want or can desire [MH: QV].

In 4:14-16, Jesus, our high priest, knows both God and man perfectly. The passage shows
that He is absolutely divine. Heis also absolutely human. This means that Jesus can sympathize
withus. The Stoicsheld that the highest attribute of their gods was apatheia (apathy, theinability to
feel anything). The Epuicurians believed their gods lived in perfect happiness, detached from the
world and, for the most part, unaware of it. The Jews had a different kind of God. The Christian
worships the same God as the Jews, a God Who identifies with them. It is, however, almost
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impossi ble to imagine the change Christianity has brought to the world through man’ srelationship
with God. The Christian worshipsaGod Who isin sympathy with him, aGod Who can be touched,
a God of mercy and understanding.

B. Christ IsSuperior in HisQualificationsfor the Office of High Priest, 5:1-10.

1. Responsihilities of the earthly high priest, 5:1-4.
5:1- FOR EVERY HIGH PRIEST. Responsihilities and qualifications are set down.

a. Hehad to beaman, 5:1.

b. He must represent men before God, 5:1a.

c. He must offer gifts and sacrifices, 5:1b.

d. He must deal compassionately with people, 5:2.

e. Hemust offer sacrifices for the sins of the people and for hisown, 5:3.
f. He serves by divine appointment, 5:4.

g. He had to learn through suffering (vv. 7-8).

APPOINTED. The earthly high priest (taken from among men) was (1) “ appointed on behalf of
men” (2) “in things pertaining to God,” (3) “in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins’
(NNAYS). The writer will to detail many of the responsibilities of the earthly high priest and then
draw parallels between the qualifications and ministry of the Aaronic priesthood and that of Jesus
Christ.

5:2-HE CAN DEAL GENTLY. TheNKJV reads, “He can have compassion on thosewho are
ignorant and going astray, since he himself isalso subject to weakness.” IntheO.T. adistinctionis
made between willful sin (sins committed with the eyes wide open) and sin committed
unintentionally (missing the mark). The earthly high priest was human and subject to human
weakness which should have produced empathy for those who were weak or ignorant.
5:3-BECAUSE OF IT. Because heis*subject to weakness” (vs. 2), “heisobligated (required)
to offer sacrificesfor sins, as for the people, so aso for himself.”

5:4-CALLED BY GOD. No earthly high priest could take “the honor” of the officeto himself.

Thehigh priest, in addition to being adescendant of Aaron, “had heiscalled by God, even as Aaron
was’ (see Ex. 28:1ff).

2. The Quadlifications of Christ are stated, 5:5-10.

a. Hewas appointed by God, 5:5-6.
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5:5- SO ALSO CHRIST. Theauthor points out both similarities and differences between
the Aaronic priesthood and the priesthood of Christ. One of the primary analogiesisseenin
the appointment (divine call) to the office: “So also Christ did not glorify himself in
becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, "Y ou are my Son,
today | have begotten you..." (NRSV, italics added). This does not deny, or minimize, the
glory of Christ. He did not glorify Himself by claiming the office of High Priest; He was
glorified by the Heavenly Father.

5:6- YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER. TheFather appointed Him, Hesaid, “ Y ou areapriest
forever According to the order of Melchizedek” (NKJV) in contrast with the priesthood of Aaron
which ended with death.

b. He suffered in the flesh, 5:7.

57-INTHE DAY SOF HISFLESH. Thisdenotesthe earthly ministry of the Incarnate Christ,
Who came as Prophet, Priest, and King. It isHis priestly office with which we are concerned here.
PRAYERS AND SUPPLICATIONS. During His earthly ministry Jesus “offered up both
prayers and supplicationswith loud crying and tearsto the One ableto save Him from death, and He
was heard because of Hispiety.” Thisis probably areference to His agonizing experience in the
Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26).

c. Hesuffered willingly for mankind, 5:8.

5:8-HE LEARNED OBEDIENCE. Although HewasaSon, Helearned obedience from the
things which He suffered. The Suffering Servant learned obedience through suffering (see Luke
2:52; |s. 50:5-6).

The phrase "learned obedience by the thingswhich He suffered” does
not mean that Jesus was ever disobedient but rather that He learned
through experience as a Man and through all His temptation and
suffering what it meant to suffer and triumph in a way He did not
experience before the incarnation. His humanity was in this sense
"completed,"” which is the meaning of the Greek word trandlated
"perfected” in this context [QV: BSB].

d. Being made perfect, He became the author of our salvation, 5:9.
5:9-HAVING BEEN MADE PERFECT. “Being made perfect” (NKJV), Jesus“becameto al

those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation” (NNAS). Thisisnot to imply that He had ever
been less than perfect in character and nature. But He had to suffer (and die) before He could
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declare, “Itisfinished.”

e. He was appointed High Priest after the order of Melchizedek, 5:10.

5:10- ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MEL CHIZEDEK. Our Lord could never have
been aL evitical priest for the simplereason that He was born of thetribe of Judah (7:14) and not the
tribe of Levi.

Thus He must be associated with another order of priests, that of
Melchizedek. Both Christ and Melchizedek were men (7:4; 1 Tim.
2:5); both were king-priests (Gen. 14:18; Zech. 6:12-13); both were
appointed directly by God (7:21); both were called "King of
righteousness’ and "King of peace” (7:2; Isa. 11:5-9) [QV: RSB].
C. Believers AreWarned of the Danger of Spiritual Immaturity, 5:11-  6:20.

1. Failureto grow to maturity carries severe consequences, 5:11-14.

a. Itisnot easy to explain the high priesthood of Christ to those who are spiritually
hearing-impaired, 5:11.

5:11- HARD TO EXPLAIN. Itisnot surprising that thewriter would say “Concerning himwe
have much to say, and it is hard to explain,” since the subject is deep, and the argument isin the
conceptual and abstract in nature. What may have been a surprise to the early readersisthe charge
that the reason it was hard to explain was that they had “become dull of hearing.” Question. How
many church memberstoday find theological discussions hard to understand because they aredull of
hearing?

“Concerning him” (“of whom,” NKJV) might denote either Christ or Melchizedek. While
we cannot be absolutely certain, it seems that Melchizedek is the better choice.

b. These believers had regressed, 5:12.

5:12-BY THISTIME. There had been enough timefor themto grow to maturity in thefaith “by
thistime.”

YOU OUGHT TO BE TEACHERS. “By thistime” they should have been teachers but they
needed aremedial course in the fundamentals of the faith. This does not mean that every one of
them should have been a teacher, but that each one should have known the basic doctrines of the
faith well enough to have taught them. How could they teach their own children if they did not
know the fundamental doctrines?
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What a sad commentary thisis on many church memberstoday. A shocking percentage of
church members have never gone beyond the ABC’ s of the Christian faith. Thisisone reason they
are so susceptibleto the proselytizing of groupslike the Mormons and Jehovah’ s Witnesses. Many
of our membersarestill babes (I Cor. 3:2), lacking spiritual and intellectual teeth necessary to chew
solidfood. These babiesrequirealot of attention, and they can create alot of troublefor the church.

MILK. Ryrie comments on thisverse:

Better, although by now. |.e.,, in consideration of the time they had
been believers. milk. I.e., elementary truth (see 1 Cor. 3:1-3). solid
food. Deeper truths of the Word; e.g., the teaching about
Melchizedek [QV: RSB].

c. Lack of skill in handling Scriptureisasign that oneis still ababy, 5:13.

5:13 - EVERYONE WHO PARTAKES ONLY OF MILK. Those who partake “only of
milk” are spiritual infants who can only digest the elementary things of the faith. That isall they
have ever known and consequently they are “not accustomed to the word of righteousness.”

d. Only the spiritually mature are able to discern good and evil, 5:14.

5:14 - SOLID FOOD ISFOR THE MATURE. Through study of the Word and application
of the “word of righteousness, the mature believers have had their senses “trained to discern good
and evil.” Anindividual might have been saved many yearsbut if hisdied has been limited to milk
(thefood of infants), he is unaccustomed to the food for mature believers. 1f he cannot digest solid
food (deeper truths) there is no way he can grow to maturity. If they do not know the “word of
righteousness” they cannot practice the works of righteousness.

Some immature believers do many goods deeds and avoid the more obvious sins, in part,
because they do have some knowledge of right and wrong, but also because others often discern or

interpret what is good and what is evil for them. But the Christian who really loves the Lord can
never be satisfied with that level of commitment (or, isthat alack of commitment?). .

2. We must go beyond the ABC' s of the Doctrine of Christ, 6:1-3.
a. There are specific things we should get past, 6:1-2.
6:1-ELEMENTARY TEACHINGSABOUT THE CHRIST. Thisdenotesbasic doctrines
about Christ and His salvation. A. T. Robertson has: “ Leaving behind the discussion of the

beginning about Christ...let us be borne on to a higher stage of instruction” [ATR: 373]. The
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elementary principles are essential, but not exclusive or exhaustive doctrines.

LET USPRESS ON TO MATURITY. The readers are exhorted to press on to Christian
maturity and to stop wasting their time with the ABC’s of the faith. They had known the basic
teachings of Christ, and HisKingdom from the timethey were born again, but they had not grown to
maturity. What awaste! They were like babies that had learned to take their first steps, but had
never gone to walk on their own. They are being exhorted to go press on to maturity. Paul dealt
with the same problem in writing to the Corinthian church: “1 fed you with milk and not with solid
food; for until now you were not able to receiveit, and even now you are still not able; for you are
still carna” (1 Cor. 3:2-3a, NNAYS).

DEAD WORKS. Dead works are the only kind of works an unsaved person can do, “whether
good or evil, since one who isdead in sin can only do dead works that can never gain saving merit
before God” [QV: RSB].

6:2- INSTRUCTION ABOUT WASHING. Thereadersneeded to go on beyond “instruction
about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment” to
deeper doctrines of the faith. He is not saying that these are not important doctrines - they are.
Teachings about washings (or, baptisms, see NKJV), for example, are critical. AsRyrie pointsout,
“The distinction between various baptisms is a necessary part of basic Christian doctrine (e.g., the
baptism of Jewish proselytes, baptism by John the Baptist, Christian baptism)” [QV: RSB]. Baptism
isstill animportant doctrine and churches still debate the mode of baptism, baptismal regeneration,
and infant baptism. But what thewriter issaying isthat we must not stop with those basic doctrines.
We need to go on beyond these basic doctrines if we expect to grow to maturity.

The plural (baptismon) by itself does not mean specifically Christian baptism either in this
epistle (9:10) or elsewhere (Mark 7:4), but ablutions or immersions such as the mystery religions
and the Jewish cults required for initiates, proselytes, and worshipersin general [Moffatt: ].

The practice of laying one of hands might seem out of placein alist of elementary things.
However, it was a sign of blessing (Matthew 19:13), of healing (Mark 7:32), in the choice of the
seven (Acts 6:6), in the bestowal of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17f, and in ordination (I Tim. 4:14;
5:22).

The resurrection of the dead (just and unjust) was an elementary doctrine, and it was the
source of heated debate between the Pharisees and Sadducees. We should believein theresurrection
of our Lord and the saints, but we must not become so focused on it that we neglect (or refuse) to go
on to a deeper understanding of the Lord and our relationship to Him.

To summarize, the passage teaches that:

(1) We must get beyond dead works (formalism, legalism).

(2) We must get beyond elementary faith in God (go on to maturity).
(3) Wemust get beyond ritual baptism.
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(4) We need to get past ordinations.
(5) We need to get past the resurrection of the dead.
(6) We need to get past arguments about eternal judgment.

What are some of the elementary thingswe should get beyond today? |If we areto focusour
attention on the spiritual battle before usin away that will advance the Kingdom of God, what are
some of the things which might derail us? If we areto win the lost in the community in which we
live, are there not some important doctrines which may become “hang-ups’ which may hinder our
effort and dishonor the Lord? Consider some practical examples. A pastor whowastryingtoleada
lost man to the Lord wasfrustrated in hisefforts by the man’ swife - who professed to be a Christian.

She aggressively attempted to engage him in an argument over baptism. He cameto the conclusion
that the wife was more concerned about keeping her husband out of aBaptist church than shewasin
seeing him saved (and keeping him out of hell).

| believe in security of believers. To me, itisnot a“Baptist thing,” it isaNew Testament
thing. | realy do not focus attention on Baptist doctrines. If | focus my attention on the Bible,
Baptist doctrine will take care of itself. | believe in security of believers, aterm which | prefer to
“once saved, aways saved,” or even “perseverance of saints.” But that is not al | believe!
Unfortunately, | have found afew people with whom it isalmost impossible to have aconversation
about Bibledoctrineswhen they learnthat | anaBaptist. They ask, “Isit truethat Baptist believein
‘once saved, always saved?’

With some, the issue might be eschatology (the study of last things). | have often been
amazed at the militancy with which some defend their position, and how angry some become when
discussing the blessed hope of every believer. Theissuewith othersischarismatic gifts, or possibly
how or when we receive the Holy Spirit.

Fortunately, there are many Christians today who believe that we can agree to disagree on
some of the elementary doctrines of our various denominationsand joinin an effort to try to savethe
lives of 1.5 million unborn babies who are victims of the abortionists each year in America alone.
The war against drugs and the battle against the gambling menace require the cooperation of all
believers.

But thereismore. These are thingswe should stand against. But Christians stand for many
positive things and we should not let “elementary” doctrines prevent our cooperating in the battle
that is being waged against Christianity by Humanism (modernism) or New Age Movements
(postmodernism). Issueslike creation, abortion, right to life, and world hunger demand the support
of Bible believing Christians.

Thereisstill more. Many church membersknow afew of the basic doctrines but have never
studies the deeper doctrines of the Scripture. Many church members are apathetic toward the
deeper doctrines of the faith: Justification, Sanctification, holiness, worship, service, grace, and
faith.
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b. We must go on to spiritual maturity, 6:3.

6:3- THISWE WILL DO, IF GOD PERMITS. Thisis a condition of the third class.
Robertson points out that thisis not an idle form with the author of Hebrews. What heissayingis
that hewill go onwith the arguments and not attempt to lay again the foundations. With God shelp
we can get past the ABC’s of the faith and go on to spiritual maturity.

3. A difficult note is added to the warning, 6:4-8.
Here we find the first of anumber of “impossible” thingsin Hebrews:

(1) The“impossible” of thisverse (vs. 4).

(2) Itisimpossible for God to lie, 6:18.

(3) Itisimpossible for blood of sheep and goats to take away sin, 10:4.
(4) Without faith it isimpossible to please God, 11:6.

6:4- THOSE WHO HAVE ONCE BEEN ENLIGHTENED. “For in the case of those who
have once been enlightened and havetasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the
Holy Spirit...” Thispassage has been widely, and often heatedly, debated. Some of thepositionsare
discussed below.

(2) Arminians hold that the people described in these verses are genuine Christians
who losetheir salvation. If thisistrue, the Scripture saysthat it would beimpossiblefor themto be
saved again.

(2) Some believe that this passage does not refer to genuine believers at all, but that the
“falling away” isfrom some experience short of salvation. That is, they fall from the knowledge of
the truth, not personal possession of it. Glaze holds a position similar to this.

(3) Others understand thisto be awarning to genuine believersto urge them on to Christian
growth and maturity. To “fall away” isimpossible (emphatic), sincethey are eternally secure. The
phrase is there to strengthen the warning. If thisis true, the author is simply using a condition
contrary to fact to make his point (if you could fall away, you cannot, but if you could, it would be
impossibleto renew you to repentance again. Inthisview, verses4-5 must be understood to refer to
the conversion experience.

For additional study, see the following:

Glaze, R. E., “The Theological Educator” New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary, Fall, 11985, p. 27.

Hobbes, H., Hebrews, P. 56ff.

Robertson, A. T., Word Picturesin the NT.

Bruce, F. F., The Epistle to the Hebrews (NIC).
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Verse 4 seemsto be addressed to genuine believersrather than those who have come closeto
trusting Jesus and then turned away. It refers to those who:

(1) “those who have once been enlightened,”

(2) those who “have tasted of the heavenly gift,”

(3) those who “have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,”

(4) those who “have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come” (vs,
5).

6:6- TASTED THE GOOD WORD OF GOD. Mortal mind could not have composed it so
brilliantly, and mortal tongue could not have expressed it sowell. Born again believershave“tasted
the good word of God.” Jesusisthe Living Word Who declares Himself to be the Bread of Life.

And Jesus said to them, "'l am the bread of life. He who comesto Me
shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst
(John 6:35, NKJV).

"I am theliving bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats
of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that | shall giveis
My flesh, which | shall give for the life of the world" (John 6:51,
NKIV).

WOW! Andthatisnot all. The redeemed have also tasted “the powers of the ageto come.” Jesus
coversthe past, takes care of the present, and provides for the future.

6:6- FALLEN AWAY. TheNAShas"“andthen havefalenaway,” whereasthe NKJV reads*|f
they should fall away.” Either way, the shocker follows: “it isimpossible to renew them again to
repentance.” Ryrieseesthisasa“warning to genuine believersto urgethem onin Christian growth
and maturity” [QV: RSB].

To "fall away" is impossible (since, according to this view, true
believers are eternaly secure), but the phrase is placed in the
sentence to strengthen the warning. It is similar to saying something
like thisto a class of students. "It is impossible for a student, once
enrolled in this course, if he turns the clock back which cannot be
done, to start the course over. Therefore, let all students go on to
deeper knowledge' [QV: RSB].

Thisinterpretation holds that verses 4-5 refer to the conversion experience.
As noted above, the words "enlightened” (10:32), "taste" (2:9), and "partakers" ("share,”

12:10) are used elsewhere in the Book of Hebrews of those who are genuinely saved. So, what this
teachesis, if aperson could be saved and then fall away (lose his salvation - which he cannot do), it
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would be impossible for him to be saved again.”

THEY AGAIN CRUCIFY. Jesusdied oncefor al timefor our salvation and He saves us once
for al timewhenweplaceour trustin Him. In Romans5:1, “being justified,” inthe original, denotes
action completions in the past from which the believer receives present and eternal benefits. If a
saved person could belost again, the only way he could ever be saved again would before Christ to
come and dieon the crossagain. Thosewho hold such abelief fail to seethat by their position “they
again crucify to themselves the Son of God” and such a position would “put Him to open shame.”

4. Thereare precautionswe may take to assure maturity and fruitfulnessin the Christian

life, 6:9-20.

Two things stand out in verses 9-12. First, these people havefailed to grow up in faith and
knowledge, they have been falling away from their first enthusiasm and their first love, but they
have never completely given up their practical service and help for others. They had come upon
very arid times (A farmer might say that there had been long dry spell). They were still going to
services, singing hymen, and giving tithes and offerings, but there was no joy in their worship.
Sometimesthe Christian today might find that heis continuing to attend servicesand to perform his
duties, but thereisnot joy init. Thereisno joy inthe sermons, Sunday School lessons, or themusic.

Thereisnojoy in serving on committees or visiting shut-ins. What should he do? He might give
up - some do. Southern Baptists have more than fifteen million members, but only about five
million are really in church.

The Christian who has lost the joy of his salvation must repent, seek forgiveness and
restoration and serve the Lord faithfully with full assurance that the sunisgoing to shinein hislife

again.

In the second place, the people are told to be imitators of those who through faith and
patience inherited the promise. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Imitate me, just as | also imitate
Christ” (1l Cor. 2:11).

a. Cautious optimism is expressed, 6:9.

6:9 - BELOVED. Thisisthe only place in the epistle in which the author calls the readers
“believed.” TheNNASreads, “But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and
things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in thisway.”

BETTER THINGS. Hemeansbetter thingsthan those pictured above. Better things accompany
our salvation than just marking time - better things than apathy, better than alife without joy.

THAT ACCOMPANY SALVATION. Helooksto better things concerning them, and better

things which accompany (hold to, adhereto) their salvation. “Though we speak” isexplanatory, not
apologetic.
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b. The basis of this confidence isfound in God' sjustice, 6:10.

FOR GOD ISNOT UNJUST. We often hear someone say, “I do not want justice from God, |
want mercy.” Let usnot forget that the Lord isa God of both justice and mercy. “For God is not
unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having
ministered and in still ministering to the saints” (NNAS). Because Heis not unjust:

(1) Hewill not forget your work and love, 6:10a.
(2) He will not forget your ministry to the saints, 6:10b.

c. Your diligence will be rewarded, 6:11.

6:11 - DILIGENCE. The believer's decision to be diligent is a major precaution against
immaturity in hisChristianlife. The Lord isnot satisfied with these believers (5:11-14). They have
not given up Christ (6:4-8), but many are still babes (5:13), and not adults (5:14); others are in
danger of becoming babes (or remaining babes).

Only God can save you and only God can sanctify you, but He does neither against your will.

He wants to produce the fruit of the spirit in your life but diligence in commitment to God and

attention to the ministry of the Holy Spirit isessential. “And we desire that each one of you show
the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end...”

FULL ASSURANCE OF HOPE UNTIL THE END. Aswehaveseen, diligenceisessential
to spiritual maturity. Now, the Scripture says that diligence will be rewarded with “ assurance of
hope until the end.”

d. Two more precautions are added, 6:12.
(1) We must not be slothful.
(2) We should be imitators of those who are spiritually fruitful.

6:12- THAT YOU WILL NOT BE SLUGGISH. TheLord sdesirefor usthat we“will not
be sluggish” (dothful, dull of hearing). One does not remain at the same level of spirituality. He
either grows or becomes sluggish. That principle applies to all believers - pastors, missionaries,
deacons, or Sunday School teachers.

IMITATORS. Rather than sluggish in prayer, Bible study, witnessing, and ministry, the Lord
would have usto be “imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” The
author of Hebrews wants to awaken the sluggards and develop them. In order to do so He
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challengesthem to imitate those who are attentive, those who eagerly hear Him and obey Him. One
way of motivating the slothful believer is to point out to them examples of those who inherit the
promises (see 110:19 - 12:3). Chapter 11 isfilled with worthy examples.

e. Abraham isagreat example, 6:13-15.

6:13 - WHEN GOD MADE THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM. God made him apromise
and Abraham believed Him. Hebelieved God, remained faithful (endured, persevered) and obtained
the promise. Although he never entered into full possession of the promise, he embraced it and
claimed it by faith (11:11-13). He never had adeed or titleto theland, but it was his on the basi s of
the promise. The promise of God, which was absolute and could not be broken, involved more than
the land. Abraham believed God, knowing that He, in His own time, would honor His promises.
The Lord took an oath on it: “For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear
by no one greater, He swore by Himself...”

6:14 -1 WILL SURELY BLESS YOU. This points to one aspect of the promise God made
Abraham:

“And | will makeyou agreat nation, And | will blessyou, And make
your name great; And so you shall be a blessing, And | will bless
those who blessyou, And the onewho cursesyou | will curse. Andin
you all the families of the earth will be blessed" (Gen. 12:2-3,
NNAYS).

This promise was fulfilled in “Abraham's temporal blessings (13:2; 24:35), spiritual blessings
(21:22), and fame (23:6; Isa. 41:8). So you shall be a blessing. Lit., be a blessing, a certain
consequence of God's blessing upon Abraham” [QV: RSB].

| WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU. Evenwhen Abraham had no son and when hewaswell
advanced in years, God promised, “1 will make you a great nation,” and Abraham believed Him.
This points specifically to the Jewish nation, those descended from him through | saac and Jacob. Of
course, many other nations descended from the great Patriarch.

6:15- HE OBTAINED THE PROMISE. “And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the
promise.” All aspectsof the Abrahamic Covenant werefulfilled, even though Abraham had not seen
the fulfillment of any of them when he believed God. They wereall fulfilled. I will blessyou, And
make your namegreat. Thispromisewasfulfilledin (1) Abraham'stemporal blessings (13:2; 24:35),
(2) his spiritual blessings (21:22), and (3) hisfame (23:6; Isa. 41:8).

The Abrahamic Covenant involved three promises. (1) the land (Canaan), (2) many
descendants (agreat nation), and (3) aSeed in Whom “ all the families of the earth” would be blessed
(theMessiah). All aspects of the covenant werefulfilled by the mighty hand of the One Who made
the promise. When we consider the faith of the man who patiently awaited fulfillment of all God’'s
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promises, it isunderstandabl e that we might be astonished at hisfaith. We must remember that there
were precious few believersin the whole world, and not one word of Scripture had been written at
the time.

f. Our hope is based on two unchangeable things, 6:16-18.

(1) Thefirst is God's promise.
(2) The second is God' s oath.

6:16 - MEN SWEAR BY ONE GREATER THAN THEMSLEVES. Both reason and
experience affirmthisclaim. Two principlesare stated here. First, “ men swear by one greater than
themselves,” and second, “an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute.”

6:17 - IN THE SAME GOD. “Inthe same way” (vs. 16)and for the same reason than people
take an oath, “God, desiring even moreto show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeabl eness of
His purpose, interposed with an oath...” A major difference is that finite man may not be able to
fulfill his oath, but the infinite God is alwaysto fulfill His word.

6:18-BY TWO UNCHANGEABLE THINGS. What arethe two unchangeabl e things? First,
thereis God' s promise, and second, thereis Gods' oath. His oath restsin the nature and character,
even the very Person of God. Our hope is rooted in the “immutability of his counsel or the
unchangeableness of hiswill [ATR: ].

STRONG ENCOURAGEMENT. Based onthosetwo unchangeablethings, all believershavea
valid reason for being encouraged. Sinceitisimpossiblefor Godto lie, “wewho havetaken refuge
would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.”

g. Hopeisan anchor that holds, 6:19-20.

6:19 - WE HAVE AN ANCHOR. We have an anchor that holds! “This hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the vell...”

WITHIN THE VEIL. To“enter withintheveil” isto enter into the presence of God. Christians
today have an even greater reason than Abraham to have “ strong encouragement,” because Jesus,
our High Priest, has already entered into the presence of God and “assures us of our entrance into
heaven aswell. Christ has gone ahead into heaven, and as our hope/anchor, though out of sight, He
holds us secure, especially in times of storm. Other nautical conceptsin thisbook arefound in 2:1;
3:6, 14; 10:23, 38" QV: RSB].
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6:20 - WHERE JESUSHASENTERED. Jesus, our High Priest, “has entered” the heavenly
Holy of Holies with the blood of perfect sacrifice “as a forerunner for us, having become a high
priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek” (NNAYS).

C. JesuslIsSuperior in the Order of HisPriesthood, 7:1-8:13.

1. Christ isthe superior High Priest after the order of Melchizedek, 7:1-10.

a. Melchizedek held an exalted position, 7:11-3.

7:1 - MELCHIZEDEK, KING OF SALEM. We are introduced to the mysterious
Melchizedek in Genesis 14:18-20:

Then Mel chizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; hewas
the priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and said: "Blessed
be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And
blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into
your hand." And he gave him atithe of all (NKJV).

Melchizedek was king of Salem (peace), but it is his priesthood with which we are concerned in
Hebrews.

PRIEST OF THE MOST HIGH GOD. Inhisdual role as priest and king, Mel chizedek went
out to meet “ Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kingsand blessed him...” (Gen.
14). Itiswith his priesthood that the priesthood of Christ iscompared - apriesthood which isolder
and of ahigher type than the priesthood of Aaron. Thiswas probably a shocking announcement to
the Jewish reader, even though the Scripture had spelled it out centuries earlier:

The LORD has sworn And will not relent, "You are a priest forever
According to the order of Melchizedek" (Ps. 110:4.)

It was a bold move to put Melchizedek above Aaron. At first it would seem to be a risky
claim. But the method is rabbinical and the Jewish mind would understand it. Melchizedek isthe
only onein hisline and stands alone in the record we have in Genesis. The account here istaken
verbatim from Genesis, except for “who met,” whichisapplied hereto Melchizedek, Genesis14:17
appliesit to theking of Sodom. Inreality, both men went out to meet Abraham, but Abraham paid
tithes to Melchizedek.

The Jewish readers were familiar with the slaughter of the kings by Abraham. These kings
were Amraphel, Arioch, Chedorlaomer, and Tidal (Gen. 14). AMRAPHEL (am' ruh fehl) is a
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personal name, probably originally Akkadian, meaning, "the God Amurru paid back™ or "the mouth
of God has spoken." King of Shinar or Babylon who joined a coalition to defeat Sodom and
Gomorrah, then other kingsin Canaan and the Dead Sea area. The kings captured Lot. Hearing the
news, Abraham assembled an army, defeated the coalition, and rescued Lot (Gen. 14:1-9). Amraphel
“cannot be equated with any other king of whom records are available from the Ancient Near East”
[QV: HBD], even though some have tried to identify him with Hammurabi. We do know that he
was king of Shinar (Babylon).

Thisisadifficult passage, but it isatheme of utmost importanceto thewriter of Hebrews. It
should be important to any reader who wants to understand the inspired Word. William Barclay
called thisreferenceto the priesthood after the order of M el chizedek “the most characteristic thought
of the writer to the Hebrews. Behind it there lies ways of thinking, and of arguing, and of using
scripture which are strange to us, and which we must yet try to understand” [Barclay: ].

To the scholarly Jew any passage of Scripture had four meanings. They were:

(1) Paced - the literal and factual meaning.

(2) Ramies - the suggested meaning.

(3) Derush - The meaning arrived at through careful investigation.
(4) Sod - the dlegorical or inner meaning.

To the Jew the most important meaning by far was the fourth, Sod - the inner meaning, the
allegorical meaning, or the mystical meaning. They felt that they were perfectly justified in arguing
for what the Scripture did not say aswell aswhat it did say [Barclay: ].

In this passage the Jewish reader would not miss what is not said about Melchizedek. For
exampl e, the Scripture does not provide him with ageneal ogy whichiscontrary to the usual practice
in Genesis. But more to the point, it is the reverse of t he rules that governed the Aaronic
priesthood. The Aaronic priesthood depended upon descent. Character and ability had nothing to do
with it. The only thing that mattered was his pedigree. When the Jews returned from Babylonian
captivity, certain priests could not produce their genealogical records and were disbarred forever
(Ezra2:61-62). The Priesthood of Melchizedek depended upon personal qualifications, what hewas
and not what he inherited.

Inthe study of the priesthood of Melchizedek in this passage we will to see that “the entire
seventh chapter may be divided asfollows: (1) the characteristics of Melchizedek (vv. 1-3), (2) the
relation of Melchizedek to the Levitical priesthood (vv. 4-10), and (3) acomparison of the Levitical
priesthood to that of Christ (vv. 11-28)” [QV: BSB].

7:2-TOWHOM ABRAHAM GAVE A TENTH (NKJV). Abraham brought to Mel chizedek
atenth (tithe) of the spoils of war. Itissignificant that the paying of tithes by Abraham preceded
the dispensation of the Law (v. 2).

KING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. By “trandation of hisname,” thewriter of Hebrews meansthat
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he is giving Greek meanings to Hebrew words. The name Melchizedek means “King of
Righteousness,” and since he was the king of Salem (which means peace), he was “also king of
Salem, which isking of peace.” It seems to have been a common practice for ancients to give a
tenth of spoilsto their gods. Abraham recognized Melchizedek as priest of the God Most High.

7:3-WHTHOUT FATHER, WITHOUT MOTHER. The NNAS trandates the verse:

Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he
remains a priest perpetually.

The KJV has “without descent,” but modern trandlations clarify it with the words “without
genealogy.” No genealogical recordsare givento qualify himfor hisofficeaspriest. Even though
Melchizedek isobviously an Old Testament “type” of Christ, thisisnot used to claim asupernatural
birth. “Without father . ..” does not mean that he had no parents. It does not claim that “ he was not
born or did not die, but only that the Scriptures contain no record of these events so that he might be
more perfectly likened to Christ” [QV: RSB].

Melchizedek stands alone in Genesis as a prominent person devoid of genealogy. He has
been made even more mysterious by amisinterpretation of the significance of this. Matthew Henry
points out that

Nothing is recorded as to the beginning or end of his life; thus he
typically resembled the Son of God, whose existence is from
everlasting to everlasting, who had no one that was before him, and
will have no one come after him, in his priesthood. Every part of
Scripture honours the great King of Righteousness and Peace, our
glorious High Priest and Saviour; and the more we examine it, the
more we shall be convinced, that the testimony of Jesusis the spirit
of prophecy [QV: MH].

b. The superiority of Melchizedek’ s priesthood is stressed, 7:4-10.

7:4 - OBSERVE HOW GREAT A MAN. “Now observe how great this man was to whom
Abraham, the patriarch, gave atenth of the choicest spoils’ (NNAS). Thegreatness of Melchizedek
isamplified by the fact that Abraham, of all people, would bring tithes to him. When we consider
the role of the one who brought the tithe, the patriarch Abraham, we are impressed with the
preeminence of the priesthood of Melchizedek. The Jewish reader would never missthe point asto
therole of the onewho did the blessing and the onewho received the blessing (v. 1). “Abraham, to
whom God gave the promises, doubly acknowledged his inferiority to Melchizedek” QV: RSB].

7:5- THE SONSOF LEVI. Thesonsof Levi (Aaronic priests) “who receive the priest's office
have commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren,
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although these are descended from Abraham” (NNAS), who acknowledged the preeminence of the
priesthood of Melchizedek.

7:6- ONE WHOSE GENEOLOGY ISNOT TRACED. That is, Melchizedek. “...Theone
whose genealogy is not traced from them (the sons of Levi)collected a tenth from Abraham and
blessed the onewho had the promises” (NNAS). The proof that the priesthood of Melchizedek (and
that of Christ) is superior to the Aaronic (Levitical) priesthood is that “Levi's great-grandfather
Abraham paid tithesto M el chizedek, and that Levi, though unborn, wasinvolved (v. 9)” [QV: RSB].

7.:7- THE LESSER ISBLESSED BY THE GREATER. The conclusion we should draw
from the above argument is that “without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater.” The
greatness of Melchizedek is seen in his blessing Abraham.

7:8 - IN THIS CASE...IN THAT CASE. “In this case (the Levitical priests and their
priesthood)mortal men receivetithes, but in that case (M el chizedek and his priesthood) onereceives
them, of whom it iswitnessed that heliveson.” “Nowherein therecordisit said that Melchizedek
lost his priestly office by death, in contrast to the Levitical priests who died generation after
generation” [QV: RSB]. Melchizedek isatype of Christ. Not only does the Genesis account not
mention either his parents, or his descendants, it does not mention the end of his priesthood. No
mention is made of his death.

7:9-LEVI,WHO RECEIVED TITHES, PAID TITHES. Thegreatness of Melchizedek (as
well asthe supremacy of hispriesthood), isseeninthat al Levitical priestspaid tithesto Him. They
are represented in Abraham, even though they had not been born.

7:10- IN THE LOINS OF HISFATHER. For hewas till in the loins of his father when
Melchizedek met him. “Abraham, the ancestor, is seen as contai ning within himself his descendant,
Levi (cf. Adam and the human race, Rom. 5:12)” [QV: RSB].

2. The Levitical priesthood yields to the superior priesthood of Jesus Christ,
7:11-24.

Aswe read this passage, we should never lose sight of the basic theme of he epistle. The
idea of apersonal relationship with God and how it is established is ever in the mind of the writer.
To him, righteousness (a Pauline term) “religion” (popular term) is access to God’ s presence; that
which alows us to come into the presence of God (as His children), with nothing between us and
Him. This is the relationship the old Jewish religion tried to produce through sacrifices and
offerings and through the law.

They could not establish a relationship with Him through the law. They tried but failed.
That was where the sacrificial system came into play. When a person broke the law, he required
sacrifice was made and the breach was supposed to be healed by the sacrifice. Without the Levitical
sacrificesto atonefor the breach inthelaw, restoration would have beenimpossible. Thelaw would
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have been acompletefailure. The old priesthood depended upon the flesh. The priest had to be a
pure descendant of Aaron. But even then, there were 142 physical blemished that could disqualify
him (Lev. 21). Disqualification was strictly physical.

The priesthood of Jesus Christ is indestructible and without defect of any kind. His
priesthood depends not on physical thingswhich are subject to defect and disqualification, but upon
spiritual things - His character, His nature, His person. These are without spot of blemish and
therefore, not subject to disqualification.

a. A changein the way of perfection was necessary, 7:11-12.

7:11-NOW IF PERFECTIONWASTHROUGH THE LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD.
Thisisacondition of the second class, assumed to befalse: “If perfection wasthrough the Levitical
law (whichitisnot”) istheidea. The Levitical law never accomplished its purpose.

PERFECTION. Perfection means completeness or maturity (6:1, teleiotes) and “in this context
indicates making men acceptable to God. ‘Another priest’” was necessary because the Levitical
priesthood, with its laws and sacrifices, could not make men acceptable to God” QV: BSB]. This
points more to the fact of one’s relationship with God than to the quality, or state of the believer’s
life.

ANOTHER PRIESTHOQOD. The writer reasons:

Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the
basis of it the people received the Law), what further need wasthere
for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and
not be designated according to the order of Aaron? (Italics added for
emphasis).

One proof that Christ is superior to the law is that the fact that the law could not produce
perfection, and Jesus can. The Levitical priesthood failed to give men a perfectly adequate
relationship with God [Moffatt: |. “The priesthood and |aw by which perfection could not come, are
done away; a Priest isrisen, and a dispensation now set up, by which true believers may be made
perfect” [QV: MH].

To the first century Jewish reader, the contrast between the priesthood after the order of
Melchizedek and that of Aaron would have been arresting.

7:12 - WHEN THE PRIESTHOOD IS CHANGED. It was changed because it was
inadequate, and it wasinadequate because it could not produce perfection (aright relationship with
God). Jesus, Who changed it, is the authority behind the declaration that it is changed.

A CHANGE OF LAW. Follow thelogic: “For when thereisachangein the priesthood, thereis

a7



necessarily achangeinthelaw aswell” (NRSV). “A changein the priesthood fromthe Levitical to
Christ as Melchizedekan priest requires an end to the Mosaic Law. For Paul's different, but
nonconflicting, argument on the abrogation of the Mosaic Law, see Rom. 7:1-6; 2 Cor. 3:7-11; Gal.
3:19-25" [QV: RSB]. Matthew Henry avows

That there is such a change is plain. The law which made the
Levitical priesthood, showed that the priests were frail, dying
creatures, not able to savetheir own lives, much less could they save
the souls of those who came to them. But the High Priest of our
profession holds his office by the power of endlesslifein himself; not
only to keep himself alive, but to give spiritual and eternal lifeto all
who rely upon his sacrifice and intercession [QV: MH].

b. Jesus came from the tribe of Juda, not Levi, 13-14.

7:13- THE ONE CONCERNING WHOM. Thatis, Jesus. Heisof thetribe of Judah, atribe
“from which no one has officiated at the altar.” .

7:14 - OUR LORD DESCENDED FROM JUDAH. “ Itisevident” from the genealogy set
forth in Matthew 1 “that our Lord was descended from Judah, “a tribe with reference to which
M oses spoke nothing concerning priests.”

c. Therewas achange in the qualifications for the priesthood 7:15-17.

7:15-THISISCLEARER STILL. What isclearer still issimply this: “if another priest arises
according to thelikeness of Melchizedek.” Jesus could not have served as priest without there being
another order of priests, the order of Melchizedek

7:16 - WHO HAS BECOME. Jesus became our high priest, “not on the basis of a law of
physical requirement, but according to the power of anindestructiblelife” (or, “ power of an endless
life,” KJV). Thisargument must be won in the mind of the Jewish reader and the defense of the
Gospel set forth here is compelling. The higher order of His priesthood was based upon higher
gualifications for the office.

LAW OF PHYSICAL REQUIREMENT. The KJV reads, “the law of a carnal
commandment, and the NKJV rendersit, “thelaw of afleshly commandment.” Thisdoesnot
mean that the law was “carna” is the sense of evil, or ungodly, but that the Levitical
priesthood was based on the “law of physical requirement.”

7:17-YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER. ThelLevitical priest, regardlessof hisqualifications,
served out hisyears and then died and his priesthood was over. Of Jesus, and Jesus alone, can it be
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said, “You are apriest forever.”

ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK. Not only was Jesus of adifferent
order, it wasasuperior order. Thiswasnot toimpugn the order of Aaron, but to show that the order
of Melchizedek was unique. He served, not because He was descended from Aaron, but because He
was commissioned by God.

d. We have anew way of accessto God, 7:18-19.

7:18 - ON THE ONE HAND. The contrast between the priesthood of Aaron and that of
M el chizedek continues: “ on the one hand, thereis asetting aside of aformer commandment because
of its weakness and uselessness” (NNAS). The Mosaic Law had to be set aside (because it made
nothing perfect, vs. 19), in favor of a better and more effective way of dealing with sin.

7:19- ON THE OTHER HAND. On one hand, the Mosaic Law had to be set aside. On the
other hand, isabringing in of abetter hope, through which we draw near to God.” Thereisanew
and better way of access to God.

e. Thereisachangein the priesthood concerning the oath, 7:20-22.

7:20- 1T WASNOT WITHOUT AN OATH. Theoath of officeisimportant, both in symbol
and substance. The preeminence of His priesthood is demonstrated in His oath.

7:21 - AN OATH THROUGH THE ONE. The Levitical priests “became priests without an
oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him, "THE LORD HAS SWORN AND
WILL NOT CHANGE HISMIND, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER." The appointment of Christ,
after the order of Melchizedek, was accompanied by an oath. “A thing which God confirms by an
oath must be something so utterly unchangeable that it is woven into the fiber of the universe and
must remain forever” [BARCLAY': ].

7:22 - SO MUCH MORE AL SO JESUS. The NNAS has, “so much the more also Jesus has
become the guarantee of a better covenant.” The KJV reads “the surety of a better testament.”

The better covenant, of which Jesus was the Surety, is not here
contrasted with the covenant of works, by which every transgressor is
shut up under the curse. It is distinguished from the Sinai covenant
with Isragl, and thelegal dispensation under which the church solong
remained. The better covenant brought the church and every believer
into clearer light, more perfect liberty, and more abundant privileges
[QV: MH].
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God’ s oath guarantees a better covenant. “ Surety” (KJV) isapledge or guarantee. It isnot
clear whether the author means that Jesus is God’ s pledge to man or man’s pledge to God, or both.
Heis, infact, both; asthe Mediator (8:6) between God and man. Heisboth Son of God and Son on
Man.

f. Thereisachangein the number of priests, 7:23-24.

7:23- THE FORMER PRIESTS. Theformer priests, the Levitical priests“existed in greater
numbers because they were prevented by death from continuing.” Theemphasisisupon succession
rather than the number serving simultaneously.

In the order of Aaron there was amultitude of priests, of high priests

one after another; but in the priesthood of Christ thereisonly oneand

the same. This is the believer's safety and happiness, that this

everlasting High Priest isableto saveto the uttermost, in al times, in

all cases. Surely then it becomes us to desire a spirituality and

holiness, as much beyond those of the Old Testament believers, as

our advantages exceed theirs [QV: MH].
7:24-BUT JESUS..HOLDSHISPRIESTHOOD PERMANENTLY. Thereisnolonger
any need for a succession of priests. The priesthood of Christ “continues forever,” because He
“holds His priesthood permanently.”

3. Christ holds a permanent priesthood, 7:25-28.

7:25- THEREFORE HE ISABLE TO SAVE FOREVER. InHisofficeasHigh Priest
Jesus Christ is “able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He
alwayslivesto makeintercession for them” (NNAS). He savesall who cometo God through Him.
He statesit clearly in John 6:37: "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who
comes to Me | will by no means cast out” (NKJV). Itisjust as clear that no one will be saved
except through Him: "Nor isthere salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12, NKJV).

Where the NNAS has “save forever,” the NKJV rendersit “ save to the uttermost.

The word transated "uttermost” has been understood by some to
mean "completely," as with the woman whose body could not be
completely straightened (Luke 13:11). Also, themeaning of "forever"
is attested by extrabiblical Greek. Either rendering fits this context
well [QV: BSB].
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INTERCESSOR. Hecameto seek and to savethelost, Hedied for our sins, and Helivesto make
intercessionfor us. “For thereisone God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus (I Tim. 2:5, NKJV).

7:26- FORIT ISFITTING. Of thesevera versions checked, all translate the opening words of
theverse, “For it isfitting,” except the NIV. For example, the NRSV rendersit, “For it wasfitting
that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and
exalted above the heavens.” The NIV reads, “ Such a high priest meets our need--onewho is holy,
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.”

SUCH A HIGH PRIEST. Itisappropriate that such aHigh Priest be:

Holy - set apart, hallowed, consecrated, different from ordinary
things. Holy describes a person not so much as he appears to other
people, but as he appears to God.

Blameless- immaculate, undefiled. InLevitical terminology, itisnot
only fitting, but essential that such a High Priest be without spot or
blemish. Blameless (undefiled in KJV) is not merely undefiled in
ritual purity, but genuine ethical purity.

Pure - chaste, pristine, unspotted. Aswe have seenin 4:15, “For we
do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in al things as we are,
yet without sin.”

Set apart from sinners. The earthly priest was not sinless, but the
High Priest Who is able to save sinners must Himself be set apart
from sinners.

Exalted above the heavens. "Therefore being exalted to the right
hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear” (Acts
2:33).

7:27 - WHO DOESNOT NEED...LIKE THOSE HIGH PRIESTS. In contrast to the old
order of high priestswho had to offer sacrificesfor hiswon sins, out eternal High Priest never needs
to offer asacrificefor hisownssins. Jesus* does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up
sacrifices, first for Hisown sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did oncefor all
when He offered up Himself” (NNAS).

Thehigh priest did not make daily sacrificesfor hissins, but when he
did sacrifice on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16), it was necessary to
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offer first for himself. The meaningisclear: Christ alwaysintercedes
for His people but never offers sacrifice for Himself [QV:
BSB].

Our High Priest, the preeminent High Priest, offered the perfect sacrifice - Himself, aperfect
sacrifice. Furthermore, it was a once-for-all sacrifice. He Who all the times loves us once for all
died for us.

7:28 - THE LAW APPOINTSMEN. The contrast continues. “For the Law appoints men as
high priestswho are weak, but theword of the oath, which came after the Law, appointsa Son, made
perfect forever.” The Law appointed men who were weak, but God appointed a Son, Who is
“perfect forever.”

4. Jesusisour High Priest, 8:1-13.
a. Jesusisthe minister of the sanctuary, 8:1-2.
8:1- THE MAIN POINT. Thewriter says here that

the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high
priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary and in the true
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man (8:1-2, NAS).

HIS SEAT. Jesus, the superior High Priest, having offered the perfect sacrifice (Himself), re-
entered the heavenly Holy of Holies with the blood of perfect sacrifice and sprinkled it before the
mercy seat of heaven, has taken “His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Mgjesty in the
heavens...” “HisMajesty in the heavens’ is simply a Jewish way of referring to God.

8:2-AMINISTERIN THE SANCTUARY. Theearthly high priest ministeredinan earthly
sanctuary, whereas Jesus ministersin the heavenly sanctuary. No distinction is made between the
holy place and the most holy place (holy of holies) in the heavenly sanctuary as there is in the
earthly tabernacle or temple. The superiority of His priesthood is stressed once again.

THE TRUE TABERNACLE. Just as Jesus is the better high priest, “ The true tabernacle” in
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heaven is better than the earthly tabernacle. Here the perfect and eternal tabernacle is contrasted
with the imperfect, and temporal tabernacle of Mosesin the wilderness. Jesus Christ isthe exalted
Minister of the true tabernacle, “the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.”

b. Jesus offersreal sacrifices, 8:3-5.

8:3- SOMETHING TO OFFER. Asall the Jewish readerswell knew, “...every high priest is
appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices;” so it standsto reason that “it is necessary that thishigh
priest also have something to offer.” The high priest must have something to offer, and he must
have asanctuary inwhichto offer it. Jesus Christ wasdisqualified from using the earthly sanctuary
because of His descent from the tribe of Judah, and not form the tribe of Levi. For that reason His
sanctuary must be heaven, and His offering was Himself. Heisboth the perfect high priest and the
perfect sacrifice..

8:4-1FHE WERE ON EARTH. Follow thelogic: “...if He were on earth, He would not be a
priest at all, sincethere arethose who offer the giftsaccordingtothe Law...” If Hewereon earth He
would not be qualified by the Law to serve asapriest, not to mention high priest, because. Levitical
priests offered gifts, “according the Law,” on earth. The sphere of Jesus ministry isin heaven, not
on earth.

8:5- A COPY AND SHADOW. The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews is now offering an
explanation of both the Law and the sacrificial system to Hebrew Christians.

who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses
was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for,
"SEE," He says, "THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO
THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE
MOUNTAIN (NAS).

Theentire sacrificial system was ashadow or a pattern of that which wasto come. All the hopesas
well asthe imagery of the sacrificial system are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Seem Exodus 25:40.

The substance, or summary, of what had been declared was, that
Christians had such a High Priest as they needed. He took upon
himself human nature, appeared on earth, and there gave himself asa
sacrifice to God for the sins of his people. We must not dare to
approach God, or to present any thing to him, but in and through
Christ, depending upon his meritsand mediation; for we are accepted
only in the Beloved. In all obedience and worship, we should keep
closeto God'sword, which isthe only and perfect standard. Christ is
the substance and end of the law of righteousness. But the covenant
here referred to, was that made with Israel as a nation, securing
temporal benefitsto them. The promisesof al spiritual blessings, and
of eternal life, revealed in the gospel, and made sure through Christ,
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are of infinitely greater value. Let us bless God that we have aHigh
Priest that suits our helpless condition [QV: MH].

c. Jesusisthe mediator of a superior covenant, 8:6-13.,

8.6 - A MORE EXCELLENT MINISTRY. “But now He has obtained a more excellent
ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on
better promises’ (NAS). We have aperfect covenant established by aperfect Mediator. This*“more
excellent ministry” relatesto all five points of superiority of the priesthood of Jesus Christ over the
Levitical priesthood.

SUMMARY OF THE FIVE POINTS OF
THE SUPERIORITY OF JESUS CHRIST ASHIGH PRIEST

Heisasuperior priest to Aaron, 8:1; 4:16-7:28.
He works for a better sanctuary, 8:2, 5.

He offers a better sacrifice, 8:3f.

Heis amediator of a superior covenant, 8:6.
His work rests on a superior promise, 8:6.
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The covenant Christ mediatesis abetter covenant, sinceit isenacted
on better promises. In verses 6-13, the new covenant is contrasted
with that first covenant (v. 7); i.e., the Mosaic Law (Ex. 19:5).
Christ's blood is the basis of the new covenant and pays for the sins
of al (Matt. 26:28); Christians are ministersof it (2 Cor. 3:6); and it
will yet have an aspect of its fulfillment in relation to Israel and
Judah in the Millennium (as predicted in Jer. 31:31-34) [RSB: QV].

8:7-THE FIRST COVENANT. Itfollowsthat ... “if that first covenant had been faultless, there
would have been no occasion sought for a second.” The prophecy of a new covenant in Jer.
31:31-34 points both to the inadequacy and temporary nature of the Mosaic Law.

FAULTLESS. Thisisacondition of the second class and assumes that the old covenant was not
without fault. Thiswasaserious charge. To thefirst century Jewish reader it was nothing short of
shocking.

8:8- ANEW COVENANT. Thechargethat thefirst covenant was not without fault wasindeed a
serious charge. Thisprobably explainswhy the writer immediately goes on to the second covenant
without amplifying the charge of weaknesses in the first covenant. The old covenant was a good
covenant, but the Jews failed to keep it. So, God gave a new covenant of grace to replace the old
covenant of law. The Scripture reads:
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For finding fault with them, He says, "BEHOLD, DAYS ARE
COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN | WILL EFFECT A NEW
COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE
HOUSE OF JUDAH;

The "new covenant,” we learn from Jer. 31:31-34, was to be made with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. Here the writer isinspired by the Holy Spirit to apply it to Christians.

Some students of the Word of God will see this as reference to spiritual Israel (Christians, the
church). Others believe that Jeremiah's promise is to be fulfilled eschatologically, that is, in a
coming millennial age.

8:9-THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT.

NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH | MADE WITH THEIR
FATHERSON THE DAY WHEN | TOOK THEM BY THEHAND
TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY
DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND | DID NOT
CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD.

8:10- FOR THISISTHE COVENANT.

FORTHISISTHE COVENANT THAT | WILL MAKEWITH THE
HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTERTHOSE DAY S, SAYSTHE LORD: |
WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND | WILL
WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND | WILL BE THEIR
GOD, AND THEY SHALL BEMY PEOPLE.

The new covenant has a new dimension. It isan inner covenant based on the power and
ministry of God within the mind and the heart. The two terms, mind and heart, cove the whole of
man’ s inner nature.
8:11-ALL WILL KNOW ME.

AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW
CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HISBROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW
THELORD, FORALL WILL KNOW ME, FROM THELEAST TO
THE GREATEST OF THEM.

Under the new covenant all will be taught the Word of God (Is. 54:13; John 6:45), whereas
under thelaw, the old covenant, only the educated scribe could understand the fine points of the law.

8:12-1 WILL BE MERCIFUL.
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FOR | WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I
WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINSNO MORE.

Thenew covenant if acovenant of mercy in which aloving Heavenly Father forgivesthesins
of all those who enter a covenant relationship with Him.

8:13 - OBSOLETE. The writer is writing as though the Old Testament (old covenant) legal
system and ceremonial system were about to vanish before the new covenant of grace. The NAS
reads:

When Hesaid, "A new covenant,” He has madethefirst obsolete. But
whatever isbecoming obsol ete and growing old isready to disappear.

If this had been written after A.D. 70 it seemsthat he would have written, “hasvanished.” Sincehe
write that it “is becoming obsolete,” it seems that the epistle was written just prior to the great
dispersion which was about to take place after the fall of Jerusalemin A.D. 70

WE MUST CONCLUDE THAT
Hisisasuperior ministry, 8:6.
Hisisasuperior covenant, 8:7-13.

Hisis asuperior sanctuary, 9:1-12.
Hisisasuperior sacrifice, 9:13-10:18.
Hisisasuperior promise, 10:19-12:3.
Hisisasuperior priesthood, 4:16:7:28/
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1. JESUSCHRIST ISSUPERIOR IN HISPRIESTLY MINISTRY, 9:1-10:30.

The author has proved that Jesusisthe One Who leads usinto aright relationship with God.
Heis"“theway, thetruth, and thelight,” (John 14). Heisthe Onethrough Whom we have accessto
God. Theinspired writer has demonstrated that the highest and best thisworld hasto offer isbut a
shadow, apale copy of that whichisin heaven. Infact, theentire sacrificia system given by God to
Israel to enable them to worship Him is but a shadow (or type) of that which was to come. The
worship that people offered under the old Covenant was but “a pale copy and ghostlike shadow of
thereal worship, which Jesus, therea High Priest, alone can offer” [BARCLAY': ]. Inchapter nine
he will make this clear as he describes the Tabernacle and the ministry of the earthly High Priest.

The Tabernacleis described in Exodus 25-31 and 35-40. The court of the Tabernacle was
150 feet long and 75 feet wide. It was surrounded by a curtain-like fence of fine, twisted linen
which was seven and one-half feet high, which represented the wall of holiness that surrounds the
presence of God. The curtain was supported by 20 pillars on the north and south and 10 on the east
and west sides. Thesilver capped pillarswere set in sockets of brass. The one gate, onthe east side
was 30 x 71/2 feet wide. It was made of fine, twisted linen wrought with blue, purple, and scarlet.
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The Tabernacle was constructed of 48 acaciabeams, 15 feet high and 2' 3" wide. They were
overlaid with pure gold and set in sockets of silver and bound together by outside connecting rods
and by awooden tie-beam which ran through the center of them.

The brazen atar in the outer court was 71/2 feet square and 41/2 high. Also located n this
areawasthelaver, made of brass mirrorsof thewomen. The priests bathed in the water inthe laver
before they served.

The Tabernaclewasdivided into two parts. Thefirst part, theHoly Place, measuring 15x 15
x 30, made up two-thirds of it. The Most Holy Place (the Holy of Holies) measured 15 x 15 x 15
feet.

THE HOLY PLACE CONTAINED:

1. The golden lamp stand stood on the south side. It was made of pure gold (one
talent = 75 pounds). It was fed with pure olive oil and the lamps were always
lighted.

2. Thetable for the shewbread, located on the north side, measured 3' x 18" and
stood 2' 3" high. Twelve loaves were placed on it in two stacks every Sabbath.

3. The dtar of incense was made of acacia wood sheathed in gold. It was 18"
square, 3' high. Incense, symbolizing the prayers of the people, were burned
morning and evening.

THE MOST HOLY PLACE CONTAINED:

1. The Ark of the Covenant, which contained the golden pot of manna, Aaron’srod
that budded, and the tables of the Law.

2. The Mercy Seat wasthelid or covering of the Ark. On it were two cherubim of
solid gold. God said,

“There | will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat, from
between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, |

will speak to you about all that | will give you in commandment for
the sons of Israel.”

A. The Earthly Priests Ministered in the Earthly Sanctuary, 9:1-10.
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Fivereasons are set forth in this passage explaining why the sanctuary of the Old Covenant
was inferior to the heavenly sanctuary in which Jesus Christ ministers as the supreme High Priest.

It was on earth and it was built of materials of the earth, 9:1.
It was only a shadow of that which was to come, 9:2-5.

It was inaccessible to the people (except the priests), 9:6-7.
It was atemporary sanctuary, 9:8.

It was ineffective in changing hearts, 9:9-10.
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1. The Tabernacle of the first covenant is described, 9:1-5.

9:1 - REGULATIONS OF DIVINE WORSHIP. The first covenant, which “is becoming
obsolete and growing old” and “ready to disappear” (8:13) “had regulations of divine worship and
the earthly sanctuary.” Therepetitionisnot without purpose here. This"general epistle’ to Hebrew
believerswas of utmost importance, yet believerswould not hold copiesin their handsfor centuries
(until after the Gutenberg press). During the early church period and for hundreds of years
afterwards ministerswould read from the scrollsin worship services and Bible studiesin church or
in home churches. People had to learn the Scripture by memorization or a systematic study. The
repetition and seeming over simplification (for Jewish readers, anyway) was important.

The Hebrew readers were not only acquainted with the regulations of worship under theold
covenant, they held them in high esteem, as evidenced by their continuing to go to the Temple for
Passover, Pentecost, and other holy days. For example, there is Paul’s determination to go to
Jerusalem for Passover at the close of the Third Missionary Journey, even though he waswarned of
the danger awaiting him.

9:2-THE HOLY PLACE. “For therewas atabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were
the lamp stand and the table and the sacred bread; thisis called the holy place.” “The outer one”
refers to the first part of the Tabernacle itself, which measured 15' x 15" 30" ( two-thirds of the
Tabernacle.

The Tabernacle, or tent of meeting, wasa* sacred tent, a portable and provisional sanctuary,

where God met His people (Ex. 33:7-10). A tent was the dwelling place of a nomadic person”
[HBD: QV]. Asadready seen, it was divided into two parts.

LAMP STAND. Thelamp stand served a practical service. Since there was no window in the
Holy Place, the priest depended upon it for light.

TABLE. Aswe have seen, thisisthe table for the “ sacred bread” (shewbread, KJV; Showbread,
NKJV). The Shewbread was:
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A sacred |oaf made probably of barley or wheat which was set before
the Lord asacontinual sacrifice (Ex. 25:30). The old bread was then
eaten by the priests (Lev. 24:5-9). David requested the bread for his
hungry men asthey fled from King Saul (1 Sam. 21:4-6). Jesus used
thisaccount toillustrate Histeaching on the sabbath, that the day was
made to benefit people (Mark 2:23-28) [HBS: QV].

9:3- HOLY OF HOLIES. “Behind the second veil there was atabernacle which is called the
Holy of Holies...” TheKJV has, “Holiest of al;” theNKJV, “Holiest of All.” Many of the students
of the Word during thefirst several decades of the Twentieth century referred to the Holy of Holies
without realizing that the term did not appear in the King James Version of the Bible. Itisusualy
referred to as “the Most Holy Place.”

9:4- GOLDENALTAR OF INCENSE. Thegolden altar (golden censer, NKJV), an dtar
for burning incense, was actually not located inside the Holy of Holies, but near the veil.
In function the altar belonged to the Most Holy Place because

the incense was wafted into it. Thisjustifies the statement that

the Most Holy Place "had" the golden censer. That is, aportion

of the function of the golden altar of incense wasto prepare the

way for the high priest to make his approach to the mercy seat

on the Day of Atonement (cf. 1 Kin. 6:22, in which thisaltar is

plainly associated with the oracle of God or the Most Holy

Place) [BSB: QV].

The incense was A mixture of aromatic spices prepared to be burned in connection
with the offering of sacrifices (Ex. 25:6).

The word is aso used to refer to the smoke produced by the
burning. In the King James Version of the Bible, two Hebrew
words are trandated "incense'; however, the two words are
practically synonymous. Theincense used in worship wasto be
prepared according to exacting specifications and was to be
offered only by the high priest [HBD: QV].

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. Asevery Hebrew (including Hebrew Christians) knew, the
Ark of the Covenant was “covered on all sideswith gold.” They also know its contents:

(1) A golden jar holding the manna.

(2) Aaron'srod which budded.

(3) Thetablesof the covenant;

9:5 - CHERUBIM. In the Old Testament, Cherubim is the name given for a class of winged
angelswhose primarily purpose was as guards (Gen. 3:24) or attendants (Ezek. 10:3-22). Thisis
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the only referenceto Cherubim inthe New Testament. Herethetermisusedin giving adescription
of the furnishings of the holy of holies.
Texts descriptive of the appearance and activities of cherubim

reflect two contexts. One is in the visions of the presence of God

attended by living creatures (cherubim and seraphim, Isa. 6:2-6;

Ezek. 1:4-28; 10:3-22). The other is Temple worship and the

representations of cherubim which were apart of itsfurnishings (Ex.

25:18-22; 1 Kings 6:23-35; 2 Chron. 3:7-14).

The most impressive of the Temple cherubim were the large
scul ptures (probably winged quadrapeds) in the holy of holies. If
these were arranged aswas common in the ancient Near East, thetwo
cherubim would together form athrone. Their legswould bethelegs
of the throne, their backs the arm rests, and their wings the back of
the throne. Consistent with the idea of a cherub throne are the texts
which envision God dwelling between, enthroned upon, or riding
upon the cherubim (1 Sam. 4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2; 22:11; 2 Kings 19:15; 1
Chron. 13:6; 28:18; Ps. 18:10; 80:1; 99:1; Isa. 37:16 [HBD: QV].

THE MERCY SEAT. The writer continues, “and above it were the cherubim of glory
overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak in detail.” Asnoted inthe
introduction to this section, the Mercy Seat wasaslab of pure gold measuring about 45 inchesby 27
incheswhich served asalid or covering for the ark of the covenant. It also served asabase for the
golden cherubim (Ex. 25:17-19,21) and represented God's presence with His people. It also
symbolized the throne from which God ruled Isragl (Lev. 16:2; Num. 7:89). On the Day of
Atonement the high priest sprinkled the blood of a sacrificial lamb on the mercy seat asapleafor
forgiveness for the sins of the nation (Lev. 16:15).

TheHebrew word meansliterally "to wipeout" or "cover over." This
has led modern tranglators to render the term "cover” (REB, NRSV
note), "lid" (TEV), or "atonement cover" (NIV). "Mercy seat” is
based on the earliest Greek and L atin trandations. The mercy seat has
been replaced as the symbol and place of God's presence and
atonement. Christ's cross and resurrection showed the perfect
presence and accomplished atonement once for all (Heb. 9) [HBD:

QVI.
2. The ministry of the priestsis detailed, 9:6-7.
9:6- THE PRIESTSARE CONTINUALLY ENTERING. Theearthly priests, the priests of
the earthly sanctuary, were continually entering “ the outer tabernacle performing the divine

worship.” Those priestsministered daily intheHoly Place, repeating the offerings and sacrificeson
aregular basis. They knew nothing of a once-for-all sacrifice.
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9:7-BUT INTO THE SECOND. “The second”denotes the Most Holy Place, or the Holy of
Holies. Only the high priest entered the Most Holy Place, and he once each year on the Day of
Atonement. Heentered “ not without taking blood,” which he offered “for himself and for the sins of
the people committed in ignorance.” “The Day of Atonement was one great comprehensive act
of atonement for all sin and for all uncleanness’ [BARCLAY: ].

The significance of the statement that only the High Priest could go into the Holy of Holies,
and that he had to go once each year, isthat nofinal or eternal offering for sn wasmadein under the
old covenant - through the sacrificial system. The offerings he made could not change the heart.
That could only be accomplished by the once-for all, completed sacrifice of Jesus Christ and by His
ministry in the heavenly sanctuary (vv. 11-12).

The reference is to the one day of the year, the Day of Atonement,
during which the high priest ministered in the Holiest of All. The
phrase does not indicate the number of times he entered it on that
day. The necessity of this annual visit established the fact that what
took place was ultimately symbolic rather than efficacious. The
offering of the blood of the goat and the carrying away of the
scapegoat provided forgiveness only in that they typified the final
sacrifice of Christ [QV: BSB].

SINS..COMMITTED IN IGNORANCE. The ordinary priests served daily in the outer
sanctuary, the Holy Place, but only the high priest could enter the Most Holy Place - and he only
onceayear, onthe Day of Atonement. On that day he could not enter “without taking blood, which
he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.”

Does the Scripture make a distinction between sins committed in ignorance and those
committed with knowledge of thesin? Y es, asamatter of fact, inthe Old Testament, adistinctionis
made between sinscommitted in ignorance and sins one committed with their eyeswide open - sins
for which they could not claim ignorance. In Genesis 43:12 the word used for sins of ignorance
(agnoayma), istrandated “an oversight.” Sinsof oversight, like sinsof omission, werestill sinsand
called for atonement. In Hebrews 10:26 the writer will deal with willful sinning.

THE MINISTRY OF THE HIGH PRIEST ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT

1. He burned the morning incense, made the morning offering, and attended the trimming of the
lamps on the lamp stand.

2. Dressed in hisglorious robe, he sacrificed a bullock, seven lambs, and aram (Numbers. 29:7).
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3. Hethen took off the glorious robe, washed, and put on the white robe (symbol of purity).

4. Assistants brought him a bullock bought with his own money. With his hands on its head, he
confessed his sins and the sins of Israel. The bullock was left at the altar.

5. Two goatswere standing by, which by lotswere designated, “for Jehovah,” and “for Azazel” (the
scapegoat).

6. He then returned to the altar and killed the bullock, catching the blood in a basin (a swirling
movement prevented coagulation).

7. With coalsfrom the altar in acenser and incensein adish, he entered the Holy of Holiesto burn
incense (Hisfirst entrance in to the Most Holy Place).

8. He came out and took the blood of the bullock and went a second time into the Holy of Holies
to sprinkle the blood seven times up and seven times down.

9. Hecame out, killed the goat marked “for Jehovah” and with its blood entered the Holy of Holies
for the third time to sprinkleit.

10. Then he came out, mingled the blood of the bullock and the goat, and sprinkled the horns of the
altar, the altar of incense, and the altar itself. Thus, the Holy Place, and Holy of Holies were
cleansed with blood.

11. Next, with his hands on the scapegoat, he confessed his sins and the sins of the people, after
which it was led into the wilderness and killed (symbolizing the taking away of their sins).

12. Still dressed in hiswhiterobe, he prepared the meat of the bullock and the goat for sacrificeand
repeated the words of Numbers 29:7-11.

13. Hethen cleansed himself with water, dressed in hisgloriousrobe, sacrificed akid for the normal
evening offering, and then sacrificed the previously prepared bullock and goat.

14. Hewashed, put on the white robe, and for the fourth time entered the Holy of Holiesto remove
the censer of incense.

15. Hecleansed himself in water, put on the beautiful robe, again and burned the evening offering
of incense and trimmed the lamps on the golden lamp stand.

Thisritual had to be repeated once each year and that high priest had to offer an offering for
hisown sinsaswell asthe sins of the people. 1nthe evening, at the close of the Day of Atonement,
the high priest had afeast because he had been in the presence of the Lord and come out alive. Isit
any wonder that the writer of Hebrews claimsthe sacrifice of Christ was superior to the sacrifice of
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bullocks and goats, and that he ministry of Jesus Christ was superior to the ministry of the earthly
high priest?

3. Thissanctuary was only afigure of the one to come, 9:8-10.

9:8-THEWAY..HASNOT YET BEEN DISCLOSED. “TheHoly Spiritissignifyingthis,
that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is till
standing”

(NAYS). Thevell at the entranceto thefirst sanctuary kept the people out of the Holy Place, and the
veil at the entranceto the second sanctuary kept the priest from entering into the Holy of Holies (the
very presence of God). At best, this system was one of ritual or ceremonial purification (7:11) that
called for endless repetition.

9:9- A SYMBOL. Thesacrificial system under the old covenant was only afigure or “asymbol
for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the
worshiper perfect in conscience...”

9:10- UNTIL A TIME OF REFORMATION. The sacrifices and offerings of the earthly
sanctuary - whether the Tabernacle, Solomon’s Temple, the temple of Ezra and Nehemiah, or
Herod' s Temple - wasonly asymbol of that which wasto come, relating only “to food and drink and
various washings, regulations for the body imposed until atime of reformation.”

VARIOUS WASHINGS. Various washings (divers washings, KJV) is a reference to Jewish
ceremonial immersions. “Until atimeof reformation” isadefinite statement of thetemporary nature
of the Levitical system (see also, 7:10-17; 8:13; Gal. 3:15-22). “Christianity is itself the great
reformation of the current Judai sm (Pharisaism) and the spiritual Judaism foreshadowed by the old
Abrahamic promise (see Galatians 3 and Romans9)” [ATR: ]. Inanearlier study onthisEpistlethe
writer suggested a comparison of the Levitical system with the“l Am” sayings of Jesusin John.

Rush Limbaugh, both on his nationally syndicated radio program and in his monthly news
letter, haswarned of the danger of placing symbol over substance. This, inreality iswhat thewriter
of Hebrews is urging Jewish Christians to avoid. They had been a part of Judaism before their
conversion and many Jews, as attested by the Judaizers who hounded the steps of Paul, had such
allegiance to the Levitical system that there was a strong temptation to make Christianity another
sect of Judaism. To do sowould have placed symbol over substance. The Levitical systemwasthe
symbol, Jesus the substance of God' s love, mercy, and grace.

B. ThePriesthood of Jesus Christ, 9:11-14
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9:11 - WHEN CHRIST APPEARED AS A HIGH PRIEST. Christ, being come (having
appeared) isthe both an historical event and the pivotal ;point of all history. When He cameand all
things changed - forever. Heisthe High Priest of “good things’ that have already come as aresult
of His coming and hope of all the good things that will come because He has come.

If someone could have video taped the ministry of the high priest on the Day of Atonement
and made it available to us so that we could insert it into a tape player, what we would see on the
screen would be the ministry of Jesus Christ, our eternal High Priest. If we could view the entire
sacrificial system in the same way, what we would see would be the Cross, the Resurrection, and
Ascension of Christ as He reentered the heavenly Holy of Holieswith the blood of perfect sacrifice
- the once-for- all sacrifice for our sins. Heisthe minister “of the good things to come.”

A MORE PERFECT TABERNACLE. Following the sacrifice - when Jesus sacrificed Himsel f
(the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world) - “He entered through the greater and more
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation.” Thisis a glorious
picture of Christ as High Priest ministering in the heavenly tabernacle (8:2), after which the earthly
tabernacle was patterned (9:24). The greater and “more perfect tabernacle” is heaven itself.

9:12- HEENTERED THE HOLY PLACE. Thecontrast also continues: “and not through
the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all,
having obtained eternal redemption.” Unlikethe sacrifice of the earthly high priest, who repeatedly
entered the Most Holy Place with once a year with the blood of goats and calves (bullocks, KJV),
Jesus sacrifice was His own blood - and it was once for all time. It never needs to be repeated. It
cannot berepeated - Hiswork isfinished. Furthermore, hiswork of atonement isdone (complete); it
cannot be undone. Moreover, aswe have seen, Jesus' sacrifice was His own blood (not acalf or a
goat), and it was offered oncefor all (not repeatedly), providing for eternal redemption (contrasted
with atemporal covering).

9:13- ASHES OF A HEIFER. The“blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of aheifer” werea
part of the earthly, thus temporal, system. The red heifer offering was for cleansing one who was
defiled by contact with a corpse [see Num. 19:2-10].

9:14- HOW MUCH MORE. Thelogiciseasy to follow here: “If the blood of goats and bulls
and the ashes of aheifer sprinkling” (vs. 13), “how much morewill the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God?

The blood of Christ is clearly the price involved in the atonement.
The atonement of Christ isone of the themes of the Book of Hebrews
and the pivotal doctrine of the entire Bible. The sacrificesof the O.T.
wereforerunnersof thiswork of Christ. Theincarnation of Jesuswas
for the purpose of His suffering death in behalf of mankind.
Atonement isamultifaceted concept which includesreconciliation --
the restoration of man to fellowship with God (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor.
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5:19, note); propitiation -- the satisfying of the just demands of God's
holinessfor the punishment of sin (Rom. 3:25, note); and redemption
-- the purchasing of the enslaved sinner to make him free (Col. 1:13,
14). The atonement of Christ madeit possiblefor God to justify men
and to bejust in so doing (Rom. 3:26). No passage could be any more
lucid than Lev. 17:11, which declares that "the life of the fleshiisin
the blood." This life poured out in substitutionary sacrifice makes
atonement for the soul. Nor is there any other possible approach to
God. "Without shedding of blood there is no remission” (9:22).
Christ's death on Golgothawas substitutionary (inour place). Itisthe
act of Christ which makes possible man's forgiveness in that it
satisfies the just and holy wrath of God [QV: BSB].

THE ETERNAL SPIRIT. Therearemany titlesfor theHoly Spirit recorded in the Bible, many
of which are found in the following chart. Others include the Paraclete (Comforter) passages of
John 14-16.
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TITLES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

I S B

Qne Spirit His Linity

Spirit of glory

|saiah 11:2

|saiah 11:2
|saiah 11:2

Spirit of truth John14:17

Spirit of grace is grace Hebrews 10:29

Spirit of arace and supplication is grace and intercession Zechariah 12:10
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From the Ryrie Sudy Bible Notes

C. Christ Isthe Mediator of the New Covenant, 9:15-28.

1. Jesusisthe mediator of the new covenant by means of His death, 9:15.
9:15- THEMEDIATOR OF ANEW COVENANT. “For thisreason,” thewriter says, Jesus
is“the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since adeath has taken place for the redemption of the
transgressionsthat were committed under thefirst covenant, those who have been called may receive
the promise of the eternal inheritance.” A mediator is onewho stands between two partiesto bring
themtogether. Jesus, asthe Mediator of the New Covenant, isthe One who stands between men and
God to bring them together.

“For thereis one God and one Mediator between God and men, the
Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself aransom for al...” (1 Tim. 2:5,
6a).

"For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life aransom for many" (Mark 10:45, note).

The purpose of the New Testament is to provide forgiveness of sin and to give an eternal
inheritance. Herewe seethat thereal valueinthetypical sacrificesunder the Old Testament system
was in the realized in the death of Christ. “It is Christ’s death that gives worth to the types that
pointed to Him” [ATR: ]. Thismeans, of course, that the atoning sacrifice of Christ isthe basis of
the salvation of all who were saved before the Cross.

2. A will does not go into effect until the death of the testator, 9:16-17.

9:16 - THERE MUST OF NECESSITY BE THE DEATH. The Scripture states the
obvious. “For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it.”
Thetestator of awill had to die before the benefits of this covenant could be fully realized by those
for whom they wereintended. This verse provides “strong proof that it is the death of Christ, not
Hislife, that put into effect the new covenant with all itsblessings. Hissinlesslife qualified Himto
be the suitable sacrifice for sin, but it was His death that made the payment for sin” [RSB:QV].

9:17- ACOVENANT ISVALID. Then, asnow, awill isvalid“only when men aredead, for it

isnever inforcewhilethe onewho madeitlives.” Thewriter affirmshere the necessity of the death
of Christ.
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3. Moses dedicated the covenant with blood, 9:18-22.

9:18 - NOT..WITHOUT BLOOD. “Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated
without blood.” Moses, with instructionsfrom the Lord, directed the young men asthey “...offered
burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as peace offerings to the LORD” (Ex. 24:3-8).

9:19 - THE BLOOD OF THE CALVES AND THE GOATS. “For when every
commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law (see again, Ex.
24.3-8), he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book itself and all the people...” "Goats' are not specifically mentioned in the
passage from Exodus 24, but we learn from Lev. 1:10; 4:23 that they could be used for burnt
offerings. "Water, scarlet wool, and hyssop" are not mentioned in Exodus, but those items were
used in the ceremony of the red heifer.

The priest shall take cedar wood and hyssop and scarlet material and

cast it into the midst of the burning heifer. The priest shall then wash

his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward come into the

camp, but the priest shall be unclean until evening (Num. 19:6, 7).

This offering has already been mentioned in Heb. 9:13. In Numbers 10:2-10 wefind that it
had become the custom to mingle water with blood and to use awisp of wool or astem of hyssop for
sprinkling. The sprinkling of “the book itself” is not mentioned in Exodus but it may be implied.
What was “the book?’ In Exodus 24:4 we read, “Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD.”

9:20- BLOOD OF THE COVENANT. Asthose offering were made, Moses said, "THIS IS
THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU."

9:21-IN THE SAME WAY. That is, in the same way as Moses sprinkled the people and the
book, “he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood.” The
tabernacle had not been erected at thetime of the sprinkling mentioned n Exodus 24:5ff. In Exodus
40:9, the Scripture speaks of the anointing of the tabernacle, and everything in it, with oil but does
not mention blood. According to Numbers 7:1, Moses "anointed it and consecrated it"; this
sanctification of the tabernacle would involve the sprinkling of blood [BSB: QV].

9:22-WITHOUT SHEDDING OF BLOOD. Most students of the Scripture have memorized
thisverse: “And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and
without shedding of blood thereisno forgiveness.” The NKJV rendersit, “ And according to thelaw
almost all thingsare purified with blood, and without shedding of blood thereisno remission.” The
guestion is, Why does the Scripture say, “amost?’ Exceptions to the requirement of blood for
cleansing were permitted by the law, according to Exodus 19:10; Lev. 5:11-13; Num. 16:46;
31:23ff..

But if his means are insufficient for two turtledoves or two young
pigeons, then for his offering for that which he has sinned, he shall
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bring the tenth of an ephah of fineflour for asin offering; he shall not
put oil onit or placeincenseonit, for itisasin offering (Lev. 5:11).

The blood of Christ setsaside all other plans for forgiveness of sin. Jesus said, “for thisis
My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins” Matthew 26:28..

4. The sacrifice of Christ is better than that of the old sacrificial system, 9:23.

9:23 - IT WAS NECESSARY...IN HEAVEN. The Scripture reads, “Therefore it was
necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices than these.” Just as the Tabernacle - the copy of thingsin
Heaven - was purified with blood, the heavenly sanctuary had to be purified by our Lord’ ssacrifice.
“Most refer thisto heaven itself, but someto the cleansing of believers whom God inhabits (Eph.
2:22)" RSB: QV].

The real atonement in Jesus Christ replaces the copies belonging to the first covenant.
Robertson isright: “To us it seems a bit strained to speak of the ritual cleansing or dedication of
Heaven itself by the appearance of Christ as the priest-victim. But the whole picture is highly
mystical” [ATR: ].

William Barclay says of 23-28:

Here the writer tot he Hebrews is till thinking of the supreme
efficacy of the sacrifice which, even for so adventurousawriter ashe
was, is amazing. Let us remember the basic thought of the letter.
The worship of thisworld isa pale copy of thereal worship. Inthis
world, there is a worship which can give a man a shadow of real
fellowship with God; in the world to come, there is a worship
whereby a man will really know God.

5. The priestly work of superior to that of the earthly priest, 9:24-26.
a. He does not enter the earthly sanctuary, but Heaven itself, 24.
9:24 - HEAVEN ITSELF. We have come to expect repetition or reiteration from the writer of
Hebrews. Here hewrites, “For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, amere copy of
the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.” The contrast
continues between the earthly sanctuary and the heavenly sanctuary, with emphasis upon the

superiority of the heavenly, or eternal sanctuary, of which the earthly tabernaclewasbut apale copy.

FOR US. Chrigt, our divine Intercessor, has entered the heavenly Holy of Holieswith the blood of
perfect sacrifice to sprinkle upon the mercy seat of heaven “for us.” The vicarious suffering and
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death of the Messiah is stressed in the Suffering Servant passagein I saiah, which beginswith 52:12
and continuesthrough chapter 53. What Hedid, Hedid for us- the priceHe paid, Hepaid for us. In
the New Testament we see that our High Priest has re-entered the Heavenly sanctuary where Heis
making intercession for us.

Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to
God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for
them (Heb. 7:25).

My little children, thesethings| writeto you, so that you may not sin.
And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous (I John 2:1).

b. He offered a once-for-all sacrifice, 25-26.

9:25- NORWASIT THAT HEWOULD OFFER HIMSELF OFTEN. Hiswasaonce-
for- all sacrifice. The one sacrifice of Christ was absolute and final. He did not have to enter the
heavenly Holy of Holieswith Hisblood “ often,” asthe earthly high priest “ entersthe holy place year
by year with blood that is not hisown.” Robertson quotes Vincent: “The sacrifice of Christ dealt
with sin asa principle: the Levitical sacrifices with individual transgressions’ [ATR: ].

9:26 - OTHERWISE. Hiswas aonce-for-al sacrifice, “ Otherwise, He would have needed to
suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the agesHe has
been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” “Once at consummation of the
ages’ denotesthefirst coming of Christ. “For Hewasforeknown before the foundation of theworld,
but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you” (1 Peter 1:20).

Christ's atonement conquered sin. Only one such atonement was
necessary. The continuing significance of that one act of God in
Christ may be observed in v. 28, in which the atonement islinked to
the return of Christ, to consummating the salvation which was
purchased on the cross [BSB: QV].

6. Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many, 9:27-28.
a. Itisappointed unto man once to die, 27.

9:27 - IT ISAPPOINTED FOR MEN TO DIE ONCE AND AFTER THISCOMES
JUDGMENT. Thisverse must be read in context (verses 26-28). However, this often quoted
verse answersoncefor all timethe question of reincarnation. | saw afriend at afuneral anumber of
years ago and he told me he had been reading about reincarnation. He added, “Y ou hear so much
about it, you just wonder if there may be somethingtoit.” | responded by quoting thisverse. Inthat
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sense we do no injustice to Scripture when we life this verse out of context. We do, however, need
to study it as aunit.

It is appointed unto each person to die - and after that to stand before Jesus Christ in
judgment. Today, each person must answer the question, “What will you do with Jesus?’
And he had better get it right! He is going to stand before Him and hear Him say either,
“Come ye blessed of My Father,” or “Depart form Me, for | never knew you.”

b. Having been offered once, He shall appear a second time, 28.

9:28 - SO CHRIST AL SO. Our Lord, “having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will
appear asecond time for salvation without referenceto sin, to those who eagerly await Him.” Jesus
was both the superior High Priest Who offered the once-for-all sacrificefor our sins, and at the same
time He was the sacrifice - the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Here again the writer
alludesto the Suffering Servant passagein Isaiah (53:12). “lsaiah wasasignificant source of early
Christian interpretation of Christ” [RSB: QV].

WITHOUT REFERENCE TO SIN. The meaning is apart from the sin issue. “In His first
coming Christ dealt with sin once for al; in His second coming He will take redeemed sinners to
Himself in the consummation of their salvation” [RSB: QV].

Our High Priest, having offered the perfect sacrifice, and having re-entered the
heavenly sanctuary with the blood (symbolically), and having taken His seat at the right hand
of the Father in glory, He is awaiting His Second Advent. He is coming again, not as
Suffering Servant or High Priest, but as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

D. The Sacrificeof Christ IsSuperior tothe Sacrifices of the Old System, 10:1-
18.

1. The sacrificesassociated with the Law were powerlessto save sinners, 10:1-4.

In this chapter the author emphasizes the finality of Christ's
sacrifice by contrasting it with the lack of finality of the OT
system of law and sacrifices. Christ's redemption needs no
repetition and no supplementation. Therefore, argection of His
sacrificeisfinal and unforgivable [RSB: QV].
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10:1 - ONLY A SHADOW. In verses 1-4, we see that The Mosaic Law, the Levitical
priesthood, and the Levitical offerings, were but a shadow of Christ's coming and His
once-for-all offering.

For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come
and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices
which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who
draw near (NAS, italics added).

TheLaw wasonly ashadow of thereal thing. Notethe contrast between shadow and image.
Theimage (eikon) isan exact copy (picture). A shadow isnot clear. Christ isthe elkon of God. The
Law gives only a shadowy outline of the good things to come (9:11).

OFFER CONTINUALLY. The sacrifices associated with the Levitical priesthood had to be
continually repeated, year after year. There was never an end to it until the perfect (once-for-al)
sacrifice was offered by the supreme High Priest. The emphasis continues to be the superiority of
the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ to the earthly priest. The earthly system, being on a shadow of
that which was to come, could never make the worshipers perfect.

10:2- OTHERWISE. Follow thereasoning. If the Law, or sacrificial system, could have made
them perfect, they would have ceased to offer those sacrifices, “because the worshipers, having
once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?’

10:3 - A REMINDER OF SINS. “But in those sacrifices there is areminder of sins year by
year.” The very repetition of sacrifices on the Day of Atonement was a continual reminder of the
temporary nature of that system. What Jesus did for us He did once for all time. There has never
been a need to repeat Calvary. The very thought of His having to die for our sins even a second
time, let alone once a year, puts the Cross to open shame (as seen in chapter 6).

10:4- IMPOSSIBLE .. TO TAKE AWAY SIN. “For it isimpossible for the blood of bulls
and goats to take away sins (NAS).” The ministry of the Levitical priesthood was powerless to
removesin. Thesacrificial systemwasbut apale copy of what real worship ought to be. "Thewhole
business of religion wasto bring aman into a close and intimate relationship with God, to give him
free access to the presence of God. That iswhat these sacrifices could never do" [Barclay: ].

2. Jesus Christ isthe superior sacrifice, 10:5-10.

10:5- WHEN HE COMES. Thequotation, from Psalm 40:7-9, isareferenceto theincarnation
of Christ. The Psalmist was |looking ahead to the coming of the Messiah. “Therefore,” the writer
says, “when He comesinto theworld, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT
DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FORME" (NAS). Hecameintotheworldto
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offer asacrifice, but the sacrifice would be no lamb, goat, or bull. 1t would be Hisown body. This
is the sacrifice that answered the will of God as no animal sacrifice could.

Psalm 40:6-8 is understood to be typological, referring to Christ's
incarnation. Part of the psalm (i.e., Ps. 40:12) would not apply to
Christ because it speaks of the psalmist's sins. Instead of "a body
Y ou have prepared for Me," the Hebrew text of Ps. 40:6 reads "My
ears You have opened.” The LXX reads "a body Y ou prepared for
Me," which paraphrases the Hebrew. God forms the ears of the
psalmist for the purpose of hearing and responding. The LXX
understands that the body is fashioned to hear and to do the will of
God [BSB: QV].

BODY. Thebody here seemsto represent the whole body, as opposed to "ears" (Ps. 40:6), which
representsapart. Complete submission isemphasized - Jesuswas totally submissive to the will of
the Father.

10:6 - NO PLEASURE. “IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU
HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE” (CAPS in NAS). Psalm 40:6 reads, “Burnt offering and sin
offering Y ou have not required.” The Lord has no pleasure in animal sacrifices, but He did take
pleasurein what they represented - worship, devotion, and faith. He took no pleasureinthe animal
offering, the meal-offering, the burnt-offering, and the sin offering. They were important and they
were commanded, but they were only a shadow of that which was to come.

But does the Bible not tell us that God commanded those offerings, and does not the
Scripture tell us that the smoke rising from the altar was pleasant in the nostrils of God? Isthere,
then a contradiction? No. God was pleased by the faith and repentance of the humble worshiper,
represented by the offering of the sacrifices; and by the prayers rising to Him, represented by the
smoke rising to Him.

10:7-8 - BEHOLD, | COME. This prophetic psalm points to the coming Messiah. Jesus was
committed to do the will of the Father.

Then | said, "Behold, | come; In the scroll of the book it iswritten of
me. | delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law iswithin my
heart" Ps. 40:7-8, NAS).

THEN. When it was plain that God could not be propitiated by such sacrifices, Christ is seen as
offering Himself to do the will of the Father.

10:9-TO ESTABLISH THE SECOND. Continuing the thought of verses 7 and 8 - “Then
He said, "BEHOLD, | HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL He takes away the first in order to
establish the second.” The speaker in this passage quoted from Psalm 40 is Christ. His whole
attitude toward the Heavenly Father was, “Not My will, but thine be done.”
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The conclusion drawn from the quotation from Psalm 40 is stated succinctly. With the
coming of Christ, God took away the old sacrificial system and established a new one. He took
away the temporal and replaced it with the eternal. He replaced the inferior with the superior.

10:10- WE HAVE BEEN SANCTIFIED. We have been separated, (set apart for the glory of
God) oncefor all time by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. “By thiswill we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ oncefor al.” Thisdoesnot imply universalismin any way.
Jesus paid the price but the individual must receive Him. God does all the saving by His grace, but
He never saves anyone against His will. For more on Sanctification, see the doctrinal section in
Romans (Rom. 1:18-8:39). The Doctrine of Sanctification is covered in 6:1-8:39.

BY THISWILL. Thatis, by Christ'sdoing the will of God in becoming the sacrificefor sin, He
offered His body as a once for all sacrifice. The will of God, unfulfilled in animal sacrifices, is
realized in Christ's offering of Himself. "He came to be a great high Priest, and the body was
prepared for Him, that by the offering of it he might put sinful men forever into the perfect religious
relation to God" (Denny, The Death of Christ) [ATR: ].

3. The old and the new sacrifices are contrasted (10:11-14).

10:11 - EVERY PRIEST STANDS DAILY. The Holy Spirit obviously did not think the
repetition was unnecessary. When the Bible uses this much repetition there must be areason for it.
For some of the Jewish believers of thefirst century theinitial introduction to this subject must have
been a shocking as a challenge to Baptists and Presbyterians on Security of Believers, Catholicson
Communism, or the Church of Christ on place of baptism in regeneration. They must see that
“...every priest (the earthly priestsof the Levitical system) standsdaily ministering and offering time
after timethe same sacrifices, which can never takeaway sins’ (NAS). Threethingsare accentuated
here. First, the earthly priest stood daily in the Tabernacle or the Temple, doing the same things
over and over. Second, he was repeating the same sacrifices over and over. Third, those sacrifices
could never take away sins - they could make the worshiper conscious of his sins (10:2).

10:12 - ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS FOR ALL TIME. Jesus, “having offered one
sacrificefor sinsfor all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD.” The"onesacrifice"
offered by Jesus does the work that the many sacrifices offered by earthly priests had failed to do.
This is the main point of this argument, and it was a point that had to be communicated to those
early Jewswho were making thetransition for Judaismto Christianity. At thistime many werestill
going to the Temple (as did Paul and James, the half-brother of the Lord) and they continued going
to the local synagogue until they were forced out. Judaizers - Jews professing to be Christians -
seemed moreintent upon making Christianity another sect of Judaism than they werein embracing
the new covenant about which the writer of Hebrews is addressing.
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SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD. With the Incarnation; the virgin birth; the
perfect life, the phenomenal manifestations of authority over disease, e ements, and demons; the
Crucifixion; the Resurrection and appearances; and the Ascension behind Him, Jesus Christ could
now sit down at the right hand of God in Heaven - just where John saw Himin the Revelation. Had
He not already declared, “It is finished! 7’

The NKJV renders this verse, “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down at the right hand of God.” An interesting observation isfound in the footnote in
the Believer’s Study Bible:

“Forever" in the Greek text could be understood as either one
sacrifice for sins forever (vv. 10, 14; 7:27; 9:12, 25-28) or that He
forever sat down, His "sitting" being contrasted with the "standing”
of the Levitical priests (v. 11), thusindicating the completion of the
atonement” [BSB: QV].

10:13- WAITING. TheNASreads, “fromthat timeonward UNTIL HISENEMIESBE MADE
A FOOTSTOOL FORHISFEET.” Heiswaiting expectantly. The expectant attitude of Christ here
isthat of final and certain victory (John 16:33; | Cor. 15:24-28).

10:14 - HE PERFECTED. By His once for all offering, Jesus “perfected al those who are
sanctified.” He perfects usin the sense that He makes us acceptable top God, justified by grace,
through faith. He has done what the old sacrifices failed to do (verse 1).

4. The Holy Spirit isawitnessto us of the new covenant, 10:15-18.

10:15 - HOLY SPIRIT ALSO TESTIFIES. The Holy spirit bore witness before (in the
Scripture). The author affirms his interpretation of Psalm 40:7-9 by repeating from Jeremiah 31:
31ff what he had already quoted (8:8-12). We must understand what the Scriptureclaimshere. The
Holy Spirit has testified - and continues to testify. With reference to Scripture, He inspired the
Scripture writers (Inspiration) and He continues to testify through the same Scripture through
[llumination - He illuminates the mind of believers so that they can understand and apply the Word
of God intheir lives. Paul isvery clear about that in the second chapter of 1 Corinthians.

That isnot to claim that the Holy Spirit cannot, or will not, communicate with peopletoday.
God can do anything He choosesto do. But what he has chosen to do primarily isto giveusinspired
Scripture and then give us His Spirit to illuminate our hearts and minds that we might understand
His Word, and that we know how to apply itinour lives. But, we must be careful when it comesto
extra-biblical revelations, either by individuals, churches, or denominations. That includes
individualswho claim special gifts prophecy, aswell asthe Roman Catholic pope, or the head of the
Mormon church.
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When we are saved (regenerated, justified) God places His Spirit in our heart (theindwelling
by, or of, the Holy Spirit, baptism of the Holy Spirit). He convicts, guides, directs, and calls
Scripture to our remembrance that we might know thewill of God. Doesthat mean the Holy Spirit
does not does nothing supernatural in our lives today? Absolutely not! But it means that His
primary role will beto lead us, guide us, instruct us that we might understand the divine principles
He has already inspired (the Holy Scripture) and help us to apply those principles in everyday
decisions.

Y ou do not haveto pray for the Holy Spirit to give you afresh revel ation about what God has
already told you (in black and white) that you should do. Y ou do, however, haveto trust the Holy
Spirit give you wisdom and empower you to do what you already know God wantsyou to do. You
do not have to pray about whether or not you should pay your taxes - He has instructed you in
Scriptureto “render unto Caesar the thingsthat are Caesar’ sand unto God the thingsthat are God' s’
(Matt. 22:21). If you arelooking for anew job, you will want to ask the Lord to open theright doors
and to closethewrong doors. Weareto “ask,” “knock,” and “seek.” But seeking fresh revelations,
or an extra-biblical “word of knowledge” demands a careful discernment of the spirit that provides
this information.

10:16- THISISTHE COVENANT. With the New Covenant “THAT | WILL MAKE WITH
THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: | WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR
HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND | WILL WRITE THEM," Hethen says,” "AND THEIR SINS
AND THEIRLAWLESSDEEDSI|I WILL REMEMBERNOMORE" (vs17, NAS). Thisquotation
is from Jeremiah 31:33-34 and it was quoted earlier in Hebrews. 8:10-12. Under this superior
covenant, our Lord will put His law in the heart of the believer.

10:17-1 WILL REMEMBER NO MORE. Only God canwill Himself to forget. | can forget
because | cannot remember certain things. God can forget nothing except that which He promisesto
forget, can remember everything except the sins of those who have entered into a covenant
relationship with Him.

10:18- NO LONGER ANY OFFERING FOR SIN. Under the new covenant God eliminates
the need for offering more sacrifices. “Now where there is forgiveness of these things, thereisno
longer any offering for sin.” The blood of bulls and goats provided atemporary atonement,

but the sacrificial system in itself could not take away sin and its
consequent debt (which required forgiveness), lavery (which called
for redemption), or alienation (which demanded reconciliation).
Christ through His death made the perfect atonement (cf. 9:14, note)
with everlasting efficacy. The key contrast is between "remission”
(aphesis, Gk.) and "offering" (prosphora, Gk.). The O.T. sacrifices
were merely an "offering," adivinely appointed temporary meansto
bring man to God; Christ's redemptive work, "remission,” was the
perfect completion of atonement [BSB: QV].
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E. Parenthetical Exhortationsand Warnings Are Stressed (10:19-39).

In 10:19-39 we have a parenthetical warning in which we are urged to hold fast our
confession of faithin Jesus Christ. In 10:19-25 the author makesapractical application of all he has
said. From theology he turnsto practical exhortation. He is one of the deepest theologiansin the
New Testament, but all histheology is governed by pastoral instinct.

1. Jesus has presented us with anew and living way to enter His kingdom (10:19-21).

10:19 - CONFIDENCE TO ENTER THE HOLY PLACE. Under the New covenant
believers*have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus.” The spirit of boldnessis
ours by the blood of Jesus Christ. The author gives a second summary of the five arguments
concerning the superiority of Christ's priestly work (see 8:1-6), with an exhortation added, before he
proceeds with the fifth one (the better promises, 10:26 -12:3).

10:20- A NEW AND LIVING WAY. “... we have confidence to enter the holy place by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His
flesh...” (NAS). The"new and living way" is Jesus Himself. The languageishighly symbolic, but
Jesus clearly is the way (see John 14:6).

THROUGH THE VEIL. Here, this refers the flesh of Christ (his humanity). Because of the
coming Christ in the flesh, we have anew way opened for access God (Hebrews 2:17f; 4:16). “The
torn veil opening the way to the Holy of Holies symbolizes Christ'sflesh (body) on the cross, which
opens access to God for us (Matt. 27:51)” [RSB: QV].

10:21 - A GREAT PRIEST. Thiswould be agood place to stop and read verses 19-25 again
to seethisversein context. “Sincewe have confidenceto enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,
by anew and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil,” the writer has said, “now
the andsincewehaveagreat priest over the house of God,” who both empowers usand motivates
usto draw near to Him if faith and assurance (vs. 22). Jesusis Our eternal High Priest (the “great
priest over the house of God”) who offered Himself for our sins.

2. Some practical exhortations are in order for all of us (10:22-25).

10:22 - LET USDRAW NEAR. Onthebasis of what our great High Priest (vs. 21) has done
for us, we are exhorted, “let us draw near with asincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” The
washing of our bodieswith pure water is, it seems obvious, an allusion to baptism, but to interpret
this as baptismal regeneration on the basis of this passage alone, or even in conjunction with others
which aretaken out of context, iseisegesis, and not exegesis. Exegesis(meaningto take out from)is
amuch better way of interpreting Scripture than eisegesis ( which involvesour reading into the text
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our preconceived views). There really is no indication in the verse that water baptism has any
saving virtue, power, or effect. Rather, itis “having our hearts sprinkled clean” with the blood of
Christ that effects spiritual cleansing. Believers, those who have been cleansed by the blood of the
Lamb, are to submit themselves for baptism as a testimony to the cleansing that has already taken
place. They arefollowing both the command of Christ and the example of our Lord public baptism
asasymbol and awitness for Him..

10:23-LET USHOLD FAST. Onthebasisof all thewriter has said, he now exhortsusto”hold
fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for Hewho promised isfaithful...” TheKJV has,
"Let us hold fast the profession of faith." Any pastor looking for agood sermon outline with three
really great pointswill not want to missthisone - just add an introduction, aconclusion and acouple
of illustrations:

|. “Let ushold fast the confession of our hope.”

I1. “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering.”

[11. “Let ushold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is

faithful.”

One of the great attributes of our savior is that He is faithful. There can be no greater
motivation for usto “hold fast our confession that the fact that He is alwaysfaithful. There can be
no greater motivation to be steadfast and unwavering that the fact that Jesusisalwaysfaithful to His
promises. He promised, “I am with you aways, even to the end of the age" (Mat. 28:20, NAS).

10:24 - STIMULATE ONE ANOTHER. Christiansmust seriously “consider how to stimulate
one another to love and good deeds.” We are exhorted in other places to encourage one another:

“Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as
you aso aredoing: (1 Thes. 5:11, NAS).

But encourage one another day after day, aslong asit is still called
"Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitful ness of
sin” (Heb. 3:13).

TheHoly Spiritinspired thewriter to use astrong word here. The Greek word, paroxusmos,
means stimulation, but it may also be translated “being provoked ( Acts 17:16), “sharp
disagreement” (Acts 15:39). We must actively encourage others to Christian love and the good
deeds that flow from thiskind of love.

10:25- NOT FORSAKING OUR OWN ASSEMBLING TOGETHER. God expectsall
His peopl e to assembletogether on His Day, in His houseto worship Him. Herewe have HisWord
oneit - and He minces no words on the subject. Unfortunately, some church membersin the first
century had not only missed some services, but had actually missed worship so much asto makeita
habit.
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These early Christians had a fellowship which drew them together for worship and
edification. Many people today feel that if the show up for the morning service once or twice a
month they are faithful members of the church. Thereisno wonder that the church is so powerless
in our society today. Those early believers assembled to pray, and study God’s Word nightly and
they set aside the Lord’' s Day for His worship and service.

THE DAY DRAWING NEAR. They should assembletogether and “ encouraging one another;
and all the more as you see the day drawing near. They should assemble together and encourage
each other even more as they saw the that is, as thee way the day of Christ approaching. “This
passage provides one of the strongest affirmationsin the Bible of the crucia importance of thelocal
church and the necessity thrust upon every Christian to be faithful to a local community of the
saints’ [BSB: QV]. Thisverse also revealsthe Lord's plan for believers to worship together in a
local church, rather than ssimply sitting home watching aservice ontelevision, attending adevotiona
at the park or lake, or driving along distance to an out of town church once or twice a month.

3. Some specific warnings must be considered (10:26-31).

Barclay made a point about sin in this passage by pointing out three definitions the
author gives of sin: (1) Sinisto trample Christ underfoot; (2) Sin is the failure to see the
sacredness of sacred things (3) Sinisan insult to the Holy Spirit [BARCLAY: ].

10:26 - IF WE GO ON SINNING WILLFULLY. To“go on sinning willfully” is
consistent, habitual rebellion against God. The background is found in Num. 15:30, 31, where
thissinis described as sinning presumptuously (NKJV), or defiantly (NAS). No propitiatory
offering, only judgment, awaited the one who sinned defiantly (lit., with ahigh hand; i.e., with a
raised, clenched fist in defiance of God and His commands)” [RSB: QV]. This high-handed
sinning isa sin of premeditation and defiance, “committed only by those who have had the
advantage of great light. In the rgjecting of Christ's sacrifice, they discover that there is no other
acceptable sacrifice for sin” [BSB: QV].

THERE NO LONGER REMAINSA SACRIFICE. Thisisvery serious: “For if we go on
sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice
for sins.” Man iswarned against sinning willfully. Every now and again the writer speaks with a
sternness that is almost without parallel in the New Testament. There are few writers who have
such a sense of sheer horror and terror of sin [BARCLAY:: ].

The Old Testament background is Deut. 17:2-6. Circumstances made loyalty to the
church acritical issue. Sin by any member was a hindrance to the church (it still is).
Unfaithfulness undermines the very foundation of the church. Sin had become even more serious
because of the new knowledge they had of God'swill. If unfaithfulnessto local church wasasin
that undermined the very purpose of the first century church, it is even more serious today. At
that time the church represented a very small percentage of the population, so their
unfaithfulness might well have gone unnoticed by alarge percentage of the population. Today in
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many communities in America almost everyone in one’s neighborhood knows whether or not
they belong to alocal church, and they are aware of how faithful they are. The offence was
serious then, and it is serious now.

10:27 - ATERRIFYING EXPECTATION OF JUDGMENT. Rather than having sins
covered by the shed blood of the Lamb of God, those who sin presumptuously, or defiantly (with
their eyes wide open, high-handed) are guaranteed “ but a terrifying expectation of judgment and
THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES’ (NAS). The
consequences of sinning defiantly are disastrous. There is no more sacrifice for sins and
judgment and indignation are promised.

10:28 - WITHOUT MERCY. TheHebrew Christians of the first century were well aware
of the fact that “ Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the
testimony of two or three withesses.” There leaders had taught them and their history affirmed
it.

10:29 - HOW MUCH SEVERER PUNISHMENT. Do you believe there will be degrees
of punishment in hell? What does this verse teach us? If under the Mosaic Law people who
were guilty of thiskind of sin faced judgment without mercy, he asks, “How much severer
punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has
regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the
Spirit of grace?’ (NAS). If those who despise the law of Moses died without mercy, those who
have trodden under foot the Son of God have no hope.

10:30- THE LORD WILL JUDGE. Thewrath of God is afearful thing. The author
closes this appeal with athreat (warning) about judgment, by quoting Deut. 32:35-36 (see also
Ps. 135:14). The Scripture reads, “ For we know Him who said, ‘VENGEANCE IS MINE, |
WILL REPAY. And again, ‘THE LORD WILL JUDGE HISPEOPLE." These early readers
knew Scripture and understood the point. People in general may not be able to quote the
passage, but they are forewarned and therefore without excuse as they face His judgment.

“What,” one may ask, “does that have to do with me, I'm a Baptist (Methodist,
Presbyterian).” The answer is disturbing: There are alot of Baptists and members of other
churches who are lost and they are going to hell. They are sinning defiantly and hiding behind
church membership - at least they think they are hidden. |sthere any wonder that the Bible
speaks of weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth? "At the heart of Christianity there
remains forever athreat” [BARCLAY: ]. Thisthreat must be taken seriously. Every person
will be called upon to give an account. Paul is clear about the wages of sin in Romans (6:23).

Another aspect of thisis disturbing, or should be: "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS
PEOPLE" (emphasis added). We are all going to be judged according to the deeds done in the
flesh. If God will judge “His’ people, how much more severe will the judgment of the unsaved
be!
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10:31-ITISATERRIFYING THING. What doesHecall itinverse 27, “aterrifying
expectation of judgment.” Here he says“it isaterrifying things to fall into the hands of the
living God.” Occasionaly, | will be preparing a sermon for some special occasion and John, my
older son, will come by and say, “Why don’t you just preach ‘ Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God?" Two of the most famous sermons ever preached were “Sinnersin the Hands of an Angry
God,” by Jonathan Edwards, and R. G. Lee’'s famous sermon, “Payday Someday.” Thelater is
the only one which | had the privilege of hearing in person!

A university student quoted his English teacher who was mocking the emotionalism of
Jonathan Edwards and the Puritans by attacking this sermon. | asked him if he realized that
Jonathan Edwards delivered this sermon in atown known for its hostility to preachers and
preaching, and they took pride in running preachers out of town? Furthermore, | asked if the
student was aware of the fact that Jonathan Edwards never raised his voice during the entire
sermon and never made one gesture, yet people describing the service later said they had sense
of one literally falling into hell and some in the audience were actually holding onto pillars and
other things asif that would keep them from plunging into hell.

If you are going to accuse anyone of emotionalism, you will have to accuse the Holy
Spirit. These people were under conviction of sin! Today, we may well wonder if by taking the
guilt out of sin, we have taken away the “terrifying expectation of judgment.” We had better be
forewarned - it is still in the Book!

4. The author returns to specific exhortations, 10:32-37.

There had been atime when these believers had faced trials and persecution, and through
it al they had been faithful. But now they were in danger of drifting away, and the author
reminds them of their former loyalty. Christians throughout the ages have seemingly been able
to stand adversity better than prosperity. Ease has ruined more men than trouble ever did.
Barclay illustrates with a story about Hannibal of Carthage, whose troops could stand the battle
(they routed the Roman legions) but one winter in Capua did what the Romans could not do. One
winter there with its luxury so sapped the morale of the Carthaginian troops that they could not
stand against Rome.

The more affluent denominations today should recall how it was when they had to
depend on God more and their resources less. Thomas C. Reeves (The Empty Church: the
Suicide of Liberal Christianity, The Free Press, New Y ork, 1996, pp. 276) laments the decline of
the “seven sisters’ of American Protestantism. He writes:

The mainline churches have played major roles in the shaping of

the United States. For centuries, membership was often a sign of
respectability, prosperity, and upward mobility [REEVES: 1].
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Individuals, like churches, should pay attention to these exhortations. We seek the easy
way in life, avoiding stress, pressure, and controversy. But the church has often seen its greatest
growth during atime of persecution or tribulation, and it has often become stagnant when there
was no suffering for the cause of Christ. Isit possible that the church in Americatoday has
forgotten what it means to suffer for Christ?

10:32- REMEMBER THE FORMER DAYS. These readers are reminded of what it was
like when “after being enlightened,” they had to endure “a great conflict of sufferings.” The
readers had endured great suffered when they were spiritually enlightened and accepted Jesus
Christ as Savior.

This obvioudly refersto a definite experience of people in adefinite place - the Jewish believers
had suffered in Jerusalem and other places. Many of the Gentile converts had also experienced
persecution.

Possibly the ones who needed to be reminded of this suffering were also the ones who
had forsaken the assembling of themselves together for worship. Many members today need to
be reminded of former timesin the Lord’s service. They need to remember and repent, asin
Revelation 2:5.

10:33- BEING MADE A PUBLIC SPECTACLE. Many early Jewish believers had been
ostracized by society, turned out of their homes, and fired form their jobs. They were also
“made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers
with those who were so treated.”

10:34 - FOR YOU SHOWED SYMPATHY. Therecipients of this epistle had shown
sympathy for “ prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you
have for yourselves a better possession and alasting one” (NAS). Whether or not the readers
had been imprisoned and had their possessions seized or not, they surely knew other believers
who had. Those who suffer for Christ here will have a heavenly reward. The Jewish Christians
in question were in peril of apanic and of stampeding away from Christ [ATR: ].

10:35- THEREFORE. The“therefores’ of Scripture are important. They form atransition
between what has been said and what is about to be said. Based upon what he has just said, he
will go on to draw a conclusion. Even though they had suffered for the cause of Christ, he urges
them, “do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.”

10:36 - ENDURANCE. “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the
will of God, you may receive what was promised.” Enduranceisaquality of the mature
Christian.

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let
endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing (James 1:2-4, (NAS).
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10:37 - HE WHO ISCOMING. Here, asin other passages in the New Testament, those
who face trials and persecutions are urged to remain faithful and steadfast, to endure to the end,
“FORYET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL
NOT DELAY.” Thisquotationisfrom Hab. 2:3, 4 (*alittlewhile” isadded). Jesusisthe
Messiah, and He is the coming One Who “will come, and not delay.” Believers are admonished
to wait patiently for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ

5. Thejust shall live by faith (10:38-39).

10:38- MY RIGHTEOUSONE. Thisquotationisfrom Hab. 2:4: “MY RIGHTEOUS
ONE SHALL LIVEBY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HASNO
PLEASURE IN HIM.

The believer trusts God in everything. Hab. 2:4 is also quoted in
Rom. 1:17 and Gal. 3:11, where Paul usesit to teach that the one
who isrighteous by faith (rather than by works) shall live. Paul's
emphasisis on salvation by faith; thiswriter'sis on living by faith
[RSB: QV].

The phrase "the just shall live by faith" expresses the essence of how one relates to God.
The writer will amplify thisin chapter 11. This great truth is so important to the Christian that it
isalso quoted in Rom. 1:17 and Gal. 3:11.

10:39 - NOT OF THOSE WHO SHRINK BACK. “But we, the writer says, “ are not of
those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.”
"But we" stands in marked contrast to those who would turn back from following Christ. The
church movement was still young, and these converts knew many who had heard, and might
have received Christ, but instead turned away and were never enlightened (seevs. 32). The
writer says, “But we” are of those who live by faith “ to the preserving of the soul.”

V. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST ISSEEN IN HISPOWER (11:1 - 13:19).

A. ThePower of Faith IsDemonstrated (11:1-40).
Faith in God gives one both a new perspective and courage to act on one’s convictions..
When John Bunyan was about to go to trial, he said, "With God's comfort in my poor soul,

before | went down to the justices, | begged God that if | might do more good by being at liberty
than in prison, that then | might be set at liberty. But if not, Hiswill be done.”
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Is certain of God's Is confident of
promises (11:1) God's power (11:1)

Acts on God's

P i th
erceives the promises {11:8-22)

divine design (11:3)

Esteems Christ Overcomes tremendous
above all (11:2E) odds {11:29-38)

1. Faithisdescribed, 11:1.

Faith is absolutely certain. What it believesistrue and what it expects will come true.
Faith is not merely believing God can do something, it is believing He will doit. Faithis
believing God (above reason, science, the world, philosophy). By faith we do not mean ablind
leap in the dark. Faith in Jesus Christ is based upon divine revelation - real, eternal truth, not
wild speculation, or anew Age mysticism. Faith is not some abstract, mystical tenant of religion
which should be dismissed by true science as void of truth. But faith is not inferior to science.
In fact, science must be tested by divine truth. For example, based on available scientific
evidence, many scientists are convinced that it takes more faith to believe in evolution than
creation.



Believer’'s Sudy Bible Notes

1:1- FAITH IS, Hodoyou definefaith? Does everyone not know what it is? Y ou hear
people use the term all the time: “Keep the faith,” or “Y ou have to have faith,” of in the
vernacular, “You gotta’ believe.” But what does it mean in the theological sense? “Now faithis
the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (NAS). The NKJV renders
it, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” How could
anyone improve on the biblical definition? But just what does that mean?

Does that mean that you may possess the substance - that which isreal, the essence -
without actually seeing it? Abraham claimed possession of the Promised Land when he had no
title to it, and while pagans still occupied it. Abraham claimed possession of it on the basis of
the promise of God. He claimed it by faith and the Paul tells usin Romans that it was attributed
unto him for righteousness. That isthe way - the only way - we receive the substance (essence)
of the new Covenant.

The Holman Bible Dictionary defines faith as follows:

Trusting commitment of one person to another, particularly of a
person to God. Faith isthe central concept of Christianity. One
may be called a Christian only if one has faith.

Our English word "faith” comes from the Latin fides, as
developed through the Old French words fel and feid. In Middle
English (1150-1475) "faith" replaced aword that eventually
evolved into "belief." "Faith" came to mean "loyalty to a person to
whom one is bound by promise or duty." Faith was fidelity.
"Belief" came to be distinguished from faith as an intellectual
process having to do with the acceptance of a proposition. The
verb form of "faith” dropped out of English usage toward the end
of the sixteenth century [HBD: QV].

THE EVIDENCE. Faithisthe “substance of things hoped for,” aswe have seen. Itisalso
“the evidence of things not seen.” | know | have a place prepared for me in Heaven. | am more
confident of that than | am anything in thisworld. The Holy Spirit will affirm in your spirit that
you have eternal life (I John).
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2. Old Testament examples of faith are given, 11:2-40.

11:2- FOR BY IT. Thatis, by faith, “the men of old gained approval.” He will proceed to
give examples every student of the Word of God will should recognize, and in thisroll call of the
faithful, show how they lived by faith.

11:3- GOD CREATED THE WORLD. The Scripture here does not say that God, by our
faith, or by Hisfaith, created the world. What it saysisthat “By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which
arevisible” We need to understand something else that this verse does not say. It does not say
that the Bible only has “religious’ faith (or “revealed” truth) to counter the overwhelming
stockpile of scientific evidence amassed by legitimate scientists in support of the theory of
evolution. My first question would be what evidence. Nothing in the evolutionists world is
evolving more than the theory of evolution.

After years of studying Scripture, after studying materia published by the Institute for
Creation Research and Answersin Genesis, after many interviews with leading creation
scientists, and after living my life in a society that has been inundated either by atheistic
evolutionary humanism, or by Pantheistic evolutionary postmodernism (New Age religious
philosophies), | have reached a conclusion. The creation - evolution debate is not a debate
between religion and science. It isin fact, areligious debate.

The evidence for the origin of the world cannot be used scientifically to prove conclusive
either the theory of evolution of creation, because you cannot reconstruct all the evidence and
“create” creation in atest tube or inalab. It cannot be scientifically observed. Therefore, the
evidence must be examined to determine which model it fits - creation or evolution. | believe
the creation scientists are right. For one reason, they have been consistent and the evolutionary
views are continually evolving. When one of the leading evolutionists in the world cal cul ates
that possibility of life beginning and evolving by random chance isless than onein ten to the
fortieth power, he sounds very convincing to me.

But | have not only studied this subject by reading some of the debate between secular
scientists and Christian scientists. | have read the Bible and | am convinced that Scriptureis
truth without any mixture of error. If you reject what the Bible saysin the first eleven chapters
of Genesis, that may tell me more about the way you look at God than it does about what you
know about the theory of evolution. If you spell your god with asmall “g” you are going to have
aproblem with he first eleven chapters of Genesis, but if you spell your God with a capital “G”
you should have no problem with the biblical account of creation. And | am not referring to
some hybrid creation/evolution compromise which has already been rejected by both
evolutionary and creation.

| am not ascientist, but | have concluded that creation scientists have the weight of the
evidencein their corner. Furthermore, | am a student of the Bible and | spell my God with a
capital “G.” Creation of the world was no challenge to the great God Almighty. “By faith” |
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“understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not
made out of things which are visible.”

11:4 - ABEL. “By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he
obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith,
though he is dead, he still speaks.” Abel isone of my faith heroes, What do | know about Him?
Just what the Bible tells me, but if heislisted in theroll call of the faithful, he is one of my faith
heroes.

Because the name Abel means, "breath, or vapor, his name has associated with the
shortness of life. WE know that "by faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain." Growing up, | was taught in Sunday School Abel’s sacrifice was a better sacrifice than
Cain’s because it was the sacrifice of an animal. However, the "faith" emphasis here might
imply that Abel's offering was accepted because his attitude was proper. Regardless of that,
Cain killed Abel because of jealousy.

Hebrews 12:24 compares Abel's blood with Christ's blood. Abel's
blood calls for vengeance, but Christ's blood carries with it the idea
of forgiveness (Matt. 23:35; Luke 11:51; 1 John 1:7).

Nevertheless, Abel is outstanding because he was the first person
to worship God correctly, to demonstrate faith accurately, and to
please God fully. Abel was the first shepherd and influenced the
early Hebrews to place a priority on the pastoral life. Also, he was
the first man to be murdered and the first human to die [HBD: QV

1.

11:5- BY FAITH ENOCH. “By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death;
AND HE WASNOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness
that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.”

Hereisagreat Bible trivia question: “He was the oldest man who ever lived, yet he died
before hisfather.” Answer: Methuselah was the oldest man who ever lived and he died before
his father because his father never died.

A better question is, why was he taken up (without death)? Answer: “he obtained the
witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.” Enoch, whose name means
"dedicated," was taken up to Heaven without dying (Gen. 5:18) because he pleased God, and that
iswhy heislisted in theroll cal of the faithful.

11:6 - WITHOUT FAITH. While Enoch’sfaith pleased God, “without faith it isimpossible

to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is arewarder of
those who seek Him.”
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11:7- BY FAITH NOAH. *“By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen,
in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the
world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.”

Who was Noah? He was a righteous man who became the father of Shem, Ham, and
Japheth who were born after he was 500 years old. God warned Noah that He was going to
destroy mankind with agreat flood. But because Noah walked with God in righteousness and
was blameless in relation to other people, God gave him specific instructions for building an ark
by which he and his family would be spared. A week before the flood (Gen. 7:4), Noah and his
family entered the ark with al of the animals as God instructed him. After seven daystherain
began and continued for 40 days. But according to the Scripture, it took more than an ordinary
rain to cause the great world-wide deluge. Many creation scientists, and Bible scholars
(including Dr. David Skinner of Mid America Seminary) believe that before the flood there was
agreat water canopy (the waters above the earth) surrounding the earth that protected the earth
from the ultraviolet rays of the sun and that this water was released upon the earth, even as
waters from great subterranean caverns (the deep) gushed forth upon the earth. God controlled
the rudderless ark so that it landed on Mount Ararat and when it was safe, Noah and his family
left the ark with al the animals that had been spared. Incidentally, from that day until now
undomesticated animals have lived in fear of man. But not coincidently, Noah and his family
settled in the ideal place in what would one day become Babylon.

Generations later Abraham, Job, and other patriarchs would inhabit this land - Abraham lived in
Ur of the Chaldees. Nimrod would become founder of agreat city called Babylon and before too
long the Babylonians would attempt to build atower (The Tower of Babel) to reach God and
God would confuse the languages of the people, thus forcing a segregation which would
eventually lead to migration to various parts of the world. The instructions (laws) Noah and his
sons handed down to their children and grandchildren would provide the background for the
Code of Hammurabi many generations later. Religious beliefs developed in ancient Babylon
would influence masses for thousands of years. The New Age religions, including eastern
mysticism, find their roots in the teachings of Nimrod' s kinsmen.

While the history is exciting, the point here might be addressed with the question, “What
did Noah do that placed himin theroll call of the faithful?” Answer: he believed God. God
said, “I am going to send a great flood and destroy mankind from the face of the earth. Y ou will
build an ark according to My instructions and | will spare you and your family and start over
with you.” Noah had never seen aflood, he had never seen a ship, and some believe he had
never seen even seen arain. But he built the ark, even though it took him and his sons one
hundred and twenty years. When God commanded, he |loaded the ark with the animals and then,
with hisfamily, boarded the ark himself to wait for the rain.

Noah did not have to see the flood to get on board the ark. He simply responded to God
by believing Him and obeying Him. Thereis no faith where there is no obedience. We do not
have to see God to get on board. He promises eternal life to those who place their faith in His
Son. You are not going to see Heaven before you repent, you will have trust Him.
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11:8 - BY FAITH ABRAHAM. When God called Abraham to leave hishomein Ur of the
Chaldees and go to a distant promised land, he

obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.
By faith helived as an alien in the land of promise, asin aforeign
land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the
same promise; for he was looking for the city which has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God (8-10, NAS).

Paul, in the great doctrinal section of the Epistle to the Romans, stressed that Abraham
was justified, not by the works of the Law, but by a faith-righteousness.

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to
the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he
has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does
the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS
CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Rom. 4:1-3, NAYS)

11:11- BY FAITH SARAH. Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as
righteousness, even. But Sarah, hiswife, also trusted Bod and because of her faith she “received
ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who
had promised.” Read the account in Gen. 21:1-5.

11:12 - AND HIM ASGOOD ASDEAD. “Therefore there was born even of one man, and
him as good as dead at that, as many descendants AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN IN NUMBER,
AND INNUMERABLE AS THE SAND WHICH ISBY THE SEASHORE.” Abraham “as
good as dead” because Abraham was 100 years old - and Sarah was also beyond normal child
bearing years.

11:13- ALL THESE DIED IN FAITH. Abraham, Sarah and their family (Isaac, Jacob, and
others) “died in faith without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having
welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the
earth. “A reference apparently is being made to Gen. 23:4, which recounts Abraham's purchase
of aburial place. At that time he said to the sons of Heth, "I am aforeigner and a visitor among
you" [BSB: QV].

11:14 - SEEKING A COUNTRY. “For those who say such things make it clear that they
are seeking a country of their own,” that is they have been called out and by faith look ahead to
the country to which they have been called. They demonstrated their faith in a practical way. In
James 2:18 we read, “But someone may well say, ‘Y ou have faith and | have works; show me
your faith without the works, and | will show you my faith by my works."
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11:15- OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN. “Andindeed if they had been thinking of that
country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return.” If they had not
had faith to look ahead, and if the old land from which they had departed had a greater claim on
them than the one to which they were going, they could have returned to the old one.

11:16 - ABETTER COUNTRY. “But asitis, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city
for them.” The believer isbut a pilgrim in thisworld, as the old Gospel song declares, “this
world is not my home, I’m just passing through.” Our real homeisin Heaven, and we live this
life with our eyes on the ultimate goal.

11:17- BY FAITH ABRAHAM..OFFERED UP ISAAC. Few stories are better known
to students of the Old Testament than the account of God'’ s requiring Abraham to offer his son,
Isaac (the son of promise) on an altar. In complete faith in the Lord, Abraham,” when he was
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten
son.” Read the account in Genesis 22. Thiswas a shocking test for two reasons, the first being
that God will command Abraham to kill anyone. The second is that I saac was the son of promise
- only through Isaac could Abraham have received the promises of the Lord.

11:18 -IN ISAAC. The Scripture says, “it was he,” that is, to Abraham, “ to whom it was said,
‘IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED." Only through Isaac (not Ishmael)
could the Abrahamic Covenant have been fulfilled. Many nations can trace their roots back to
Abraham, but only the Covenant people could trace their roots back to Abraham through Israel
(Jacob) and Isaac.

11:19- A TYPE. “He (Abraham) considered that God is able to raise people even from the
dead, from which he also received him back asatype.” For this period, before the New
Testament, this required tremendous faith. The background, as already noted, is Genesis 22:1-
24,

1. Isaac was the son of promise;

2. God commanded Abraham to take Isaac and offer him on an altar;

3. This experience not only put Abraham’ sfaith to the test, it provides us with an insight
to  the Abrahamic covenant.

Abraham's offering his son is symbolic of God's offering his son:

(1) Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice;
(2) When the time was right, God gave His only Son to die on the cross for sinful men;
(3) Theresurrection of Jesus Christ is aso portrayed (11:19).

The third point demands our attention. If we only read the passage in Genesis, we might
conclude, as many do, that the message we are to get from thisis that since God provided a
substitute for the sacrifice, this was atype of the crucifixion - Jesus died for us. The
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Substitutionary Atonement of Jesus Christ is certainly akey biblical doctrine, and the account in
Genesis 22 does reveal that God provided a substitute for the sacrifice. However, based on what
we read in Hebrews 11:17-19, we may want to adust our thinking on the subject. According to
this passage, we have in the account of Abraham’s offering Isaac both atype of the death of
Christ and atype of the resurrection of Christ.

If we assume that the message is that God supplies a substitute for usin Jesus Christ, we may
miss the fact that the Crucifixion and Resurrection are typified by Abraham'’s offering I saac on
the altar.

God received Abraham'’ s offering of Isaac as an accomplished fact when he drew back
the knife and, with his mind totally made up to obey the Lord, was about to thrust the knife into
Isaacs chest. He was not holding back anything from God. Only when this was demonstrated
did God provide a substitute. Taking Isaac from the altar typified the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. God could not hole back His Own Son (and provide for our salvation), but He could
raise Him form the dead.

11:20 - BY FAITH ISAAC. The son of Abraham, Isaac, by faith “blessed Jacob and Esau,
even regarding things to come. Isaac was the quiet patriarch, overshadowed in some ways by a
more charismatic father son. He was a man given to meditation, but he expressed his own faith
in the Abrahamic Covenant as surely as did either his father or his son. He also sought to
commit histwin sonsto it. Read the account in Gen. 27:26-40.

11:21 - BY FAITH JACOB. *“By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff” shocking Joseph by blessing the younger
son over the older son. We read the account in Genesis 48:1-22. Joseph asked his father to bless
two sons, positioning Manasseh, the first born son, in front of Jacob’s right hand, and Ephraim,
the younger son, in front of hisleft hand. Aslsrael (Jacob) blessed them he crossed his hands
and placed the right hand on the Ephraim’ s head and the | eft hand of Manasseh’s head,
symbolizing that the first blessing, and tribe dominance would go to the younger son. Jacob had
deceived his older brother, Esau, and stolen his birthright and the blessing of the first born. Here
he bestows it prophetically. Centuries later when the kingdom split, the name “ Ephraim”was
often used to denote “Israel,” the northern ten tribes.

11:22 - BY FAITH JOSEPH. Thereisno more godly man in the Old Testament than Joseph
(with the possible exception of Enoch and Elijah). Asan adult, as asalvein Egypt, and finally,
as the powerful official in Egypt, Joseph manifested the character of citizen of the Kingdom of
God set forth in the Sermon on the Mount more than almost any Old Testament personality.
Here we read, “By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons of
Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones.” Read the account in Genesis 50:24-25. The point
made here by the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews is that Joseph, on his death bed, showed
hisfaith in God's promise to Abraham (the Abrahamic Covenant) by requesting that his bones be
buried in the Land of Promise.
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11:23-BY FAITH MOSES. “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three
months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the
king'sedict.”

The faith expressed in this case was that of Amram and Jochebed, the parents of Maoses, Aaron,
and Miriam. The name “Moses’ means “drawn out of the water,” because the daughter of
Pharaoh found him in the little basked in the reeds in the Nile River and had her servants draw
him out of the water. Amram and Jochebed had faith that God would save their son’s life by this
means, but they could hardly have imagined what great things the Lord would one day do with
their youngest son.

11:24 - BY FAITH MOSES. Because God worked it out so that Moses was cared for during
his formative years by his own mother, when the time came for him to declare himself, he stood
with his own people.

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment
with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,
considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward 11:24-26, NAS).

Thiswas a decision of faith, because sight would have placed all the advantages with
Egypt. By faith he spurned the riches and power of the palace in order to identify himself with
downtrodden slaves.

11:25- CHOOSING RATHER. Thiswas adeliberate choice Moses made to identify with
his own people and to follow the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel rather than the gods of
Egypt. Thischoice would lead to aforty year alienation and self-imposed banishment from
Israel, and forty years as a fugitive from Egypt justice.

11:26 - THE REPROACH OF CHRIST. What does it mean - the reproach of Christ?
Christ would not even be born for another 1400 years! How could Moses have given any
consideration to the reproach of Christ. He chose the reproach associated with the Covenant,
even though his knowledge of the coming Messiah was very limited, compared with what the
later prophets would promise and what the Gospel writers would reveal about Jesus Christ. “Or
this may mean the reproach any anointed envoy or messiah (in this case Moses himself) suffers
inahostileworld” [RSB: QV].

11:27 - BY FAITH HE LEFT EGYPT. Follow this carefully and answer one question: He,
by faith, “left EQypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Himwho is
unseen.” The question: Does this refer to hisflight to Midian at age 40 (Ex. 2:11-15), or when
he left ahead of all the Hebrew people at the time of the Exodus (when he was 80 years old, Ex.
12:37)? It would seem that what motivated his flight at age 40 was fright, not faith. He had not
yet stood before the burning bush!
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11:28 - BY FAITH HE KEPT THE PASSOVER. By faith, Moses obeyed God by
keeping the original Passover in Egypt, and by “the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who
destroyed the firstborn would not touch them.” In Exodus 12 we read the account of the time
when God sent His death angel throughout Egypt, and the first born son in every house where
the people did not obey Him was slain. Even Pharaoh could not protect his own son - and he
claimed to be agod. Each of the Ten Plagues was directed at some object of worship in Egypt,
this one at worship of the Pharaoh..

11:29 - BY FAITH THEY PASSED THROUGH THE RED SEA. | founded it
interesting that some Bible maps, including P. C. Bible Atlas for Windows 95, show the
circuitous route of the Hebrews circling around the Red Sea. Some substitute the Sea of Reeds
for the Red Sea. But the Bibleisvery clear (Ex. 14:13-31) they crossed the Red Sea “as though
they were passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned.”
It really would have been amiracle if the Egyptian army and all their horses had drowned in
ankle deep water! No faith would have been required to cross a neck of water (or circle around
it) that was only afew inches deep. All that would be required would be fright.

11:30- BY FAITH THE WALLSOF JERICHO FELL DOWN. Their great Y ahweh
had miraculously delivered them from Egypt; He had miraculously sustained them during forty
years of wilderness wandering; He had miraculously brought them across the Jordan River in to
the Promised Land; and He had miraculously given them an incredible victory in the first great
battle in the Conquest of Canaan (see Joshua 6). Preschool children learn the story of the Battle
of Jericho in Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. They know that God commanded them
to march around the city each day for seven days and then one the seventh day they were to
march around the city seven times. At the sound of trumpets and the shouts of the people, the
wall came tumbling down. Children sing about it: “Joshua ‘fit the battle of Jericho, and the
walls came tumbling down.”

11:31 - BY FAITH RAHAB. Perhapsthisoneisasurprise: “By faith Rahab the harlot did
not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spiesin peace.”
Perhaps we will not be surprised when we remember that Rahab islisted in Matthew’s
genealogy of Christ (the mother of Boaz, Matt. 1:5).

What else do we know about Rahab? Her personal name meaning, "broad” - no pun
intended. Rahab was called a harlot and she lived in Jericho. Sheisthe one who hid the two
Hebrew spies Joshua sent there to determine the strength of the city (Josh. 2:1). When the king
of Jericho learned of their presencein his city, he sent men to arrest them, but Rahab hid them on
her roof, and after sending the arresting officers off in one direction, sent them helped them
escape in adifferent direction. She asked only that the promise to spare her and her family when
the Hebrews destroyed Jericho (Josh. 6:17-25).

Why is Rahab listed among the faith heroes in the faith chapter? Simply because she
believed the Hebrews would destroy Jericho and conquer Canaan. They had obviously been
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monitoring the progress of the wandering Hebrew people for along time. They knew that no
nation had been able to stop their march toward a position on the eastern side of the Jordan
River, opposite Jericho.

11:32 - WHAT MORE SHALL | SAY? In other words, the roll call of the faithful hereis
not exhaustive. For example he might have mentioned “ Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets.” He mentions only four of the judges who judged Israel
(see the Book of Judges). Thelist includes:

1. Othniel (3:7-11)

2. Ehud delivers from Moab (3:12-30).

3. Shamgar (3:31)

4. Deborah (and Barak) deliver from the Canaanites (4:1-5:31).

5. Gideon delivers from Midian (6:1-9:57).

6. Tolaand Jair (10:1-5)

7. Jephthah delivers from Ammon (10:6-12:7).

8. Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon (12:8-15)

9. Samson begins the deliverance from the Philistines (13:1-16:31).

Samuel was the final judge who established ajudicial circuit for judging the people. He
was the man God instructed to anoint Saul as king over Israel, and later, when Saul rebelled,
God sent him to renounce Saul and his house. He then sent him to anoint David as the next king
over Israel. One should not wonder that Samuel was listed among the faith heroes. Heis
representative of “the prophets’ - there were many others, some writing prophets like Isaiah and
Jeremiah, some non-writing prophets like Nathan, Elijah, and Elisha

The Scripture mentions only one king. David. David, the first king since Melchizedec
who never bowed his knees before pagan gods (or turned to the occult as did Saul). David. The
man after God’'s Own heart. David - the king by whom all kings were judged. The story of
some kings was summed up in the words, he lived, he died, and he was buried. In some cases a
postscript was added to the obituary - he did that which was evil, or he did that which was good,
yet not as his father David had done. In afew cases (Hezekiah, for example) we read that he was
righteous and the he followed the Lord with his whole heart as his father David had done.

11:32- WHO BY FAITH. TheBibleisfilled with examples, but the writer has space for but
afew. There were many among the patriarchs, judges, prophets, priests, kings and others. For
example, there is Jonathan, son of Saul and friend of David. And what about David’ s thirty
mighty men?

CONQUERED KINGDOMS. David, the man of war, conquered kingdoms. He conquered
many surrounding nations, making Isragl a power in that part of the world. Solomon was able to
hold what David had conquered, but the kingdom was divided under his son, Rehoboam, and It
would have to wait three thousand years before it would be a power in that region again.
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PERFORMED ACTSOF RIGHTEOUSNESS. Thislist would be along one, alist that is
still incomplete. Throughout the ages God' s saints have been doing acts of righteousness.

While the Bible tells us that there is none righteous, when we [place our faith in Jesus Christ, His
righteousness in imputed unto us, and the Holy Spirit indwells us so that we not only can, but
must do works of righteousness.

OBTAINED PROMISES. There were many promises which God gave His people through
faithful prophets. Some involved temporal things, some eternal. And some had immediate
application or fulfillment, as well as future fulfillment. The promise of a successor to Moses
would be an immediate Joshua and a distant, coming Joshua (Y eshua, the name by which
Messianic Jews know Jesus today).

SHUT THE MOUTHS OF LIONS. Isthere any doubt asto whom herefers? Daniel. If
you want a good definition of faith, try thisone - Daniel. Samson and David slew lions, but to
protect Daniel, God shut the mouths of hall starved lions, in alion’s den, from which there was
No escape.

11:34 - QUENCHED THE POWER OF FIRE. This can only point to three men,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who were cast into “the midst of the furnace of
blazing fire still tied up” (Dan. 3:23).

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in
haste; he said to his high officials, "Wasiit not three men we
cast bound into the midst of the fire?' They replied to the
king, "Certainly, O king." Hesaid, "Look! | see four men
loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without
harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the
gods!" Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the
furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, " Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most
High God, and come here!" Then Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire (Dan. 3:24-26,
NAYS).

ESCAPED THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. An interesting exercise would involve
associating names with all three categories here. How many faithful servants of the Lord
“escaped the edge of the sword” we will never know, but God knows.

FROM WEAKNESSWERE MADE STRONG. Samson, ajudge; Elijah, a prophet; and
David, aking would rank among the most prominent. We may list others from the Old
Testament, and a host form the New Testament, not the least of which would be Paul. History is
filled with great examples, as Foxxe's Book of Martyrsillustrates. Early Christian history
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abounds with stories of martyrs who were simply ordinary people who by faith faced torture and
death with strength and courage.

The history of Christianity isfilled with illustrations. Every student of history knows
about the Founding Fathers, their writing, their faith, their love of country, and their concern for
all Americanswould follow. But who really knows about Roger Williams, Obadiah Holmes,
and John Leland. Would there have been a Bill of Rightsif it had left to the politicians who get
credit for it? Those who know a little about modern missions are aware of the courage of
William Carey, the Father of Modern Missions, and David Brainerd, who poured hislife out as
an offering to his Savior and who by doing so has been held up as an example to countless
missionaries.

BECAME MIGHTY IN WAR. Who would best illustrate this? Joshua, who led the
Conquest; and David, the mighty man of war, and even and his mighty men would head the list.
Then there are the Maccabees, Judas, Simon and their kinsmen.

PUT FOREIGN ARMIESTO FLIGHT. Thethree names athe top of thislist are by now
familiar to us: Joshua, David, Judas Maccabees. Add Samson and Gideon to that list and then
list some of their accomplishments.

11:35- WOMEN RECEIVED BACK THEIR DEAD. Who were the women who
“received back their dead by resurrection?” And who were the “others’ who “were tortured, not
accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection?” The background for
much of what we find in verses 35-38 is probably from the apocryphal book of 2 Maccabees (2
Macc. 6:18-7:42), even though there might have been Old Testament examples.

To read about women who “received back their dead by resurrection,” see 1 Kings
17:22-23 (the widow of Zarephath's son); 2 Kings 4:35-36 (the Shunammite's son). Thereisalso
the mother of the young soldier who waskilled in battle and his friends, having no time for a
proper burial, threw him into the tomb of Elisha, and as soon as he touched the bones of the great
prophet, he cam back to life.

11:36 - AND OTHERS. The Hebrew readers could fill in the blanks from their knowledge of
the Old Testament, and from the Apocrypha (especially Maccabees). Accounts there abound
with stories of women who “experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and
imprisonment.”

11:37 - THEY WERE STONED. Thereisno way of knowing how many were stoned. But ,
Saul of Tarsus would never forget the stoning of Stephen. Stoning was an official means of
execution at one timein their history, but there were stonings that were spontaneous and illegal .
We have often seen on newscasts and documentaries how quickly amob can form in the Middle
East even today. By video tape we have witnessed streets filled with young Palestinians
throwing stones at Israeli police, or Israglis throwing stones at Palestinians. Those are not small
pebbles, but heavy enough stonesto kill if they hit someone in the head.
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THEY WERE SAWN IN TWO. Tradition hasit that Manasseh, the King of Judah and son of
the godly King Hezekiah, had Isaiah was tied and forced into a hollow log and sawn asunder in
698 B.C..

THEY WERE TEMPTED. Thislist would be along one. Think of Jeremiah, Daniel, and
numerous other prophets, aswell as afew priests. They would know of many who “were put to
death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
ill-treated.” It isstill happening today, but the news media apparently does not consider it
important enough to tell us about it, and no one is going to become upset enough about it to
demand that Congress do any thing to help them until they see the pictureson television. That is
what garnered support for the civil rights movement, the feminist movement, the situation in
South Africa, and even the homosexual movement. But we know for afact that Christians are
being persecuted by Communists, Muslims, and others around the world - not just afew, but
large numbers. Asa pastor, | receive mail in which afew congressmen confirm this.

When we stand before the judgment bar of God to answer for the deeds done in the flesh,
we may well be reminded of these martyrs and suffering saints. About the most demanding
things many church members have to worry about is trying to get to Sunday School before the
secretary turnsin the report. Sadly enough, there are many church members who really feel
good about themselves if then show up once every three weeks for a Sunday morning service.
How do we compare with those who are beaten, crippled, and slain for the cause of Jesus Christ?

11:38 - WANDERING IN DESERTS. We may not know al of them, but God has never
lost sight of aone of them. The Holy Spirit inspired the writer to mention these “(men of whom
the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holesin the
ground.” Suffering and deprivation for the sake of Christ did not end with those mentioned here.
The faithful continued to suffer for their Lord: from James, the first Apostle to become a martyr
(A.D. 44); to Peter (crucified upside down, according to tradition); to Paul (beheaded); John’'s
exile to Patmos; to Polycarp, the aged Bishop of Smyrnawho was burned at the stake; to the
Reformation saints; to Corre Ten Boom, to the millions slain by the Nazis and Communists of
the Twentieth Century.

It isreported by Melissa J. McClard in Washington Watch, a publication of Gary Bauer’s
Family Research Council (May, 1998, Vol. 9, No. 7) that currently, “over 200 million Christians
are under threat of persecution [McClard: 1]. Over 35 countries have actually mounted
campaigns against Christians. The chief offender is China, where faced with 70 million
Christians, they have called of the “eradication of the independent Christian movement”
[McClard: 1]. Chinaisfollowed by closely by Sudan, and then Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Turkey,
Burma, Greece, Ethiopia, Vietnam and many more. And never forget Russia. If hard-liners have
their was persecution could escalate there any time.

11:39- THROUGH FAITH. “Andall these,” referring to all those mentioned previously in
this chapter, “having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was
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promised...” Why? Continue with verse 40: “because God had provided something better for us,
so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.”

Like Abraham, they all believed God and it was attributed unto them for righteousness.
The Old Testament saints were saved by faith in God' s promise of acoming Messiah. There
never has been a works righteousness.

HAVING GAINED APPROVAL THROUGH THEIR FAITH. Abraham was saved
before the giving of the law concerning circumcision, and both he and M oses were saved before
the giving of the Law. All those listed in the faith chapter of Hebrews found God' s approval
through faith, not works or the Law. As Paul wrote to the Galatians,

...aman isnot justified by the works of the Law but through faith
in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we
may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the
Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified (Gal.
2:16, NAS).

DID NOT RECEIVE. Those Old Testament saints “gained approval through faith,” but they
never received “what was promised.” What was promised? The coming of the Messiah - and
everything His coming would bring.

11:40 - GOD HAD PROVIDED SOMETHING BETTER FOR US. “Us” denotes all
believersin Jesus Christ. “Something better” pointsto al that is ours because of His coming.

The entire Book of Hebrews stresses the superiority of Christ over the prophets, the Law, the

sacrificial system, the High Priest, even the Tabernacle. “Had provided” should be “foresaw”
(aorist of problepo, to see before).

SO THAT APART FROM USTHEY WOULD NOT BE MADE PERFECT. “Be
made perfect” (remember our old friend, telios, to be complete, mature full grown?) Carries the
force of bringing something to itsintended goal, seeing it through to completion.

Here then is the author’ s purpose id leading his readers through
this Westminster Abbey of faith. It wasto challengethemto a
like faith in God’ s world mission.

Keep in mind the idea of arelay race. Suppose that every man
save the last one runs faithfully and wins his segment of the race.
If the last man fails, then al have lost the race. Insofar asthe
overall raceis concerned they might just as well have not run
victoriously. The ultimate victory depends upon the final runner.
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Those who went before the readers had won their segment of the
race. But if these Hebrew Christians did not run their part of the
race, then the race would be lost. Of course, God would find
another people to carry out his purpose. But like Israel at Kadesh-
barnea, the purpose would be delayed. For those who went before
to see the overall purpose accomplished or completed, every
generation of Christians must by faith win its segment of the race
[HOBBS, Hebrews. Challenge to Bold Discipleship, Broadman,
Nashville, 1971, pp. 144: 120].

| have often said that we are never more than a generation away form paganism. All it
takes is from one generation of Christiansto fail to reach their children for Christ. But never in
my wildest dreams, did | think it would be the generation to which | addressed that statement.
But here we are - moving deeper and deeper into the post Christian erain America. Christians
today need to see how they fit into God’ s plan of world evangelism. If He cannot use us, He will
find someone else. He aways has.

B. JesusChrist Isthe Supreme Exilefor Believers (12:1-29).

There should be no chapter division here; because 12:1-3 is the climax of the whole
argument about better promises (10:19 -12:3). He concludes this argument with a passionate
appeal for loyalty to Christ. Loyalty, whileit is not the means of salvation, is a proof of
salvation.

1. Wemust run the race of life with our eyes on Jesus, 12:1-2.

12:1 - THEREFORE. The"Therefore" is aconclusion of emphasis. Based on the points
aready made in chapter 11, we must conclude that, from the point of regeneration, we are
engaged in therace of life. "Thisis one of the great moving passages of the New Testament; and
in it the writer to the Hebrews has given us a well-nigh perfect summary of the Christian life"
[BARCLAY: ].

CLOUD OF WITNESSES. A vast mass of cloudsistheidea. The metaphor refersto the
great amphitheater with the arenafor runners. Picture fans at an Olympic event or football
game.

The "cloud of witnesses' refersto the list of the faithful peoplein

ch. 11. The passage is reminiscent of the athletic events of ancient

Greece and Rome. Witnesses who are former participants are

present. Warm-up weights are typical of sin, which isto belaid

aside in the serious competition of life. Lifeisaracein which the

believer is asked to "run with endurance." The phrase "looking

unto Jesus" connotes the idea of "having eyes for no one but
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Jesus." We glance at the saints (ch. 11), but we gaze upon the
Savior (12:2) [BSB: QV].

LAY ASIDE. We continue, “let us aso lay aside every encumbrance...” Therunnersin the
Roman arenas ran nearly naked. Anyone witnessing track and field eventsin recent years may
wonder if they are trying to get back to that. “Every encumbrance”’ (every weight, NKJV) refers
to their robes, swords, and shields, and anything else they might have been carrying. They set
aside every garment that might cause one to trip and every weight that might hinder. Athletes
today may wear shoes designed for various events in track and field, as well asfor other sports,
aswell asfor different surfaces. Football players wear the same shoes but change cleats when
they move form grassto Astroturf. Thereisalso alot of differencein what athletes wear for
different sports. Those who do not need the protection of afootball player or hockey player
wear light weight clothing that will not restrict movement. Clothing and shoes for athletes had
been reduced to a science today.

The significance here for the Christian is be obvious. We are running the race of life
right here and now! | wonder how many Christians are even aware of that fact. But aware or
not, we are now running the race of life, and if we are to win the race there are certain things we
must do. To begin with, we must lay aside every encumbrance that handicaps us (doubt, fear,
pride, sloth, lust envy, jealousy immorality, al the works of the flesh).

THE SIN WHICH SO EASILY ENTANGLESUS. TheKJV rendersit, "The sin which
doth so easily beset us;" and the NRSV, “the sin that clings so closely,” and the NKJV, “the sin
which so easily ensnaresus.” Sinsdoes all of that, it besets us, it clings closely to us, and it
ensnares us. While there are many possible renderings, Robertson suggests that the true ideais,
"the easily encompassing (or surrounding) sin: In this case apostasy from Christ” [ATR: ].

When | was playing high school football, we had a starter who missed practiced one
week when we put in anew play. He was back for the game and the coach told him what he was
to do. When the play was called, | asked him if he knew what to do, and he answered, “Y eah.”
The ball was handed of to me and when | started toward the line | saw the biggest hole | had ever
seenin aline. Everyone had done hisjob. There was just one very small defensive back coming
into the hole and he was the one my teammate was going to knock out of there, and | knew he
could do it. Hewas bigger, stronger, faster, and the better athlete. There was just one problem -
when he came to the hole he kept going, thinking it was a sweep. | had already cut toward the
hole and this little tiny boy wrapped his arms around one leg. He was so small that | could have
run all the way to the end zone, dragging him all theway - if, that is, | had been the only one of
thefield. He ensnared me and gave the big boys time to zero in on me at the line of scrimmage.

Some of the sins mentioned above may not seem to be so great to the onewho is
entertaining them. He thinks he can run the race of life, only a dlightly impeded by the weight of
the sin. But one sin usually opens the door to other sins and before you know it, you are thrown
for aloss, you are aloser in the race of life.
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LET USRUN. Literdly, itis, “let uskeep onrunning” the race of life. A lot of races are won
by someone who refusesto quit. A lot of boxing matches are pulled out in late rounds by a
boxer who refuses to give up.

WITH ENDURANCE. The KJV has"With patience." We must run the race of life with
endurance, with perseverance, and not doubt, despair or impatience. Modern track and field
jargon might help - pace yourself, find your groove. A major challenge come when a marathon
runner “hitsthewall.” He may quit, falter, or endure until he gets his second wind.

12:2 - FIXING OUR EYES ON JESUS. "Fix upon Jesus, after aglance at the cloud of
witnesses, the goal” [ATR: ]. We must run the race of life, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author
and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” The sprinter runs with his eyes on the
tape. A distance runner may run most of the race without seeing the tape, but when he rounds
the last turn on the final lap, he is concentrating on one thing, the goal or the tape. We must run
the race of life with our eyes on Jesus.

The only time | was ever pulled out of a game for a mistake was on an extremely hot
afternoon, with temperatures well over one hundred degrees and no shade in sight. It waslatein
the game and when my number was called | glanced at the ball and saw that it was only two or
three yards from the line. | took the hand-off, hit the hole, and when | crossed theline|
straightened up and got buried under a number of tacklers. But | really felt great, until |
managed to get up and saw that no one was celebrating. It was then that | saw that | had crossed
the five yard line, not the goal life. | do not know what caused the mistake, but | will never
forget the horrible blunder, but while | have often thought about it, | have mentioned it very few
times.

That was only agame. But unfortunately, | have taken my eyes of Jesus on many
occasions - with far worse consequences. Every time you take your eyes off Jesus you stumble,
you lose ground, God' s name is dishonored and His kingdom hindered. | can only thank God
that He has made provisions for dealing with sinnerssuch as|.

If we confess our sins, Heis faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9,
NAS).

AUTHOR. Heisthe author, the originator of personal faith. In what sense? In Ephesians 2:8-
9, weread, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it isthe
gift of God; not as aresult of works, so that no one may boast.” In response to Simon Peter’s
confession, Jesus assured him that flesh and blood had not revealed that to him, it came through
the revelation of the Father.

PERFECTER. Thisword was coined, apparently by the author, for it is found nowhere elsein
reference to Christ. His sufferings qualified as the “author and perfecter of faith.” The NKJV
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rendersit, “the finisher of our faith” (italics meansthat it isnot in the original). The Greek word,
teleiwtays, may be translated either completer, perfecter, or finisher. Jesusis the one who brings
our faith to completion.

WHO FOR THE JOY. Why did Jesus suffer, and bleed, and die for us? For Hisjoy, when
His mission was complete and His work done. The Scripture continues, “who for the joy set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” Thereisagreat deal of satisfaction for us when we finish ajob and look back
on it and seethat it was ajob well done. How much more so for Jesus. This denotes the joy set
before Him at the end of the race. Here was the cross with its shame - but there, at the end, isthe
joy and the victory.

2. Christians should take discipline seriously (12:3-11).
a. Theway Jesus endured hostility should give us courage, 3-4.

12:3- CONSIDER HIM. Chapter 11 wasfilled with examples of people who demonstrated
their faithin God. Here the author holds up to us a greater example - that of Jesus Himself.
“For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart” (NAS). While it may be true that the faith that falters before the
finish was faulty from thefirst, it isaso true that we will all falter if we take our eyes off the
“author and perfecter of faith.”

Jesus is the key to the whole problem, the solution to doubt and fear. Thisreally concludes the
entire argument of 10:19 - 12:3.

12:4- YOU HAVE NOT YET RESISTED. Thewriter is not trying to be facetious here,
but what heis saying isthat if you are reading this you have not yet been martyred for their faith
in Christ. The Scripture says, “Y ou have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your
striving against sin.” None of the readers of this epistle had yet been put to death for the Lord.
There had been many martyrs and there would be many more. If we, today, can read these
words, we have not yet resisted temptation to the point of death. Jesus has!

Who do we think we are if we feel that we deserve better than Jesus? Who do we think
we areif we feel that we have some right not to suffer for the cause of our Savior? We must
consider what Jesus did for the cause of redemption and be reminded that Jesus promised that
His servants would suffer for His sake.

12:5- THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD. The writer asks, “and you have forgotten the
exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE
DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM” (capsin
NAS). Inverses5-11, The Greek word paideia or one of its derivativesis used eight times. The
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word was used by the Greeks in reference to the rearing of achild. It was applied to all aspects
of the care and treatment of children,

including in its meaning both education and corporal punishment.
NKJV translators have rendered it most often as some form of
"chasten” (vv. 5-8, 10, 11), and once as "correct” (v. 9), but it is
better translated "discipline.” The divine purpose of thisloving
discipline is unquestionably to bring man into the privilege and
responsibility of sonship [BSB: QV].

12.6 - WHOM THE LORD LOVESHE DISCIPLINES. The NKJV follows the
Authorized version, “chastens.” Thisverseiswell known to every Bible student: “FOR THOSE
WHOM THE LORD LOVESHE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM
HE RECEIVES."

Thisisahard lesson for God's children and possibly only the most mature can appreciate
it. Jerome said, "The greatest anger of al iswhen God is no longer angry with us when we sin."
We should be grateful for discipline as David was (Psalm 23). In these verses the inspired writer
deals with the subject of why Christians are disciplined (chastised)

(2) Itis part of the educational process by which a believer isfitted to share God's
holiness (v. 10).

(2) It is proof of a genuine love relationship between the heavenly Father and His
children (vv. 6, 8).

(3) It helps train them to be obedient (v. 9). (4) It produces the fruit of
righteousnessin their lives (v. 11). For additional teaching on this subject, see the
book of Job (Job 1:1); Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 1:3-4; 4:16-17; 12:7-9; Phil. 1:29; 2
Tim. 3:12 [RSB: QV].

c. We aretaught why Christians are disciplined, 12:7-11.

12:7-1T ISFOR DISCIPLINE THAT YOU ENDURE. The writer continues, “God
deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?” The
NKJV has, “If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there
whom afather does not chasten?

The word translated discipline denotes the rearing of a child, which includes both training
and discipline. Theword used for “endure” means literally, “to stay behind, to await, endure.”
It shows awillingness to bear up under adversity, to patiently endure, or to persevere. Thisisthe
idea expressed in James 1:2-4 (NAYS):
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Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let
endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.

12:8 - BUT IF YOU ARE WITHOUT DISCIPLINE. "If"* isthe condition of the first
class, determined as true or fulfilled. Which isto say that if you are without disciplineitis
because you are not a child of God: “you areillegitimate children and not sons.” All children of
God “have become partakers’ both in His grace and in His discipline.

The Greek father had absolute power over his children aslong as he lived. However, his
relationship with an illegitimate child (nothos, “Bastards') would be quite different. The same
principle would apply to children who are not related at all. My sons today joke about the fact
that when they were growing up | was, at least in their eyes, a strict disciplinarian. But my
discipline ended with my own children - it never extended to my neighbor’s children. If | did
not discipline the child you could be sure that he was not my child. In this context the
illegitimate child might have been abiological child, but legally hewasno child at all. True
children of God can expect Him to discipline them,

12:9- BE SUBJECT TO THE FATHER. Once again, the reasoning is easy to follow:
“Furthermore,” he says, “ we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall
we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?’

WE RESPECTED THEM. TheKJV has, “we gave them reverence,” connoting a habitual
attitude of reverence (respect) toward our earthly fathers. Thisistheideal, and it is natural when
the father is the kind of father God intends him to be. 1f we respect our earthly fathers, who are
fallible, how much more should we respect the Lord God, our heavenly Father, “the Father of
our spirits” (our spiritual Father)?

AND LIVE. Our lifeisin Him. AsPaul said to hisaudience on Mars Hill in Athens, “... in
Him we live and move and exist” (Acts 17:28d). Heisthe source of life, the key to abundant life
here and now, and our only hope of eternal life.

12:10- FOR THEY DISCIPLINED US. Our earthly fathers “disciplined us for a short time
as seemed best to them...” Responsible finite fathers discipline their children in a manner that
seems best to them. There are many forms of discipline and parents must decide what method of
discipline works best for each child. | tried sending aten year old reader to his room for
discipline only to discover that | had to force him to come out. He was so engrossed in a book
that he did not want to leave. Parents discipline their children according to the method they
think will help the child most, whether the purpose is punishment, instruction, or instruction.
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BUT HE DISCIPLINES US. We discipline children as we think best, but God disciplines us
according to what He knows is “for our good.” We discipline for their temporal good, God
disciplines us “so that we may share His holiness.” Why does God discipline us? Because it
prepares the believer to share in God's holiness.

What a beautiful expression of Sanctification! What better defines Sanctification than
“to sharein God’ s holiness.” In Justification, we are clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ
- Hisrighteousness is imputed unto us. In Sanctification, the Holy Spirit produces righteousness
inus. InJustification, we are set apart for God’ s glory. In Sanctification, we are conformed to
the image of His Son - we grow in holiness as we are being conformed to the image of Jesus
Christ.

12:11- FOR THE MOMENT. | had a professor once who often prefaced a new thought
with the words, “It goes without saying.” | suppose | still remember it because one day after he
made the statement and then added his view on some subject, a student whispered, “It really
could have gone without saying.” But here it seems appropriate to say that it goes without
saying that “All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful.” Both “seems
not to be joyful” isfar to mild for what | thought about discipline when it was being applied to
me. Even “Sorrowful” does not seem like a strong enough word! There were afew times when
the point was made very painfully.

When as a college student | was invited to preach at some church, and as a student pastor,
| would preach at the morning service and then go home with church members for Sunday
dinner. Dinner on Sunday was no “lunch” to those country people, it was an event, areal spread.
We would visit during the afternoon and eat |eft-overs before going back for the evening
service. People often asked about my family and some asked about discipline. When | told them
that my parents were strict disciplinarians, | cannot recall how many ladies the age of my mother
or grandmother would say, “And they were always right, weren’'t they?’ It was not always easy
at that point to say that they were always right, because sometimes they might not have had
sufficient information. But they were always my parents and | was in subjection to them. In
time, | was especially grateful for parents who cared enough to discipline me.

PEACEFUL FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. Discipline may not be pleasant, it may even
be “sorrowful,” yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness.” Why does God discipline us? To produce the fruit of righteousness.

Rather than a painful promise, these verses present the basis for
happy optimism for all Christians. The strongest evidences of
spiritual sonship may be deduced from the intervention of God in
the life of the believer for chastisement (v. 8). Furthermore, God's
discipline yields "the peaceable fruit of righteousness' in the lives
of Hischildren, and it isfor their profit (vv. 10, 11). Finally, such
acts of God are incontrovertible evidence of Hislove (Heb. 12:6).
Human parents do well to observe this beautiful pattern of
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education, discipline, and correction accorded by responsible love
in relating to their children [BSB: QV].

3. God's discipline should produce a Godly life, 12:12-17.
a. Sdf-disciplineisimportant, 12:12-13.

12:12 - STRENGTHEN THE HANDS. “Therefore” (based on what he has just written),
:strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble.” Knowledge of God's
discipline should both strengthen and encourage us for whatever lies ahead of us.

12:13 - MAKE STRAIGHT PATHS. Metaphorically, a path denotes one' s walk, hisway
of life. Inthe Old Testament the emphasisis upon God's preparing the path for His people.
Here, the believer istold, “.... make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which islame
may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.” The path is afamiliar metaphor to these
readers.

Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sitsin the seat of the
scornful; But hisdelight isin the law of the LORD, And in His law
he meditates day and night Ps. :1-2.

Y ou enlarged my path under me, So my feet did not dlip, Ps. 18:36.

Make me walk in the path of Y our commandments, For | delight in
it, Ps. 119:35.

Y our word is alamp to my feet And alight to my path, Ps.
119:105.

This verse recognizes the reality of weaknessin thisworld. Even God' s people are
susceptible to temptations which weaken us. One may think first of addiction to drugs, alcohol,
gambling, or violence, but there are many more that may not be so easily detected. We may
recognize an immoral lifestyle, but secret lusts will al'so weaken a person. Jealousy, envy, or
pride, or doubt prevent the believer from walking the path of faith.

God' s discipline may be directed at the sins of the spirit, the ego, materialism, alust for
pleasure, even recreation when those things keep us from walking in the paths of righteousness.
Thereis areason that the believer should make the paths straight - “ so that the limb which is
lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed (italicsin NAS).” Every believer has some
weaknesses. By making our path straight before God, we help protect the weak that (the
l[imb)which is weak.

b. Believers have responsibilities to both God and others, 12:14-17.
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12:14 - PURSUE PEACE. God expects each Christian to “Pursue peace with al men.”
While thisis a command from the Lord, it should also be the nature of the child of God. Jesus,
in the Beatitudes, declares “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of
God.” Peacemakers are, and will be blessed in any number of ways, not the least of which is that
they will be called the children of God. “Child of” in Scripture carries the idea of “in the nature
of.” Just asit isthe nature of God to pursue peace, it is the nature of His children to pursue
peace. Inthe New Testament, peace is hever anegative word. It never denote an attitude of
“Youleave meaoneand I'll leaveyou alone.” Christian peace actively seeks the highest good
for others.

SANCTIFICATION. Every child of God isto pursue “the sanctification without which no
one will seethe Lord.” Sanctification is a process whereby we are made holy. In the Greek New
Testament, sanctification shares the same root as holy or holiness. The word, in one form or
another, may be trandlated, "holiness,” "consecration,” "sanctification”, "treat as holy,"

"purify”; "saint.”

The Old Testament word on which it is dependent means to separate, or to set apart (for
God). Every Christian is sanctified in the sense of his being set apart for the glory of God, and
he is being sanctified as God nurtures and develops him into a mature believer who is daily
being conformed to the image of His Son. Justification (asin Romans 5:1) is an once for all
experience whereby the regenerated individual receives ajudicial pardon from his sins (they are
placed by God on His Son). Sanctification is a process of spiritual growth and devel opment
which begins at the point of Justification and continued to glorification. Romans 8:28ff stresses
that God predestines Sanctification for every person who isjustified, and that every person who
isjustified will be glorified (it is so certain that God speaks of it as an accomplished fact). A
good definition is given in the passage from Romans 8 - that we be conformed to the image of
His Son.

WILL SEE THE LORD. Only those who are being sanctified ever really “seethe Lord.” |
have the matter of seeing God a great deal of thought after hearing the late evangelist, Manley
Beasley, speak of his great desire to see God. When | became pastor of the Hillcrest Baptist
Church of Nederland, Texas, people began asking meif | knew Manley Beasley. | could only
say that | knew who he was, but that | did not know him personally. | found that Manley had
been pastor at Hillcrest a number of years earlier. | also learned that | had become his sister’s
pastor when | accepted the pastorate of Hillcrest Baptist Church. His sister managed his
schedule for him even then.

| was attending a nationwide Bible Conference at Belvue Baptist Church in Cordova,
Tennessee (a Memphis suburb) when | heard Manley Beasely. He had to check himself out of a
Dallas hospital against his doctor’s ordersin order to preach at the conference. He was slowly
dying at thetime. A tall bar stool was on the podium for his use, but he elected to stand,
obviously knowing that it could be his last time to ever preach the Gospel. | was moved by
everything Manley said that day, but then he made a statement that would never release me. He
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declared, “I would walk athousand milesto see God, but | wouldn’t walk across the street to
hear a sermon about Him.” Ever since that time | have thought about how many people come to
our services each week, not to see God, but to sing a song about Him, or to hear a sermon about
Him. They do not even expect to see Him! They don’'t even want to see Him. It ismore
disturbing when you think of the small percentage of church members who actually attend
worship services on aregular basis.

The lost person does not see God; the backslider does not see God; the nominal Christian
does not see God; the carnal believer does not see God. Only those who are being sanctified see
God. That makes our pursuit of Sanctification (pursuit of holiness) be all the more imperative.

12:15- SHORT OF THE GRACE OF GOD. We must be careful here to see what the
Scripture says - and what it does not say. Both arecritical. Asrendered inthe NAS, it says,
“Seeto it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up
causes trouble, and by it many be defiled.”

Does this warn that those who have been saved may “fall from grace” - that is, lose their
salvation? Many people think so, but a careful study of Scripture reveals that such isimpossible.
Admittedly, human reason might lead some to the conclusion that a believer might, indeed, fall
from grace. But God, in Hisinfallible Word saysthat it isimpossible. So what are we to
conclude? And how do we decide? It comes down to this, what is your authority, the “ Thus
saith the Word of God,” or the “thus reasoneth the mind of man?’ Examine both. “Thus
reasoneth the mind of man” led to the Fall, to expulsion from the Garden of Eden, to the
destruction of the world in Noah’ s day, to the confusion of tongues at the Tower of Babel, and to
the pervasive cycle of rebellion that so often brought the wrath of God down on Israel
throughout the periods of the Judges and the Kings. The Bible teaches that the wisdom of man is
foolish to God.

The Scripture teaches that God’s Word is eternal: “The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God stands forever” (Is. 40:8, NAS). Paul wrote that:

All Scriptureisinspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work (2
Tim. 3:16).

According to the Scripture the only kind of spiritual life God offers anyoneis eternal life.
Jesus said,

and | give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no
one will snatch them out of My hand. "My Father, who has given
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them
out of the Father's hand. "I and the Father are one" (John 10:28-30,
NAS)
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We have seen in Hebrews that if anyone could lose his salvation (, a condition contrary to
fact - he cannot, but if he could) it would be impossible for him to be saved again. The very
thought ;puts the Cross to open shame. S0, the issue hereis not falling away from grace, but
falling short of what the Grace of Gods provides for us and what the grace of God would do
within us. Theidea hereisfailure to keep up with what the Grace of God would do for us.

NO ROOT OF BITTERNESS. Failureto keep pace with what the grace of God would do
with you and through you can lead to trouble. Therefore, we muse make sure that we do not all
behind in the grace of God so that “no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it
many be defiled.” Failureto grow in the grace of God, failure to follow as the grace of God
leads us can lead to bitterness and other sins, which in turn will impact other people negatively.

12:16 - LIKE ESAU . In chapter eleven we have aroall call of faithful servants of the Lord, a
roll call of faith heroes. Here we have the antithesis of the faithful, the very opposite of Israel
(Jacob). Esau. Esau, the father of pagan nations, including the Edomites who tried to prevent
the Israglites from ;passing through the wilderness in route to the Promised Land.  All Christians
should so follow where the Grace of God |eads them so “that there be no immoral or godless
person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal.”

12:17 - NO PLACE FOR REPENTANCE. “For you know that even afterwards, when he
desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he
sought for it with tears.” Esau, after selling his birthright, repented of his error and sought to get
it back, but it wastoo late. Practical advice is offered in verses 13 and 14, and now in verses 15-
17 carry awarning: "no place for repentance.” Esau sought the blessing after it wastoo late.
Does this mean that Esau was saved, then lost again? No. It means that he irrevocable sold his
birthright - he could not get it back. From that day forth the name of Esau is proverbial for one
who commits awillful sin which allows no second chance. This should serve as awarning to
those who are tempted to turn from Christ.

We know that the lost person who rejects God' s grace and mercy isin avery dangerous
position, for thereis a point of no return. One can willfully blind himself to the point that he can
no longer see spiritual truth. We should also be aware of the fact that when Christians refuse to
follow where the grace of God |leads them, they are also in danger of reaching the point of no
return. | once heard the story of a seventy year old man who walked down the aisle of a church
when the invitation was given. He told the pastor that God had called him to be a missionary
when he was avery young man, but he had refused to respond to that call. Now, at age seventy,
he wanted to announce he was ready to do whatever God wanted him to do.

A friend once talked with me about someone who had once been very active in the
Lord swork, but had pulled back from his service. It grieved us that this once talented person’
talent was now significantly diminished. He seemed little more than a shell of the person he had
once been. That magnificent voice was gone, my friend said, and the talent had diminished as
much at the instrument he played. | could only take my friend’ s word for it, but sinceit was a
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concerned | assume it wastrue. But aswe discussed this, | recalled another person who seemed
very gifted at one point but after years of spiritual struggles, it was obvious when the person
spoke or sang that something was missing. It was as though the Lord has taken away their gift.

4. Believersare exhorted to yield to Him, 12:18-29.

a Mt. Sinai is contrasted with Mt. Zion, 12:18-24.

The Ryrie Study Bible captionsthis, “The drive of life, 12:18-24;” and the Believer's
Study Bible, “The Glorious Company.” The great emphasis of these verses, however, regardless
of how it fitsinto anyone' s outline, isthe great contrast between Sinai and Calvary.

12:18 - A MOUNTAIN. Thereferenceisto Sinai: “For you have not come to a mountain that
can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind...” These
Hebrew readers knew their history. They were keenly aware of the Exodus, when the Israglites
assembled at the foot of Mount Sinai and watched Moses go up onto the mountain to meet with
God. They understood that Mount Sinai represented the Covenant. It was at Sinai that they had
entered into a covenant relationship with their Savior and Deliverer.

12:19- THE BLAST OF A TRUMPET. The modern Gentile reader finds it almost
impossible to comprehend the awesome experience of Sinai. There was one phenomenal
manifestation of the presence and power of the great YAHWEY after another. Those who come
to Mount Zion have not come “...to the blast of atrumpet and the sound of words which sound
was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them” (so great was
their fear).

12:20- THEY COULD NOT BEAR. “For they could not bear the command, "IF EVEN A
BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED (NAS)." The account to which
he alludesisfound in Exodus 19:12-13:

"Y ou shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, 'Beware
that you do not go up on the mountain or touch the border of it;
whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 'No
hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot through;
whether beast or man, he shall not live." When the ram's horn
sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain (NAS)."

There was great fear in the camp of the Israelites when they heard the command - and
this was not a suggestion - that no person or beast should approach the mountain while god was
meeting with Moses to give him the Law. Even their livestock would be put to death if it
approached the base of the mountain. This must have shocked al people, and confused not a
few.
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Was God being unnecessarily severe? Was He acting without compassion, after He had
compassionately delivered them from Egypt. The answer is“no.” God was being merciful. It
was asimple fact that His glory was so great that they would have been consumed by it if they
had come into His presence. His holinessis so great that all those who disobey Him must be
punished. Heis protecting them by commanding them not to approach the mountain.

12:21 - FULL OF FEAR. The people were not the only ones who were frightened. “And so
terrible was the sight, that Moses said, "I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling.” Moses
understood far better than the people what God was doing and how He would do it, yet this
experience was so awesome that he was filled with fear. The NKJV rendersit, “1 am
exceedingly afraid and trembling”.

Remember that we are not talking about Mount Zion - but (just) Sinai.

12:22 - BUT YOU. Hereisthe contrast: “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels..." What a sharp contrast to
verse 18! Thereis no comparison between Mount Sinai (the Old Covenant) and Mount Zion (the
New Covenant).

MOUNT ZION. Zionisone of the hills upon which Jerusalem is built. In the Epistle to the
Hebrewsit is used to symbolize “the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.” The old
covenant (the law) and the new covenant (grace, the gospel) are contrasted in this passage by
comparing Mount Sinai, where the law was given, with Mount Zion, which is called the “city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.” Mount Zion, a symbol of the gospel of grace, isa
spiritual city and an eternal city. Sinai Paul contrasts Mount Sinai (present Jerusalem ) with the
Jerusalem above (Heaven) in Galatians 4:21-31.

12:23 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND CHURCH. Thewriter continues, “to the general
assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all,
and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect...” “The general assembly and church are
Synonymous terms.

CHURCH OF THE FIRSTBORN. Thisterm may be better understood as the church of the
firstborn ones - that is, the first to be born again and come into the church. If thisiswhat is
meant by the term, it would refer to the New Testament believers who belong to the church (the
Body of Christ).

GOD, THE JUDGE OF ALL. God isthe Judge of “the Judge of all the earth” (Gen. 18:25).

"Those who contend with the LORD will be shattered; Against
them He will thunder in the heavens, The LORD will judge the

111



ends of the earth; And He will give strength to His king, And will
exalt the horn of Hisanointed" (1 Sam. 2:10, NAS).

God isarighteousjudge... (Ps. 7:11).

And He will judge the world in righteousness; He will execute
judgment for the peoples with equity” (Ps. 9:8).

Thereis only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save
and to destroy” (James 4:12a).

...According to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men
through Christ Jesus’ (Rom. 2:16).

Jesusis also Judge: “And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify
that thisisthe One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead” (Acts
10:42, NAS).

SPIRITSOF THE RIGHTEOUS MADE PERFECT. If the “firstborn ones’ are the New
Testament saints, then this would refer to the Old Testament saints. We can call the Old
Testaments saints because they were set apart by God, for God' s purpose. They were al “the
elect” of God by grace, through faith, and not of the Law or works.

12:24 - TO JESUS. JesusisLord; Heis Savior; He is Redeemer. Heisthe author and finisher
of our faith. When | was a youth in Sunday School, the name, “Jesus’ said it all. There was but
one Jesus to us - “Jesus’ the name above every name (Phi. 2:10f). But today, after awhole
generation has been subjected to commercials by the Mormon church, after decades of visits
from Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses, and after a quarter of a century of New Age religion, a
lot of people are confused about Who Jesusreally is. Anyone who isfamiliar with Scripture
should not be deceived by the New Age (Post Modern) Jesus, the Mormon Jesus, or the
Jehovah's Witness Jesus.

Even more disturbing to many, though possibly less dangerous, is the debased, depraved
Jesus of modern art and entertainment. For example, consider the opening paragraph of a
column written by John Leo under the heading :Anti-Christian Bigotry Raises Nary a Peep (The
Conservative Chronicle, Vol. 13, No. 24, June 17, 1998, p. 25):

Coming soon to Broadway or off-Broadway: a play about a
homosexual Jesus character named Joshua who has sex with his
disciplesand is crucified as “king of queers.” The play, not yet
finished, is Corpus Christi, by Terrence McNally, who has won
three Tony awards for his other work [LEO: 25].

Now look at one of the many things the Bible has to say about Jesus:
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so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those
who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father (Phil. 2:10-11, NAS).

MEDIATOR OF A NEW COVENANT. Jesusis“the mediator of a new covenant, and to
the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel” (NAS). “ For there is one God,
and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself asa
ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time” (1 Tim. 2:5-6, NAS). Strictly speaking, a
mediator is a person who stands between two other partiesin order to help establish an
agreement or relationship between them and, possibly to act as a guarantor of that relationship.
The Holman Bible Dictionary makes the point that:

all of the mediating activities of intercession, sacrificial atonement,
and covenant making and guaranteeing culminate in the New
Testament with Christ. He is the great Intercessor, praying for His
disciples while on earth and continuing to do so in heaven (John
17; Rom. 8:34). He is the supreme High Priest who enters once for
all into the sanctuary to make a sacrifice of Himself that brings
eternal redemption (Heb. 9:11-12). He isthe Mediator of a better
covenant which replaces the old one (Heb. 8:6; 9:15). By
remaining forever, He guarantees that the covenant He establishes
will forever endure since His priesthood never ends (Heb.
7:22-25). Astrue God and true Man, Christ stands between and
with both God and humankind and is the answer to Job's plea
[HBS: QV].

SPEAKSBETTER THAN THE BLOOD OF ABEL. Abel'sblood still speaks (11:4), but
it amounts to nothing compared to that of Jesus.

b. The believer is challenged to commit himself to God, 12:25-29.

12:25- DO NOT REFUSE HIM. With the contrast between Mount Sinai and mount Zion
in mind, we go on to an admonition that carries the full force of acommand and awarning: “ See
to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking.” The author is “driving home the whole point
of the Epistle by this powerful contrast between Mt. Zion and Mt. Sinai. The consequences are
dreadful to apostates now, for Zion has greater terrors than Sinai, great asthey were” [ATR: ].

DID NOT ESCAPE. “For if those (Isradlites in the wilderness) did not escape when they
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who
warns from heaven” (NAS). Once again, is the Scripture warning that those believers who are
not faithful to God in danger of losing their salvation? Does aborn-again Christian ever haveto
worry about going to hell. No. Any claim that thisis the case reveals alot more about the
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person making the claim than it does about God or His Word. In thefirst place, He has
repeatedly stated that, as Christ’s sacrifice was once-for-all, Justification is once-for-all. Itis
stated unequivocally both in direct statements and in the grammatical construction in the Greek
New Testament that we are justified once for al time, as the Aorist tense provesin Romans 5:1.
The participle points to the fact that we continue to receive benefits from it (from the time of
Justification).

How does that apply to the Hebrews in the wilderness? The had been delivered from
Egypt (agood metaphor for bondage, slavery, and death) so that they might be taken through the
wilderness (for their meeting with God at Sinai) to Canaan (the land flowing with milk and
honey) where God wanted them. Because they refused God's command to go in and possess
their possession, they were never permitted to enter into Canaan (God’ srest). God did not send
them back to Egypt for their disobedience, but they did have to live in the wilderness for forty
years, at least thirty-eight years longer than was necessary. For those who have been delivered
from spiritual death, but refuse to live in Canaan (in Christ, the spirit filled life), there is no place
for them but the wilderness (the flesh principle still dominates them). Thereisno joy in the
wildernesslife, on survival; no peace, only grumbling: no growth, only subsistence; no milk and
honey, only manna (which never satisfies). Refusing to obey the Lord and follow Him produces
some devastating consequences - now as then.
12:26 - HISVOICE SHOOK THE EARTH. “And His voice shook the earth then, but
now He has promised, saying, "YET ONCE MORE | WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH,
BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN” (Capsin NAS). Hisvoice shook the earth in the wildernessin
connection with the giving of the Law. “Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because
the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the
whole mountain quaked greatly” (ex. 19:18, NKJV).

The first shaking of the earth which is mentioned was at Sinai in
connection with the giving of the Law (cf. Ex. 19:18). Another
shaking, which will be attended by atotal physical upheaval, will
be at the return of Christ [BSB: QV].

12:27 - YET ONCE MORE. God shook the earth once before (in the wilderness) and He
will shakeit “yet once more.” “Thisexpression, ‘Y et once more,” denotes the removing of
those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be
shaken may remain.” The reference here isto Heaven and to the second and final shaking at the
Second Coming of Christ for judgment (9:28).

The temporal, or transitory nature of the world and the things that make it up are stressed
in this passage (See also, | Cor. 7:31; | John 2:17.) Moffatt observesthat "Thereisdivine
purpose in cosmic catastrophe’ [MOFFATT: ].

12:28 - A KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE SHAKEN. “Therefore, since wereceivea
kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an
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acceptable service with reverence and awe...” (NAS). There will be a day when this earth and all
that ison it will pass away and anew age will begin. In that day everything that can be shaken
will be uprooted and destroyed. The only things that will remain are the things that cannot be
moved or shaken. This pointsdirectly to our relationship with God and our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

Imagine what it would be like to live on a major fault where earthquakes were constantly
destroying homes and business, killing many people and forcing the rest to flee from their homes
and their towns. In CB (Citizen's Band radio) terminology, Californiais called “the shaky side”
because of the history of earthquakes and because of major faults where major earthquakes may
be expected at any time. Because of that, new buildings, bridges, and overpasses must now be
built to withstand all but the most severe quakes. In Heaven there will be no more earthquakes -
and there will never be a catastrophe of any kind that will cause anxiety or insecurity.

12:29 - FOR OUR GOD ISA CONSUMING FIRE. | well remember thefirst time | was
asign on Interstate 20 as | drove into Texas on atrip to Dallas and Fort Worth. The sign read,
Don't Mess With Texas.” That sign was rather ominous. It seemed that they meant business.
The sign, as most people are aware, warns that littering in Texas would carry a stiff fine.

Thisverse isfar more ominous - “our God is aconsuming fire!” Heisaloving, merciful
God, as He has proclaimed:

And He said, "l Myself will make all My goodness pass before
you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and |
will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will show
compassion on whom | will show compassion (Ex 33:19. NAS)."

We must not, however, forget that our God is a consuming fire.

And to the eyes of the sons of Israel the appearance of the glory of
the LORD was like a consuming fire on the mountain top (Ex.
24:17).

For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, ajealous God (Deut.
4:24).

Behold, the name of the LORD comes from a remote place;
Burning is His anger and dense is His smoke; His lips are filled
with indignation And Histongueislike a consuming fire (Is.
30:27).
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Gratitude to God for His salvation and fro all His blessings leads to service with
reverence and awe. Heisat once amerciful God and a"consuming fire..." This verse should be
coupled with 10:31.

C. Commitment to Christ Carries Social obligations (13:1-6).

1. We must love the brethren, 13:1.

13:1-LET LOVE OF THE BRETHREN CONTINUE. Thisbrief verseisthe perfect
introduction to the final chapter in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Thisisthe guiding principle for
all social relationships.

This passage contains a number of concluding exhortations that
will promote both holiness and fellowship in the community of
faith. The emphasis on the very practical reminds us that we must
always put feet to our faith BSB: QV].

Jesus, though superior to the prophets, angels, earthly priests and the Law, did not come
to destroy the Law, as He emphasizes in Matthew 5:18 (NKJV): “For assuredly, | say to you, till
heaven and earth pass away, one jot or onetittle will by no means pass from the law till all is
fulfilled.” This chapter reminds the reader to keep focused. Focusing our eyes on Jesus as the
object of our devotion does not mean that we take our eyes off His commandments.

This passage in the final chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews holds the high standards of
the Sermon on the Mount before us. Here we are urged to honor the Second Great
Commandment, and the last six of the Ten Commandments. The passage also bringsit all
together with the Golden Rule. If you do not love your fellow believers, you are not going to
love your neighbor (who may not be a believer). If you do not love fellow believers you do not
really love God. John expressesit clearly:

We love, because Hefirst loved us. If someone says, "I love God,"
and hates his brother, heisaliar; for the one who does not love his
brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who
loves God should love his brother also (! John 4:19-21, NAS).

2. We must not neglect strangers, 13:2.
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13:2-HOSPITALITY TO STRANGERS. “Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it (NAS).” Hospitality to
strangers was not a new emphasis for these Hebrew readers. They were well aware of the
Levitical Law.

Y ou shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were
strangersin the land of Egypt (Ex. 22:21).

Nor shall you glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather the fallen
fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the needy and for
the stranger. | am the LORD your God (Lev. 19:10).

When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not do
him wrong. The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as
the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you
were aliensin the land of Egypt; | am the LORD your God (Lev.
19:33-34).

ANGELS. Theword "angel" in the Bible usually refers to superhuman beings. There were
times when Old Testament personalities entertained without knowing it (“unaware,” KJV).
Abraham, is perhaps the best known example ( Gen. 18:1-8), but Lot (Gen. 19) aso “unwittingly
entertained angels' (NKJV). While the passage is not suggesting that we may expect the next
knock at the door to bring angels into our presence. Whileit is not suggested that every time we
see a stranger we should wonder if heis an angel, we should treat every stranger asif he were an
angel sent to us by the Lord.

The Greek word trandlated “angel” (aggelos) means “a messenger,” and may refer either
to a supernatural being or a human messenger, (asin the case of the addressee in each of the
letters to the seven churchesin Revelation). An example of one entertaining human beings as
messengers from God, James (in 2:25) sites Rahab.

Angels have become very popular in recent years, as attested by the popularity of the use
of angelsin art and entertainment, and even in various New Age movements. One of the most
popular television shows in recent years, and one of the cleanest, is Touched By an Angel,
starring New Age guru, Della Reese. The angels portrayed in this show are often consistent with
New Age angels (spirit guides) than Scriptural angels.

Angels are supernatural heavenly beings, created by God for His service and used by him
for his purpose. While they are very real, we do not need to focus our attention on angels, but on
the indwelling Holy Spirit. Thereisno guesswork where the Holy Spirit is concerned. When
we receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, Who will never
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leave us, but empower us, guide us, direct us, comfort us, and illuminate our hearts that we might
understand the Word of God.

3. We must remember those in prison, 13:3.

13:3- REMEMBER THE PRISONERS. This admonition should remind us of the Golden
Rule: “Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who areill-treated,
since you yourselves a'so arein the body.” That is about as close to the golden Rule as it gets.
Treat others as you would wish to be treated.

Julian Hardy owns the Hardy Daylily Garden in Demopolis, Alabama. | have spoken
with him a number of times and communicated with him by mail. | called to thank him for the
quality of the bulbs | ordered from him and again for writing along hand written letter months
later to inquire asto whether or not | was pleased with the flowers. Mr. and Mrs. Hardy are
active members of alocal Methodist Church and he is very involved with the Gideons. |
commented on the fact that he conducts his business as a Christian should. He said, “Dr.
Sanders, | try to treat everyone else the way | would want to be treated.” Then he went on to tell
me he had ordered a specia daylily and paid $120.00 for it. When it arrived there was only one
blade and a bit of abulb about the size of asmall onion. | had received a bonus daylily from that
was so big that | divided it before | put it out.

| have never been a prisoner, but having spent many hours with prisonersin jailsand in
penitentiaries, | can truthfully say that | have visited with some prisoners | enjoyed being with
more than alot of people on the outside. Some of them | would trust more, too. There were,
however, many who well deserved the name “con.” They were not only criminals, they were
con men, and they tried to con me. | found that | wanted to help those | thought were sincere,
but at the same time | was skeptical about some speech or attitude caused me to doubt their

integrity.

| have helped people who might well have been deceiving me, and | might do it again. It
would be far better to help someone who does mot deserve it than to refuse to help someone who
really needsit. Like most everyone else, my ego rebels against being deceived or conned, but |
must remember the principle set forth in this verse.

My car failed to start once while | was working for the Quitman County (MS) ASCS
office near north of Marks, Mississippi. Cars of that vintage seemed to cause more automotive
problems than they do today, and it was not unusual to see someone on the side of the road with
the hood up. Most of us stopped and offered to help. Why, | do not know, but as soon as the
problem was solved the driver would ask his good Samaritan, “What do | oweyou?’ | rally
think some of them did that because they were uncomfortable expressing appreciation. Plus, if
the new friend had just driven into town to have to get a part or have flat fixed, he felt obligated
to pay for hisgas and for histime. The helper might be a farmer who really needed to bein his
field, but he had stopped to help.
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The usual response to that question was, “Y ou don’t owe me anything, but if you ever see
me on the side of the read some day you can stop and help me.” | don’t know why | asked the
standard question, but | did, and felt alittle uncomfortable with it. This man replied, “You don’t
owe me anything, but if you se someone else stopped on the side of the road with car trouble,
you can stop and help him.” Hedid not say, “If you seeme....” Hesaid, “If you see someone
else..” | likethat, and that is a healthy spiritual attitude.

Christians are to “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep” (Rom.
12:15). It has been well said that many Christians are much more adept at weeping with those
who weep than they are at rejoicing with those who rejoice. In Jesus, we must do both.

4. Marriage must be held in honor, 13:4.

13:4- MARRIAGE ISTO BE HELD IN HONOR. We need to shout it from the hose
top: “Marriageisto be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for
fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” The deeper we move into the post-Christian erain
America, the more we need to preach this message. We must teach it in the local churches and
stressit in Christian homes.

Marriage has taken a beating and the family has been devastated by the moral relativism
of the post-Christian culturein America. The soaring divorce rate does not give an accurate
picture of the moral abyssinto which our society has sunk. So many couples do not even bother
to get married that it isamajor challenge to get alarge segment of our society to understand why
we should be alarmed. Infidelity, divorce, single parents hosting overnight boy or girl friends
with children in the home, and a man and his children moving in with awoman and her children
have been enough to cause amorally depraved generation to lose its moral compass. With this
background in mind Southern Baptists, in their annual meeting in Salt Lake City in 1998
amended the Baptist Faith and M essage Statement to include the following article on the family.

Baptist Faith and Message Article XVIII. The Family

God has ordained the family as the Foundational Institution of human society. Itis
composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a
lifetime. Itisgod’sunique gift to provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework
for intimate companionship, the channel for sexual expression according to biblical standards,
and the means for procreation of the human race.

The husband are of equal worth before God. Both bear God’simage but each in different
ways. The marriage relationship models the way god relates to His people. A husband isto love
hiswife as Christ loved the church. He has the god-given responsibility to provide for, to
protect, and to lead hisfamily. A wifeisto submit graciously to the servant |eadership of her
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husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image
of God” asis her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her
husband and to serve as his “helper” in managing their household and nurturing the next
generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord.
Parents are to demonstrate to their children god’ s pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their
children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and
loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their
parents.

Gen. 1:26-28; 2:18-25; 3:1-20; Ex. 20:12; Deut. 6:4-9; Josh. 4:15; 1 Sam. 1:26-28; Ps. 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16;

Prov. 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6, 15; 23:13-14; 24.3; 29:15, 17; 31:10-31; Eccl. 4:9-
12; 9:9; Mal. 2:14-16; Matt. 5:31-31; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Cor. 7:1-16; Eph. 5:21-33; 6:1-
4; Col. 3:18-21; 1 Tim. 5:14; 2 Tim. 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Heb. 13:4; 1 Pet. 3:1-7.

The liberal mediawent ballistic when the news of this action was taken by Southern
Baptists. Without a doubt, many sincere Questions were made to question the action for the
simple reason that alot of people in Americans have trusted news reports they see on televisions.

Radical feminists organizations like the National Organization for Women (NOW) - Rush
Limbaugh callsit the National Organization for Gals (NAG) - militantly opposed such a
statement. The sad part of thisisthat alot of church memberswill reject the clear teachings of
the Word of God.

Clinton White House moved quickly to counter a statement made by Mississippi Senator
Trent Lott and supported by House Mgjority Leader, Dick Armey on June 16, 1998. When
asked if Homosexuality isasin, Senator Lott answered yesitis.

Michael McCurry, the president’ s press secretary called Lott “backward” in hisviews
and suggested that his views were backward. Lott and Armey cited Bible verses to support their
position. McCurry “appeared to rely on avote by the American Psychiatric Association, as well
as his boss' s view that the subject is no longer a matter of conscience, but for science”
(Washington Times, June 22-28, 1998, p.1).

“The Bibleisvery clear on this” Mr Armey replied to reporters questioning him about
Mr. Lott’sremarks. He pulled a piece of paper from his pocket on which he had written severa
Scripture references, 1 Corinthians 6:0-11, and verses 18 and 20. ‘| do abide by the Bible”
(Washington Times, June 22-28, 1998, p. 23).

But why bring homosexuality in to the discussion of the family? For one thing there are
alot of peoplein Americawho want to see the government recognize homosexual unions as
legal marriages. Some churches have even performed marriages for homosexuals. Isthisright
or wrong? If you say it iswrong, how do you know it wrong? What is your authority? The
Bible must be the authority for al decisions by Christians.

120



The Bible is our authority on the family and relationshipsin the family. According to the
Bible, marriage isto be held in honor. Thereisan old saying. The family that prays together
stays together.” We might also add that the family that substitutes play for pray might expect to

fray.
5. Believers must guard they testimony, 13:5-6.

13:5- LOVE OF MONEY. Consistent with amajor theme of Scripture, the author says,
“Make sure that your character isfree from the love of money...” Thebasic principleisfoundin
the Ten Commandments: "Y ou shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your
neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that
belongs to your neighbor” (Ex. 20:17, NAS).

For the love of money isaroot of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs.(1 Tim. 6:10, NAS, emphasis added).

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the
other. Y e cannot serve God and mammon (Matt. 6:24, NAS).

The Bible teaches that the love of money isthe root of all sort of evil. It does not say
that money isthe root of evil. There are some very poor people with a greater hang-up about
money that some wealthy people. Addiction to gambling among those on the lower rungs of the
socioeconomic ladder bear this out.

BEING CONTENT WITH WHAT YOU HAVE. In New Testament times there were two
classes of people, the very rich and the very poor. There was no middle class. The middle class
isamodern day development, thanks in part to capitalism. You did not seeit in feudalism and
you will not seeit in Communism.

There was another classin New Testament times - the slave class. There are millions of
peoplein slavery in various places in the world today. Y et, we are emotionally focused on
slavery that existed in America a century and a half ago. If we are concerned about the existence
of davery, we would be crusading for the freedom of millions of children who are being forced
into slave labor in Asiaand Southeast Asiatoday.

Now, doe this Scripture say that if you were a slave you should not desire to be free?
Doesit teach that if you are in poverty you should not try to escape your circumstances? No,
what it teaches is that when you determine that you cannot change your circumstances at any
particular time, you should try to be content rather than panic. If there is something you can do,
you may do it, but if there is nothing you can do, just settle down and be faithful to the Lord and
take advantages of he opportunities He provides for you.
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Paul applied this principlesin hislife aswell as anyone ever has. He wrote to the
Philippians, “Not that | speak from want, for | have learned to be content in whatever
circumstances | am” (Phil. 4:11). Against charges by some very ;pious Jews, he wrote to the
Corinthians:

Are they servants of Christ?--1 speak asif insane--1 more so; in far
more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without
number, often in danger of death. Fivetimes| received from the
Jews thirty-nine lashes. Three times | was beaten with rods, once |
was stoned, three times | was shipwrecked, a night and aday |
have spent in the deep. | have been on frequent journeys, in
dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my
countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangersin the city,
dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false
brethren; | have been in labor and hardship, through many
slegpless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold
and exposure. Apart from such external things, there isthe daily
pressure on me of concern for al the churches (2 Cor. 11:23-28).

| WILL NEVER...FORSAKE YOU. Jesus“Himself hassaid, "l WILL NEVER DESERT
YOU, NORWILL | EVER FORSAKE YOU." When Jesus gave His disciples the Great
Commission He promised, “lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Mat. 28:20b).

13:6-1 WILL NOT BE AFRAID. We should be faithful to Jesus Christ “so that we
confidently say, "THE LORD ISMY HELPER, | WILL NOT BE AFRAID OF WHAT WILL
MAN DO TO ME?" What apromisethisis! Fear isamajor problem for millions, and a
genuine concern for all intelligent people: Fear of enemies, fear of weather, fear of death, fear of
an inadequate retirement, fear of the loss of a spouse or child, fear of thelossof ajob. Thereis
fear everywhere, some many people can manage, but some need help. All need some help at
times.

Faith in Jesus Christ is the key to victory of fear of what may happen to usin thisworld.
Having been near death twice in my life, | can testify to the fact that when Jesus has promised to
take care of us we do not have to worry about what may happen to us. Thefirst time, | nearly
drowned in amill pond when | was about seven years old. | had been warned that the bottom
slopped gradually to “drop-off” where the water was eighteen feet deep. | dipped off into deep
water because | did not heed the warning. In fact, | was exploring the bottom in an effort to try
to satisfy my curiosity as to what they meant by a* drop-off” when | suddenly found myself in
deep water. | had not learned to swim at the time, but | managed to get my head above the
surface several timesto get my breath, but by the time | was spotted, | was told that the last time
only the top of my head cleared the surface. My father saved me, and others came to offer
assistance, but | really did not understand their anxiety because | did not know | was about to
drown.
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In 1996 | had a serious heart attack. | am convinced that the Lord controlled all the
circumstances so as to have me on the table in the emergency room with all the EKG
paraphernalia
in place when | had the heart attack. If | had not been there at that time there is a good
possibility that | would not have made it.

| believe God spared my life when | was a child, but | never thanked Him for it then. As
amatter of fact, | did not even thank my father because | did not realize that | was about to
drown. But | have certainly thanked God for seeing me through the latter experience. | had
absolutely no fear in intensive care while they were trying to decide what to do for me. | wasin
His hands. | may not be able to prove it to anyone else’ s satisfaction, but His presence was
abundantly clear to me. After going through something like that, | can hardly believe that |
would let “little things’ bother me. After all, He has promised that He will never forsake us.

D. TheAuthor Makesa Final Appeal to Be Loyal to Jesus Christ (13:7-19).

1. Follow good examples 13:7.

13:7- REMEMBER THOSE WHO LED YOU. They were urged to remember those who
had preached the Gospel to them and those who had taught them the Word of God. It isaways
good to remember those who led us to Jesus Christ and then discipled usin the faith.

WHO SPOKE THE WORD OF GOD TO YOU. Why are we to remember them? It is
not to glorify them, but for afar more practical reason - that we might remember the lessons we
learned from them, especially if we are convinced that they taught us sound doctrine.

| was surprised by a phone call from Andrea a one Saturday morning. | had been her
pastor at Forest, Louisiana a number of years ago. Andrea told me she had been reading a book
when she was reminded of a sermon series | had preached when | was her pastor, possibly fifteen
years earlier. Inthat series| dealt with the Exodus in which God miraculously delivered the
children of Israel from Egyptian bondage in order to lead them into Canaan, the Land of
Promise. Because of unfaithfulness they were forced to wonder in the wilderness until that
generation had died off, and then He used Joshuato lead them across the Jordan River, again
miraculously, to possess their possessions. My major focus was the contrast between living in
the wilderness and living in the Promised Land. With that background. 1 tried to contrast the
difference between living in the spirit and living in the flesh.
Andrea had faced a number of trials, including the death of here husband. She had aso
experienced some great blessingsin the Lord. She had called to tell me that throughout the years
that sermon series had been a source of comfort and assurance to her. | could only take her word
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for what the sermons had meant to her, but one thing | know for sure - she certainly made my
day and provided alot of motivation as| finished preparations for sermons the next day.

Not long after that a man whom | had baptized around 1968 called me about funeral
plansfor arelative. While we were talking he said, | want to tell you something. Before | left
home you preached a sermon about hinds' feet, do you remember that. | assured him that | did
and quoted the Scripture, “He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth me upon my high
places’ (Ps. 18:33). | told him that | also remembered using one of C. Roy Angell’s stories |
used for an illustration. My friend told me that he had gone through some major trials, but
through them all he look back to that sermon for inspiration.

| assured him that | appreciated his sharing that with me. One reason isthat it affirms my
commitment to peach expository sermons. | am not offended when someone says, “he’s agood
teacher,” even though some of them may not intend it as a compliment. They think you either
preach or teach, but you cannot do both.

CONSIDERING THE RESULT OF THEIR CONDUCT. My good friend, evangelist
Bobby Ready told me that immediately after the news broke about televangelist Jimmy
Swaggart’s moral fall, he stopped at a service station in another state. As he talked with the
attendant, the man asked him what he did and when he told him he was an evangelist the man
asked where he was from. Bobby commented later, when you tell people are an evangelist from
Baton Rouge, you don’t know what to expect.

| have often heard people make jokes about preachersin general after the fall of a
minister like Swaggart or Jim Bakker PTL fame. | have made it a point to tell them that | know,
or know of hundreds of preachers, and with afew rare exceptions, they are men of exemplary
character. But their example is often lost in the shuffle when word gets out about one who did
not pay hishills.

The conduct of ministersis of utmost importance. Paul was always conscious of his
image, his example, hisimage as aminister. He wrote to his young son-in-the-ministry,
Timothy, “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believersin word, in conduct,
inlove, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12, NKJV).

IMITATE THEIR FAITH. We cannot over emphasi ze the importance of a good example.
But, should we not follow the example of Jesus alone? Are we in danger of placing too much
importance on another person? How do we determine what is a healthy relationship with mature
Christians? Paul was conscious of the fact that others were watching him, and he did not shrink
from that awesome responsibility. He wrote, “For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us:
for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you” (2 Thes. 3:7).

2. We serve an immutable Savior, 13:8.
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13:8 - JESUSCHRIST ISTHE SAME YESTERDAY AND TODAY AND
FOREVER.
Heisimmutable! He never changes.

Following my junior year in high school, agodly English teacher took three of her
students with her to Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, near Ashville, North Carolina. It wastruly a
mountain top experience for me, from beginning to end. | had been licensed to the Gospel
ministry and had been invited to preach in a number of churches and missions in northwest
Mississippi, and | was looking for help. In the book store as | browsed through books, | found a
book of sermon outlines by Dwight L. Moody which had been marked down enough that | could
affordit, so | bought it. | had heard alot of sermons but knew next to nothing about outline one
myself. As| thumbed through the book | found a sermon outline under thetitle, “Why Should |
Cling to An Old Fashioned Christ?’ | adapted that outline and wrote a sermon which | preached
anumber of times (trying to get it right!), especially when | preached in ayouth revival to a
youth group.

Our society, | had observed, was always ready to lay the old aside in favor of the new. |
even observed that the automobile owners who kept saying, “They don’'t make ‘em like they
used to,” kept trading ‘em for anew model. Television commercials continually bombard us
with terms like, “Newer, bigger, better.” We have seen alot of improvementsin electronicsin
general, and in communication systems, sound systems televisions, power tools, home
appliances, and satellite antenna systems. But nothing illustrates this better than computers. We
are not thinking of annual improvements, but innovations and technology serve up monthly
“upgrades.” Thereisatemptation to trade in an old computer every time a friend buys one with
abigger hard drive and a little more speed. It is down-right embarrassing when someone asks
what sized hard drive you have and you cannot answer in “gigs.” The newer is supposed to be
more up to date, bigger, better, faster.

We thank our God that Jesusis never out of date. Heisnever old fashioned. Our Savior
isimmutable. Immutability, isone of the key attributes of God the Fathers, is just as applicable
to Jesus Christ. Heisthe changeless God of eternity. God says, “For | am the LORD, | do not
change...” (Mal. 3:6). Jameswrote, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift isfrom
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting
shadow” (James 1:17).

Here the Scripture declares, “ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Why does the Scripture say yesterday, today, and forever rather than simply stating that He
never changes?
Very likely, it isto focus on three aspects of His ministry. “Y esterday” may either refer to the
pre-incarnate Christ, or to His life and ministry on earth (2:9; 5:7-8). “Today” would point to
His ministry as our high priest in heaven (4:15-16). “Forever” looks ahead either to the Second
Coming or to the consummate our salvation (7:25; 9:28).
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3. Guard against strange teachings, 13:9-16.
a. Do not be carried away by false doctrines, 13:9a.

13:9A - STRANGE DOCTRINES. Thisisgood advice for any believer in any age: “Do not
be carried about with various and strange doctrines.” Christianity is not about feelings, or “what
| feel in my heart,” or some “word of knowledge” someone elsetells you about. Christianity is
not areligion, it isarelationship. Thereligions of the world are concerned with certain basics:
how to find some god, how to avoid hiswrath, how to get his blessings. They look for the
mysteries, the religious system whereby they can conciliate (appease) their god to avoid his
wrath, or to offer him sacrifices to please him that he might grant some wish.

Christianity is arelationship based upon the divine revelation of God’ s redemptive love,
expressed in His giving His only begotten Son to die for our sins. We do not seek Him, He seeks
us. We do not find Him, He finds us. We do not figure Him our, He reveals His will and
purpose to us through His Word. We do not have to wonder and pray about the primary, or
ultimate will of God - He has revealed that to usin HisWord. Thisin no way discourages prayer
for guidance or dependence upon the Holy Spirit power, wisdom, or direction. But we do not
have to pray about whether or not God wants us to be saved, He tells us that in His Word. We
do not have to pray about whether or not He loves us, or wants us to love Him, He has told us
that in His Word. We do not have to pray about whether or not He wants us to witness for Him,
He has made that clear in His Word. We do not have to pray about whether or not we should
study His Word, He had told usto do so. We do, however, have to pray that He will give us
wisdom to understand His Word, and guidance that we might know how to witness to each
person. We must pray that He will help us to take advantage of our opportunities to witness. We
also pray, asking for our daily bread, and asking Him to deliver us from temptation. We aretold
that we must pray for one another. The ultimate in prayer, however, is prayer just to have
fellowship with our Heavenly Father.

What has this to do with sound doctrine? Everything mentioned about prayer isfound in
God’'s Word, and every thing in the paragraph above is sound doctrine! The word “ doctrine”
seems to disturb some people, as though they are in danger of getting in over their head.
Theology isthe study of God. Doctrines are the teachings of God. Sound doctrineis God's
truth, as set forth in His Word. We must avoid extra-biblical revelations, and we must be careful
of simply adopting someone else’ s doctrines as our own. Stay with the Scripture.

| once attended a meeting in which the speaker, whom | knew from Mississippi College,
us a piece of paper with squareson it. He then asked, how many squares to you see? Some saw
four, others eight, others sixteen, and afew of us saw more. He then said, “No matter how many
you said, you areright! | did not ask how many sgquares there are, | asked how many squares
you see.” | likethat and | have used it form time to time. But thereis a problem with that if we
apply it to the study of God's Word. There are home Bible study groups in which members of
the group will read a passage and the leader will ask, “Now what does that mean to you?’ After
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that person “shares’ (agood church word) with the group, the same question will be asked of
each other member.

Sounds great, does it not? It does not! Each passage of Scripture has just one meaning.
We must determine the context and prayerfully search for the meaning. We should seek help by
studying the verse, or verses, in various trans ations, reading commentaries, Bible dictionaries,
or Bible handbooks. We must avoid taking a passage out of context. No versein the Bible will
contradict the context in which we find it, and it will not contradict any other doctrine in the
Bible. Our greatest help in interpreting Scripture will come from the Scripture itself and from
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the divine Author, Who inspired the writing of every word.
He is the One Who had supernaturally preserved the Scripture throughout the ages, and he isthe
One Who illuminates the heart of the believer so that he might understand the Scripture. If,
however, you begin to feel that you are being given extra-biblical interpretations and revelations
about doctrines, you may be getting help from an alien source. That is not the way the Holy
Spirit works. How do we know that? The Bible tells us so!

Thereisjust one meaning in each passage of Scripture, but there may be as many
applications as there are people studying it. The best question to ask when we approach a
passage is not, what do you “see,” but what is there - what does it say? The study of the great
teachings of the Scripture, when done systematically, is called systematic theology. We may
think of it simply as the study of biblical doctrines.

That which holds the church together is sound doctrine - ultimate truth. 1f asked what
promotes unity in the local church, many will say that we must love one another. That is
imperative and it is the Second Great Commandment, but what maintains unity in the churchis
sound doctrine. Are we saying that doctrine is more important that love? No, what | am saying
isthat love for one another is one of the basic doctrines of the Christian faith.

Among the basic Bible doctrines are:

The Doctrine of God.

The Doctrine of Jesus Christ.

The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit.

The Doctrine of Scripture.

The Doctrine of Man.

The Doctrine of Sin.

The Doctrine of Justification (Salvation, Redemption).
The Doctrine of Sanctification.

The Doctrine of Eschatology (last things).

OCoNooagrwWNE

V arious denominations have distinctive interpretations of Scripture. Baptists are more
literal than many, holding to no creed but the Scripture. Baptists, like the Presbyterians, believe
that Justification is by grace and grace alone. Most denominations involve works at some point,
either as ameans of salvation or in order to maintain their salvation. That is grace plus works
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(rejected in Romans 11:6). Works as a means of salvation istotally rejected (Ephesians 2:9). By
grace we are saved, and by grace we are “...kept by the power of God through faith for salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5).

Baptists, and many other denominations baptize by immersion, whereas many others
practice another mode of baptism. How do we know what isright? Do we listen to their
explanations as to when and why they opted for sprinkling? Or, do we simply look to the
Scripture and see that the New Testament mode of baptism was immersion and that the word
used for baptism means to take beneath the surface and bring forth again and stay with the New
Testament example and teaching? The New Testament is clear, so what we must do should also
be clear. That issound doctrine.

With the increasing influence of various“ Christian” cults like Mormonism and the
Jehovah's Witnesses, and with the increasing influence of New Age mysticism, Islam,
Humanism, Evolution, and extremism in our society, we must make a commitment to sound
doctrine.

b. Be strengthened by grace, not ritual, 9b.

13:9B - STRENGTHENED BY GRACE. “For itisgood that the heart be established by
grace...” TheNKJV has, “For it isgood for the heart to be strengthened by grace...” We are
saved by grace, and we are strengthened by grace. Itisall of grace, not ritual, not works, and not
the Law.

Christians need to be taught this great doctrine from the Bible from the time they are childrenin
Sunday School. Itisalot easier to teach false doctrine than sound doctrine here because it is
more easily assimilated with human reason. False doctrine sounds perfectly reasonable to fallen
man (with emphasis on “fallen”). Let us remember that human thinking and logic were effected
by the Fall. It makes perfect sense to alost person, or even to a Christian who does not know
sound doctrine to say “anything worth having is worth working for,” or “you have to work for
what you get.” Fallen man likesto think in terms of getting what you deserve - they thing they
deserve something for their good works, and they think evil (spell that “other”) people desert to
pay for their sins.

The Bible teaches that Justification is by grace through faith, and Sanctification is by
grace through faith. No oneis saved by grace and then sanctified through works or grace plus
works. Even those who believe we are saved by grace aone often blend works in with grace
when it comes to Sanctification. The children of Israel were led out of Egypt by the mighty hand
of God. They could not deliver themselves. God sustained them in the wilderness by grace.
They could produce neither food nor water - God provided everything. When they moved form
the wilderness to Canaan, it was by the mighty hand of God. He who parted the waters of the
Red Sea parted the waters of the Jordan River. They could not do that.
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Y ou could not save yourself and you cannot sanctify yourself. Itisall of God - by His
grace. He must receive al of the credit. He leaves nothing of which any human being can boast.
The only things of which any Christian can ever boast are the things God does for him. We are
save by grace, through faith, not works (Eph. 2:8-9). Paul expressesit like this:

knowing that aman is not justified by the works of the law but by
faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that
we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of
the law; or by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified (Gal.
2:16, NAS, emphasis added).

Furthermore, once you are saved, you live by faith (By grace through faith, which God
provides). Paul wasinspired to write thisin the introduction to the Epistle to the Romans: “ For
init (the Gospel) righteousness of God isrevealed from faith to faith; asit iswritten, ‘ The just
shall live by faith" Rom. 1:17). Paul is clear in his response to the Judaizers, who hounded the
missionary’ s steps preaching afalse doctrine, namely that grace was necessary but insufficient to
please God. The missionary Apostle wrote: “Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are
you now being made perfect by the flesh?’ (Gal. 3:3).

Doctrinal integrity is urged upon the Hebrews. Especially isthis
important in terms of the essence of Christianity. "The heart be
established by grace, not with foods' apparently refersto the feasts
of Judaism (the author possibly had the Passover in mind). Rather
than justification by ritual, oneisto find justification through the
grace of God (cf. Rom. 3:24). This thought continuesin v. 10 with
the emphasis upon an altar to which the Hebrew Christians have
access. Thisaltar is obviously the sacrifice of Jesus. Those who
continue the ritualistic service of the tabernacle have no right to eat
of or to assimilate the significance of the sacrifice of the eternal
paschal Lamb [RSB: QV].

c. Christians have an altar and the non-Christian has no right to partake of the
Christian altar, 13:10-13.

13:10- WE HAVE AN ALTAR. In 13:11-12 the author gives us an illustration. Christians
(under the Second Covenant) “have and altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no
right to eat.” The meaning isthat those who “still want to be under the law cannot enjoy the
benefits of our altar--the cross and al it standsfor” [RSB: QV].

13:11 -BURNED OUTSIDE THE CAMP. “For the bodies of those animals whose blood is
brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the
camp.” The NRSV rendersit, “For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the
sanctuary by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp.” The NKJV has
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“for sin,” with no mention of the sin offering. It may help to note that the words “as an offering”
areitalicized in the NAS, shoeing that they do not appear in the original.

We have already seen how the high priest killed these animals and caught their blood for
use on the Day of Atonement. No mention was made there of what happened to the carcasses of
those slain animals. Here we are reminded that the carcasses of sin-offering animals were
burned outside the camp. Weread in Leviticus: “Then heisto bring out the bull to a place
outside the camp and burn it as he burned the first bull; it isthe sin offering for the assembly”
(Lev. 4:21).

13:12 - THEREFORE JESUS AL SO. The contrast/comparison continues between Jesus, out
eternal High Priest and the earthly high priest. “Therefore,” he says, “ Jesus, that He might
sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate.” We read in John 19:17,
“They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to the place called the
Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha” (NAS). While no attention is called to it
in the Gospels, this rater shows us that Jesus is our sin offering.

13:13-LET USGO OUT TO HIM. “So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing
Hisreproach.” Thisis something the Jewish reader would have identified with better than the
modern day Christian (possibly even the modern Jewish believer). What this epistle is exhorting
Christians (initially Jewish converts) to do was to go outside the camp - that is, to leave all
rituals and join themselves to Jesus Christ.

d. We have an eternd city, 13:14.

13:14 - NO CONTINUING CITY. Again, the early Jewish reader would follow the logic:
“For here we do not have alasting city, but we are seeking the city which isto come.” We do

not look to Jerusalem as a symbol of the presence of the Lord with us. We have the indwelling
spirit of the living God within us. The city to which we look is the eternal city, new Jerusalem.

e. Thereisaway to guard against strange teachings, 13:15-16.

13:15- A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE TO GOD. Thewriter exhorts us “ Through Him then,
let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lipsthat give thanksto
Hisname.” We do not go to an earthly temple, atemple made with hands offer sacrificesto
God. Our sacrifices are those of love, service, and praise (“ the fruit of lipsthat give thanksto
Hisname”). Once again, the Apostle Paul is a good example:

But | have received everything in full and have an abundance; |
am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you
have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing
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to God. And my God will supply al your needs according to His
richesin glory in Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father be the
glory forever and ever. Amen (emphasis added).

13:16 - DOING GOOD, AND SHARING. In the previous verse we have seen that praiseis
one of the sacrifices of the Christian. Here we find two more examples of Christian sacrifices:
“And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” We are
not saved by good works but we are saved unto good works (Eph. 2:10).

4. Support to your leaders, 13:17.

13:17 - OBEY YOUR LEADERS. That iswhat the Scripture says! A lot of membersin the
church today may not like it, but hereit is: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep
watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with
grief, for thiswould be unprofitable for you” (NAS). The NKJV is even stronger: “Obey those
who rule over you, and be submissive.”

In the first place this certainly points to the pastor and other ministers, and it may well
point to other leaders who are elected by the church and given specific responsibilities. But
think first about the pastor. Heis called to preach the Word of God in the power of the Holy
Spirit, and preach it without compromise. When he preaches the Gospel without compromising
sound doctrine, members of the church are not only expected, but commanded to obey. The
Scripture definitely teaches pastoral authority, but his authority isin the Word and in the Spirit.
Beyond that, he will be wise to limit his authority or the areas agreed upon when heiscalled to
be pastor of the church, or that which isfound in his job description or in the church constitution.

Paul and other apostles had apostolic authority wherever they were. Paul threatened to
deal with the situation in Corinth when he arrived, if they did not deal with it before then. Asfar
as we are informed, apostolic authority ended with the apostolic age. Pastoral authority, or even
denominational authority with some denominations, is usualy determined by the church or that
denomination today.

In a Baptist church the pastor does not simply stand and announce that he is going to
purchase new carpet and it is going to be red, with gold stripes. If, however, the church has
adopted a budget that alows him to order new letterheads, office supplies, or Vacation Bible
School supplies, then there should be no problem when he does so.

When it comes to the pulpit, every pastor knows that only the Holy Spirit should control
what he preaches. Almost every church member would agree with this, but there are afew
exceptions. Most pastors appreciate it when someone tells him they would like to hear sermon
on a certain subject or on a given passage of Scripture. But no one should ever tell him they he
must speak on a given subject, or refrain form preaching on a certain subject.
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| knew aman who was called to be pastor of avery well known church. He had only
been there a short time when the organist came to him and told him that she did not ever want to
hear another subject on the blood of Christ. It was, shetold him, to gory and in poor taste before
they had Sunday dinner. The pastor confided in her brother-in-law, only to discover that he was
not surprised. When he asked the brother-in-law what he might do, the layman said, “ Thereis
nothing you are ever going to be able to do here. She runsthis church. If you want to preach
like that the only way you are going to be able to do it isto take those who agree with you and
start anew church.” That is exactly what they did. The new church completely overshadowed
the old church. Thisis an extreme example, but no pastor could accept the restriction this
woman would have placed on him. Furthermore, no church member should let anyone gain that
kind of control over the Lord’s church.

5. The author requests prayer, 13:18-19.

13:18 - PRAY FOR US. Pray for me. Remember mein prayer. We have heard the same
request expressed in different words, but we are not surprised when a Christian asks for our
prayers. We need othersto pray for us and we need to pray for others. A man made a comment
about something he had done and his friend joked, “1 am going to pray for you.” Hesaid, “You
do that, | need the prayer and you need the practice.” They may have been joking, but prayer is
not ajoking matter. The writer of Hebrews, whoever he was, wanted to readers to pray for him.
The “us’ may have meant the writer and his associates or the church with which he was
associated. Itisalso possiblethat heisusing it inthe “ministerial” sense, as some preachers are
want to do. That is often referred to as the ministerial “we.”

“For” denotes purpose, intent, or explanation - “for we are sure that we have a good
conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things.” We often request prayer in a
time of crisis, but here the writer is requesting prayer for avery practical reason - the desire “to
conduct ourselves honorably in al things.” This should be the commitment of every believer,
and if we are committed to alife that is honorable before God, we need the prayers of our
brothers and sistersin Christ.

13:19- 1 URGE YOU. Herequests prayer - no, he sincerely urges them to pray for him and
those with whom he is associated. “And | urge you al the more to do this, so that | may be
restored to you the sooner.” Since we are not given the author’s circumstances, thereislittle to
be gained by speculation. Heis asking prayer that he might be restored to them “ sooner” than
they might have expected. We have the “restored” to, but restored from what? The term might
have been used of one with a serious health problem who requested prayer for healing that he
might have been restored “ sooner” to them. However, knowing the political climate in which he
lived in the Roman world of the first century, he might have been praying that he would be
released from jail or prison that he might be restored to them earlier than having to serve out the
complete sentence. Perhapsthisis one of the reasons Paul is thought by some to have been the
author of Hebrews.
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V. SALUTATIONS AND BENEDICTIONS CONCLUDE THE EPISTLE (13:20-
25)

A. Concluding Benedictions Are Stated, 13:20-21.

13:20 - NOW THE GOD OF PEACE. By “now” he shows that he has come to the
conclusion of this epistle, He begins the conclusion with a benediction. He writes, “Now the
God of peace who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood
of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord...” Jesusisthe Prince of Peace, and God the Father
isthe “God of peace” Who raised Jesus, the Good Shepherd, from the dead. The “blood of
eternal covenant” isthe blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses us from sin, and by which we enter
a covenant relationship with God.

13:21 - EQUIP YOU. Every believer needs to equipped to worship God, to witness for Him,
and to serve Him. The church has the responsibility of equipping the saints, but from the number
of poorly equipped church members there are in the church, it is obvious that we have failed
somewhere. 1n some cases churches have failed to try to equip the saints, and in other cases
parents have never given us an opportunity to help equip their children. New converts often
refuse to become involved in the organizations, like Sunday School and Discipleship Training,
which are organized to equip, or disciple new members.

When | was still ayoung man in the ministry, | was called as pastor of the Hillcrest
Baptist Church in Nederland, Texas. | was excited about the prospects of seeing alot of people
saved and before | moved | asked for maps of the town and lists of prospects. | felt that my
ministry might be one of church growth. The sanctuary wasfilled at the second service every
Sunday morning and the evening service and prayer service were well attended. The spirit was
good and the response to the messages very positive. People talked about them all during the
week.

| had not been there long before | discovered that my predecessor, George Clark, had a
better perspective of what his ministry was while he was pastor there. George left the church to
become editor of the Church Administration magazine for the Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board, and | am sure he was chosen because he was a good administrator, a good teacher/trainer,
he was well organized, and he had a clear understand of what he should do and how he should
doit.

| asked about outreach, and | was told that George had told them that he believed his
ministry at Hillcrest was the edification of the saints. He called to assure me he was praying for
me and my ministry at the church and as we talked he affirmed that. Edification of the saintsis
essential, if not synonymous with, the equipping of the saints. Most churches really want to
equip the saintsif given an opportunity to do so.
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One of the first challengesit to convince them that they need to be equipped. Christians
need to be equipped to carry out the Great Commission, to minister to those who are hurting
among us, to minister to those who are facing some kind of crisis, and neither last not least, for
spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6).

TO DO HISWILL. Just as Jesus sought to do the will of the Father, every believer must
seek “in every good thing to do Hiswill, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight...”
Jesus said,

"For whoever does the will of God, heis My brother and sister and
mother" (Mark 3:35).

The Holy Spirit seeks to accomplish the will of god in our lives:

...He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is,
because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God
(Rom. 8:27).

We must seek the will of God for our lives:

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect (Rom. 12:2).

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. Thereisno other was to find the will of God than through
Jesus Christ. Thereisno way to do the will of God other than through Jesus Christ. We seek to
do the will of God in, and through, and by His grace, just as Jesus did everything He did through
the Father. Jesus said, "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As| hear, | judge; and My
judgment isjust, because | do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (John
5:30). Jesusisour example - as He followed the will of the Father, we follow Him.

We must always look to Jesus Christ “to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” In
his second letter to the church at Corinth Paul wrote of “the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God” (2 Cor. 4:4b). In the same passage he wrote:

For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and
ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus sake. For God, who
said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone
in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Christ (2 Cor. 4:5-6, NAS).
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B. The Salutation IsIncluded in the Concluding Remarks, 13:22-25 .

13:22 - BUT | URGE YOU. Closing the letter, the writer now urges the readers to “bear with
thisword of exhortation, for | have written to you briefly.” For agood part of the epistle the
writer wrote as a theologian, meticulously delineating for these Jewish proof for the superiority
of Jesus Christ over the prophets, angels, and the Old Testament priesthood. He has
demonstrated that in Jesus we have a superior covenant, for it is based upon a superior promise.
Furthermore, He is the superior sacrifice.

The author went on to briefly play the role of preacher, exhorting the people to trust Jesus
Christ, to follow Him, and to pay attention to sound doctrine. Now He returns briefly to the
exhortation to urge the to honor the exhortation. The Greek word (anechw) rendered “bear”
means to hold up, bear with, or endure. The word trandated “Briefly” means a short time, or a
little while.
They obviously understood what he meant. Does he mean that it isabrief epistle? Compared
with what might have been written, it might have seemed so. Or did it refer to the brief time
between the time he had seen them and the time he wrote this epistle?

13:23- OUR BROTHER TIMOTHY. “Take notice that our brother Timothy has been
released, with whom, if he comes soon, | will seeyou.” Timothy was one of Paul’s associates
who, having been saved on the First Missionary Journey of Paul, joined him on the Second
Missionary Journey (see Acts 16:1; Rom. 16:21). Apparently Timothy had been imprisoned, but
had been released. Perhaps thisis another reason many believe Paul wrote the book of Hebrews.
But it should be noticed here that no mention is made of the author’ s having been in prison. We
are not sure when or where his arrest, trial, and imprisonment took place. Obviously these
people were familiar with the circumstances.

13:24 - GREET ALL OF YOUR LEADERS. From thisit may be inferred that the author
was well known to the recipients. However, since he does not greet them by name, it is possible
that this was added as a courtesy. The writer sent his greetings to the leaders and to “all the
saints.”

THOSE FROM ITALY GREET YOU. Onewould expect this greeting if this had been
one of Paul’s prison epistles, yet internal evidence does not prove that Paul was the author. [t
simply does not follow the form and style of Paul’ s epistles. That, of course does not prove that
he did not writeit. “Those from Italy” could have meant those Christians who were still living
in Italy, but there is another possibility. At some point the Jews were driven out of Rome
(including Priscillaand Aquila), so “those of Italy” might well point to those Jews who had been
driven from Italy who were personally known to these readers. It isaso possible that they did
not know them personally, but they knew about them.
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13:25- GRACE BEWITH YOU ALL. What aglorious ending! And how we need to
understand the significance of this closing prayer-wish for those ancient readers, and for the
modern student of the Word. We are saved by grace, but we are not finished with grace when
we are saved. Grace isthe very environment in which the child of God lives out hislife on
planet earth. The just shall, indeed, live by faith, as Paul wrote in Romans, but faith would be
meaningless apart from the grace of God - the source of both grace and faith. AMEN!

A PARTING EXHORTATION

“Letus...” Thisisafitting exhortation with which to close this great epistle. Following
isalist of thirteen “let us’ exhortations.

1. Letusfear, 4:1.

2. Let usbediligent to enter that rest, 4:11.

3. Let ushold fast our confession, 4:14.

4. Let usdraw near with confidence to the throne of grace, 4:16.

5. Let us press on to maturity, 6:1.

6. Let usdraw near with asincere heart in full assurance of faith, 10:22.

7. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 10:23.
8. Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 10:24.

9. Let us, let usalso lay aside every encumbrance, 12:1.

10. Let usrun with endurance the race that is set before us, 12:1
11. Let us show gratitude, 12:28.

12. Let us go out to Him outside the camp, 13:13.

13. Let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praiseto God, 13:15.

STUDY GOD'SWORD
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Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15).

BENEDICTION

The LORD bless you, and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26 (NAYS)
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